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Cj, AT I ON 





WHEREAS , One hundred years ago in the year 1875 by a Special Act of the 
State Legislature, Thomaston was incorporated as a township in 
the State of Connecticut, and 


WHEREAS , This section was originally part of the Farmington Proprietors 
Purchase in 1684, this area being a part of the Mattatuck Plantation. 
The Thomaston Area achieved independence in 1739, being set off as 
the Northbury Parish. In 1780 Northbury and Westbury united to form 
Watertown. By 1795 Northbury separated again to become Plymouth, and 
this area was known as Plymouth Hollow. Seth Thomas came to the 
"Hollow" in 1813 to manufacture clocks at the present factory location. 
By 1856 he was labeling his world-famous clocks "Thomas Town" and 
when the town was incorporated it was named Thomaston in his memory, 
and 


WHEREAS , A century later from a tiny settlement located along the Naugatuck 
River Valley, our town has developed into an industrial community 
RnOWn for “ks Many mayor Industries wieh 45 @iversified manufacturing 
FliGnis Bangang from Brass, Cileck and Tool & Die manutdeturing to 
components for Aero Space manufacturing to the famous "flying shears" 
or Karl Haliden- gyvith a Samitary Sewerage plant, newelibrany, modesn 
highways and schools, special Housing for the Elderly, sectional 
playgrounds and a 70 acre Town Park, an attractive business center 
with 7 churches, the original Town Hall with its 600 seat Opera 
House which is now a National Historic Site. This all indicates 
that Thomaston has fulfilled the dreams of our Forefathers, and 


WHEREAS , The proud residents of the friendly Town of Thomaston in the year 
1975 wish to call attention to this heritage and to the fact that 
one century has ‘passed since the incorporation of this Town, 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, George W. Johnston, Chief Executive of the Town of Thomaston, 
by virtue of the power and authority invested in me by the office of First 
Selectman, do hereby declare the year 1975 as the one hundredth anniversary of 
the incorporation of Thomaston and I do further declare and proclaim that this 
inspiring occasion be commemorated with appropriate centennial festivities 
diming he jeri0d "or wume 2Stheto duly Gth, 1275 by alld the proud eitazens of 
this Town. 


I hereby call upon all citizens of the Town of Thomaston to 
participate actively and do their utmost to assist in making this memorable 
occasion a success. 

IN WEENESS WHEREOE, I nave hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal the Town of Thomaston, Connecticut to be affixed this 79 TH day 
Of Cy in the year of Our Lord, 1975. 











First Selectman, hi f kite 


Selectman, 
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MARTIN H. KAEFER 





\ 


i, 


Martin, an original member of the Thomaston Centennial Committee, passed 
away September 10, 1974 at the age of 70. Besides the Centennial Commit- 
tee, Martin was a member of the H.S. Leiderkranz, the Planning & Zoning, 
School Building Committee, the Central Naugatuck Valley Regional Planning 
Agency, and the Regional Council of Government. 


His death left a void in our Centennial Committee and we missed his ideas, 
his advice, his drive, and his enthusiasm for Thomaston’s 100 Birthday.- 


The following is a reprint of an editorial that appeared in the Thomaston 
Express: 


“It is not often that the Express called upon to comment on the death of one 
of Thomaston’s citizens. But Martin H. Kaefer was an exceptional man and 
his death Tuesday night makes this an exceptional situation. 


Though he didn’t hold any of the top elective posts in Town Government he 
was interested, wise and honest about the affairs of Thomaston. New 
reporters on the Express were invariably told ‘to get to know Martin Kaefer 
— you can trust him.’ 


Martin Kaefer loved Thomaston and he had the experience, the intelligence 
and most important the common sense to do the very best he could for his 
town. He always tried to do the right thing, for all concerned, in all 
situations. 


These trying years are the times when all small towns need a man like Martin 
Kaefer close to the center of government. He will be sorely missed. 
The people of Thomaston must never forget what he did for them, in his own 
quiet, sensible, deliberate manner. ’’ 




























THOMASTON CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 





The Thomaston Centennial Committee was created by the Board of 
selectmen at their April 3, 1973 meeting. It was approved at the Town 
Meeting of May 2, 1973. Members from left to right are: Stanley Klaneski, 
Bernard Hoyt, Agnes |. White, Rosa Gangloff, Thomas Reynolds, Clara 
Lake, Leona Sheldon, Clayton Charette, and Ransom Young. 


THOMASTON’S FIRST CITIZEN 


Dr. Winfield Wight was born in 1898 in Bethel, 
Maine. He graduated from Bowdoin College : 
and completed his internship at Waterbury 
Hospital. Dr. Wight came to Thomaston in 
1922. He served twice as Chief of the Surgical 
Staff at the Waterbury Hospital — 1942-44 and 
again 1951-52. He was elected a member of the 
Board of Surgeons in 1952. Dr. Wight 
embarked on his second career, as a banker, by 
becoming a member of the Thomaston Savings 
Bank and later President. He also served on 
the Finance Board, School Board and is a long 
time Rotarian. 


THOMASTON’S OLDEST COUPLE 
AND RESIDENTS 


Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Smith are both Thomas- 
ton’s oldest couple and residents. Mr. Smith 
was 97 on May 8th and Mrs. Smith will be 95 
on August 20th. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been 
married 73 years. 
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TOWN OFFICIALS 


GEORGE W. JOHNSTON — State Representative 1960-1966 — 
Appointed First Selectman on March 22, 1971 and elected 
November 1971. 


EDNA BILLINGS — Served as Town Clerk — interim appointment 
— April 1, 1947 to January 1948 — Elected to serve for terms 
January 1954 to date — Judge of Probate from January 1955 to 
date. 


ROBERT ROBINSON — Town Treasurer since 1950. 


ALLAN C. INNES — State Legislator 1942-43, 1945-46, 1951-66 — 


Member of the Appropriations Committee for six years as well as a 
member of Road Committee and Finance and Banking — Member 
of Thomaston Board of Finance since its initiation in 1934. Elected 
October 28, 1971 as Chairman of the Board of Thomaston Savings 
Bank. Member of Thomaston High Scool building committee 1938, 
Black Rock School 1954, and two additions to Black Rock. A mem- 
ye ig Northwest Divisional Committee of the Hartford Electric 
ight Co. 


LUKE F. MARTIN — Graduated from Trinity College 1946 B.A. — 
LLB U. of Conn. School of Law 1951 — Juris Doctor of Law, U. of 


Conn. 1969. Town Clerk 1948-1954. Served as Town Counsel, — 


member of the General Assembly 1947-1949, served on the Com- 


mittee on Education and the Veterans Affairs Committee. Candi- — 


date for representative in Congress, fifth district, in 1956. Ap- 


pointed Judge in the Circuit Court by Gov. Ribicoff in 1959. 


Appointed Judge in the Circuit Court by Gov. Ribicoff in 1959 and 
as Judge of Common Pleas by Gov. Dempsey in 1967. 


J. HOWARD ROBERTS — State Referee - Connecticut. Town 
Clerk 1918-1947 — Judge of Probate 1917-1947 — Pros. Attorney - 
Litchfield County Court of Common pleas 1927-1943 — State 
Representative 1925, 1927, 1929 — State Senator 1939-1941 — 
State’s Attorney, Superior Court for Litchfield County 1943-1947 — 
Judge of Superior Court 1947-1961. 








HISTORY OF THOMASTON 


Originally part of the Farmington Proprietors purchase in 
1684 of Mattatuck Plantation, the Thomaston area achieved 
independence in 1739, being set off as The Waterbury Parish. 


In 1780 Northbury and Westbury united to form Water- 
town. By 1795 Northbury separated again to become Ply- 


mouth, with the Thomaston section designated ‘*Plymouth 
Hollow’. 


seth Thomas came to the Hollow in 1813 to manufacture 
clocks on the present factory site. His influence helped to 
route the Naugatuck Railroad through Plymouth Hollow, 
linking it with the growing brass center at Waterbury. By 1856 
Thomas was labeling his clocks with ‘‘Thomas Town’’, as the 
place of manufacture. 


TAKEN FROM THE ADDRESS OF WELCOME BY REV. 


C. H. SMITH ON THE OCCASION OF THE CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION MAY 14 & 15, 1895 TOWN OF PLYMOUTH. 


We won’t forget also to welcome our baby, and are glad to 
see she has come back, got to be a pretty good-sized child — 
Thomaston— you are likely to get to be bigger than we are, 
we hope you will be as good, but we know you never will. 


About twenty years ago this old town of Plymouth, whose 
one hundredth anniversary we are now celebrating, met with 
a great accident. At acertain point about half way up the hill 
from Thomaston — | suppose climbing the hill wore on 
the people to that extent that it could hold out no longer, and 
although the good people on the hill tried in very way to hold 
the town together, they finally had to yield to the inevitable 
and it broke in two at that point, leaving Thomaston a full- 
fledged town of her own. We congratulate our friends in the 
valley upon the success that has attended their labors in en- 
deavoring to govern themselves. 














Congregational Church 1837 
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Sieniiremeniieaiall Church and Etheridge Home 





December 7, 1837 the church was organized as the Congregational Church of Plymouth — 
Hollow. On May 3rd, 1867 the name was changed to the Congregational Church of Thomaston. 





United Methodist Church 1842 
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The first church was dedicated in the winter of 1842 as the Methodist Episcopal Church. It wa 
built on land belonging to the Andrew’s Estate. In 1866 the building was sold to Trinity Parisi 


The present church, built on land donated by Seth Thomas, was dedicated February 





Trinity Church 1871 





Trinity Chapel was annexed to the Andrew’s Building. The Chapel was purchased in 1866 
from the Methodists and moved when the present church was built. 


The cornerstone of the present Trinity Church was laid on September 25, 1871. On September 
9, 1962 the Parish house addition was dedicated. 





Eagle Rock Church 1878 


As an outgrowth of temperance meetings in 
the area, Eagle Rock Church was founded in 
1878 by a group of American Knife Company 
Employees. The Church Hall was donated by 
Aaron Thomas. An addition to the building 
was added in 1962. 


imeutinng 








St. Thomas Church 1876 





The first Catholic Church was dedicated October 15, 1876. It was built on Chapel Street, a 


land donated by Aaron Thomas, of local brick and was a two-story building with a hig 


steeple. 
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The cornerstone of the present Catholic Church, on the corner of North Ma 


Streets, was laid on May 6, 1906. 





Covenant Church 1890 
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New 
On October 22, 1890 the Swedish Evangelical Emanuel Church of Thomaston was organized in 
the home of Mr. Peter Holm on William Street. Meetings were held every Sunday at 3:30 p.m. 
in private homes or in the Congregational Church. Mr. Holm was paid 50 cents a week for 
using his home for worship. 


August 17, 1891 it was decided to erect a church. The church was built on land donated by 
Aaron Thomas and was dedicated November 1892 








Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 1893 


The congregation was organized January 9, 
1893. The church was dedicated July 17, 1910. 





LOCAL SCHOOLS 





Walnut Hill School 


Superintendent Small 

Teacher — Bessie M. Turner 
Hazel Gilbert (Stone), Floyd Griffin, 
Mildred Blakeslee (Innes), Doris Parker 
(Seelye), Louis Wassong, Edith Gilbert 
(Churchill), Linus Gilbert, Mary Gray 
(Lougee), Libbie Gilbert (VWWedge-Schneer), 
Margaret Danaher (Lehan), Mary Was- 
song (Adams), Elisabeth Holm, Marion 
Watson (Noyes) and Paul Holm 


The first school in the area was erected in Kenea Park in 1738. About 1850 Seth Thomas 
erected a building for a ‘‘select’’ high school and for community uses on High Street. In 1866 
gee a transferred to the school system. On July 1, 1901 the building was burned 
to the ground. 


By the early 1800’s there was a school at Walnut Hill westerly of Babbitt Road. This school 
was replaced with one that stood about where the basketball courts are now located at Ny- 
i a This elles was sold in 1861 to Benjamin Blakeslee for $18.50. The third school! 
was built in 1861. 


In the Reynolds Bridge area there were three schools. One stood on South Main Street just 
south of Norman’s Color Center. The Pine Hill school was in back of Thomaston Special 
Products’ present plant and is now the residence of Mr. & Mrs. Russell Ryan. The school 
within the village stood at the present site of the town garage and was closed in 1945 and 
burned down by the firemen in 1956. 


The Brick School on the East Side was built in 1882 at a cost of $1,762.30 plus $1,000.00 for 
land. In 1967 it was lost to the construction of Route 8 and sold to the State for $35,000.00. 


The Center Schoo! Green complex consisted of four buildings. The building behind the 
Congregational church being used as a library, band rooms, boy scout headquarters, and, for 
a time in the 1920’s, the second floor was used as a classroom. There were two-room wooden 
buildings on the right and left, and in the center an eight-room building built in 1893 at a cost 
of $9,505.50. This building was used as a high school until 1922 when the Grove Street School 
was built. It was then used as a grammar school until the new high school was built in 1938. 
In 1941 the building was torn down. 


In 1922 the Grove Street school was built and became the high school. In 1938 a new high 
school was built and Grove Street became a grammar school. In 1953 the school at Black Rock 
was erected and additions were added in 1957 and 1967. 











Thomaston High School 
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HISTORY OF THOMASTON 


1674 Thomaston was originally part of Mattatuck Plantation, which is now City of 
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Waterbury. 
Known as Up River Territory. 


Colonel Faucher who settled on Walnut Hill was the first known inhabitant of 
Thomaston. 


The scenic beauty of the town was the chief reason for its settlement. A 
group rode up from New Haven and Branford to help Litchfield settlers drive 
Maurauding Indians out of the territory. Henry Cook, the leader of the 
group, fell in love with the grandeur of the Naugatuck Valley. He bought a 
large tract of land in the northern part of the town, which would now be on 
the Torrington Road. It wasn’t long before Cook was selling real estate to 


prospective Thomaston Settlers. At this time the section was known as 
Northbury. 


The first gristmill and sawmill was built at Jericho Falls by John Sutliffe. 
Whole area was owned by Sutliffes and was known as Sutliffes’ Hollow. Later 
owned by Eli and Henry Terry, later Thomaston Knife Co. and later Oris 
Manufacturing Co. Destroyed in flood August 19, 1955. 


Area of Thomaston, known as Twitch Grass Meadows. 


Barnabas Ford, one of the area’s wealthiest men owned a large part of 
Thomaston; called Fordton in his honor. 


Rev. John Southmayd of Waterbury gave an acre of land, which is now 
Kenea Park, for community use. On the north corner of the plot a house for 
public meetings, ‘‘secular and religious’’ and school uses was built. This was 
the first school building in the area. 


An Ecclesiastical Society, consisting of 18 families was founded and elected 
Rev. Samuel Todd, minister. 


Eleven families left the Ecclesiastical Society, as they desired services of the 
Church of England. St. Peter’s Episcopal Church was established with Rev. 
Theophilus Morris, pastor. 

There were no roads, only bridle paths. 


A highway was built from the Naugatuck River, through Isaac Castle’s 
Meadows, to the Farmington Town Line. 


The first bridge was built across Naugatuck River; approximately in the same 
location as the present concrete bridge on East Main Street. 


A spring flood destroyed the bridge and another was built. 
Captain Aaron Fenn came to the Northern Society and settled on a tract of 


land, about one mile north of the meeting house, willed to him by his grand- 
father James, who was one of the early proprietors of Waterbury lands. 1895 
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Portion of the land was owned by Aaron Peck Fenn and the heirs of William 
B. Fenn. Married Mary Bradley of Woodbridge, had 7 children. 


Samuel Fenn, brother of Aaron Fenn settled on another portion of land willed 
by his grandfather, on the hill east of Jericho Falls, on Naugatuck River. 
(1895 owned by Roderick Canfield Sr., married Irene Sanford.) 


Jude Blakeslee conducted a tannery at the intersection of Grand and Main 
Street. His son Bela afterwards conducted same business. 


Thomaston was a hot-bed of Toryism at the time of the Revolutionary War. 
The townsfolk held strongly to British beliefs; but despite their pro-Tory 
feelings went to war against the British. 


Northbury Parish was joined to Watertown Parish to form the town of 
Watertown. 


Good roads promoted travel and several taverns were built to accomodate the 
public. One was built on Walnut Hill by Captain Noah Blakeslee and now is 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Lundberg. Another, the Leigh Tavern 
was built by John Sutliffe. 


Thomaston was called Plymouth or Church Hollow. 


Plymouth and Plymouth Hollow left Watertown to form Town of Plymouth. 
First Town Meeting was held June 24th. 


First Turnpike Road was built from the New Haven Court House to the Litch- 
field Court House. Charges were: 4 cents per person, 12% cents each two 
wheeled vehicle, 25 cents each four wheeled vehicle, % cent each animal. 


A cloth mill was built on the Morris Road, site of the Roberts Mill; now basin 
of Northfield Dam. 


River Road constructed from Waterbury; before that, the only road to 
Waterbury was a path through the fields guarded by bars and gates at ten 
different places. 


July 17, Dr. William Woodruff was born. 
Herman Clark built factory to manufacture clocks. 
Seth Thomas married Philena Tuttle, had one child. 


Seth Thomas, born in Wolcott August 19, 1785, associated himself with Eli 
Terry and Silas Hoadley under name of Terry, Thomas and Hoadley, in the 
southeastern part of Plymouth, known as Hancock Station. In April 7th 1811 
he married Laura Andrews. 


Eli Terry sold his interest in Terry, Thomas and Hoadley, built grandfather 
clocks, and moved to Plymouth Holiow where he built a fine home over- 
looking Naugatuck River. 


Philena Thomas died. 


Seth Thomas married Laura Andrews, had children Edward, Martha, Seth, 
Aaron, Amanda, and Elizabeth. 
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The war of 1812 did not leave any telling effect on Thomaston. 


Seth Thomas sold out his interest and came to Plymouth Hollow and 
purchased the Herman Clark factory, for his first plant, which later became 
the Case Shop. There were only twenty houses in the Hollow — a farming 
community — produce was shipped to New Haven via ox-carts. He inherited 
twenty employees from Clark and continued to make Grandfather Clocks 
making cases himself. 


Eli Terry bought from John Sutliffe a gristmill, a carding machine and 

several acres of land at Jericho Falls. Terry built a factory below the gristmil! 

fee manufactured clocks unti! 1828. Area later became known as Terry’s 
ridge. 


Terry began to manufacture shelf clocks, Seth Thomas began losing 
business; bargained with Terry for a patent for $1,000.00 


Seth Thomas’ child by his first wife and two of his children by Laura Andrews 
died in a dysentery scourge that hit Connecticut. 


December 31, 1816 Seth Thomas, Jr. was born. 
The first school was in Kenea Park. 
James Terry, son of Eli, was born at Terry’s mill July 5th, 1823. 


Meigs Allen established the first power loom in this part of the country, on 
the Northfield road, near Nils Swanson’s farm — now basin of Northfield 
Dam. 


Dr. William Woodruff born July 17, 1804; opened Medical practice here, 
married Martha Thomas, daughter of Seth; died June 1893. Had one son 
William T. Woodruff. 


Bela Blakeslee carried on brick making in Plymouth Hollow. Property was 
afterwards purchased by Aaron Thomas, who conducted the business for a 
number of years. 


Henry Terry bought property at Terry’s Bridge from his father, Eli. 
Continued clock making business until 1840 when he started to manufacture 
woolen goods, using old gristmill as dye shop. 


In the little village of Plymouth Hollow there were thirty houses, a tavern, a 
post-office, a Blacksmith Shop, a Show-Maker, a Wagon-Maker, a daily mail 
Stage to Hartford and a thriving clock shop. One mile below the village was a 
gristmill, sawmill, Terry’s clock shop and a few houses. 


Dennis Smith built a carding and cloth dressing mill on the west bank by the 
Branch Brook about 1% mile from east end of Wigwam Reservoir. 


Benjamin Smith built a shop and dam on road to Northfield where he made 
iron castings. Frames for the doors for the Plymouth Cemetery Vault were 
cast there. He was succeeded by G. Nelson Bradley who made clock verges 
and other parts for clock movements. Wm. Warner, later made sash and 
blinds there. He was succeeded by Samuel Sanford who made clock trim- 
mings for about 15 years. 








1831 April 17th, the first marriage of Catholics; Bernard Mount and Neoma Bray- 
nard also Dennis Ryan and Rosina Braynard by Father Filton. 





1832 Marvin and Edward Blakeslee built a factory at Heathenville (upper North 
Main Street) for a clock factory. Jerome Woodruff later made pianos there 
and the organ in the original St. Peter’s Church in Plymouth was built there 
by a man named McCullon, ‘‘thus showing that a heathen county may be 
made instrumental in praising the Lord.’’ Later Dr. Carrington and George 
Lamb made spools and thread in this same factory. 


1833 George Jones and Garrett Blakeslee built a wagon factory on what is now 
Reynolds Bridge Road, where the most expensive carriages of the day were 
manufactured for southern markets. 





1834 Seth Thomas Constructed and started operating a cotton mill at the corner of 
East Main and Elm Street. He had adam built %4 of a mile upstream and ran 
water down a canal to a large overshot water wheel; the location for which 
was blasted out of solid rock. This mill later became the Movement Shop. He 
built five low-cost houses along East Main Street which he rented for $65. a 
year. Later known as ‘‘Cotton Row’’. He also built houses along the Canal, 
called Canal Street but presently North Main Street. 


1836 61 Men subscribed $5917.00 for the erection of a House of Worship in 
Plymouth Hollow. 





1837 34 Men signed their names to the constitution for the Society of the Plymouth 
Hollow Congregational Church. 


1838 December 7th, the first recorded church service of the Plymouth Hollow 
Congregational church was held under the leadership of Rev. Mr. Camp. 52 
Men and women were admitted to the church by letter of transfer from the 
Plymouth Congregational Church. 


Covered bridge was built over the Naugatuck River, on site of present 
bridge, at foot of Plymouth Hill. 


There was a money panic. Seth Thomas, although clock business was bad, 
was able to carry on, as cotton mill was good, also his farming interests. 


Depression did not last long. Chauncey Jerome of Bristol came in contact 
with a German Clock Maker who had devised a completely brass clock. 
Jerome began to manufacture clocks out of stamped brass parts; faster to 
produce, less expensive, wouldn’t warp. His idea saved the clock industry. 


1839 Russell Reynolds built a lime kiln near Jericho Bridge. 
1840 July 24, Dr. Ralph Goodwin was born. 


Israel and Andrew Woodward started a tannery at Plymouth Hollow near the 
covered bridge. Later housed first Electric Light Generator, Thomaston 
Supply Co. and now owned by W. H. Lyons and Sons. 


Seth Thomas tried to stop the manufacture of brass clocks. He was bitter 
toward Jerome for forcing the change. But finally sent to Bristol for patterns 
of the movements and cases: His cotton mill, worth $40,000 and his farm 
gave him the capital to convert from wooden movements to brass. 





On the stream that now serves as the outlet to the Thomaston Reservoir. 
Riley Ives at one time made parts for toys which he shipped to Bridgeport. 


Further down the stream Ransom Sanford had a small shop where he turned 
brass pinions for Seth Thomas Clock Movements and also made clock keys. 


Thomas Bradstreet, a Yale Graduate was super-interestent of Seth Thomas 
Cotton factory, later he travelled for the Brass Mill. He married Thomas's 
daughter, Amanda. He was Comptroller of the State of Connecticut and on 
the committee to build the State Library in Hartford. At his death he was one 
of the weathiest members of the community. 


1841 Seth Edward Thomas, Jr. was born. 


Miles Morse and Jeremiah Blakeslee began the manufacture of brass clocks 
at the wagon factory site on Reynolds Bridge Road. 


1842 The original Methodist Church was built on land next to the town’s burying 
ground, belonging to the Andrew Estate. 


1843 The Methodist Church purchased the land on which the church stood, from 
the Andrews Estate. 


1845 Further down the stream from his factory of 1840 Ransom Sanford built a 
gristmill which he ran until 1877. During part of this time he also made clock 
verges for Samuel Sanford. Site was opposite Willis Gotsel home. 


1849 The first steam train arrived in the valley. The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad started a regular run through Plymouth Hollow. 


The Morse and Blakeslee factory, on what is now Reynolds Bridge Road, was 
sold to the American Knife for the manufacture of pocket cuttery. 


1850 The Thomas family operated the Brick Yard, which closed after a few years 
due to the cost of screening pebbles from the clay. The Town Hall, Fire 
House, Railroad Station, Brick School were built from Thomas Bricks. Aaron 
gave land to his son Edson. 

Anson Beecher with his son Ebenezer invented and built mate ae 
machinery in a factory which stood a few rods up the stream from the dam 


the Waterbury Reservoir. Later merged with other companies to become the 
Diamond Match Factory. 









Seth Thomas built his own Brass Mill called, Seth Thomas Manufacturing 
Company. Manufactured sheet brass for clocks, also bullets and cartridges. 
He built houses on Chapel and Railroad Streets to house his workers. Rent 
$5.00 per month. 





1853 Seth Thomas Clock Company was set up under the Joint Stock Laws of 
Connecticut with a capital stock of $75,000. 


1854 First regularly scheduled Mass for Catholics offered in ‘‘The Hollow’’ at the 
home of Michael Ryan. 





1855 School building was moved from the Green to the Center School Grounds. 
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The Seth Thomas Manufacturing Company, brass mill, was burned a few 
years after it began production, and was rebuilt in 1856. 


Seth Thomas Clock Company began the manufacture of meta! Alarm Clocks: 
‘‘had a bell that could be heard in the barn’’! 


Seth Thomas died January 29th, succeeded by Aaron Thomas. 175 different 
clocks manufactured during Aaron’s time. 


Plymouth Hollow called Thomas Town in his honor. 


Calendar Clock manufactured, even made allowance for leap year. Randall T. 
Andrews, was the originator. He was a model maker and made hair springs 
in a small building where Grove Street School is now situated. 


Many men served in the Civil War. 
Cotton mill closed due to the Civil War and the shortage of raw cotton. 


The machinery of the Cotton Mill was sold. The production of pendulum 

movements and brass cases was transferred to the building, which became 

the Movement Shop. Stock holders disagreed as to the type of clock to make; 

a marine or lever type clock. Formed Seth Thomas and Sons Company. Aaron 

Thomas became president of both companies. New shop became known as 

So Marine Shop, converted from a saw mill that was owned by Aaron 
omas. 


Gasecon Lodge, Knights of Pythian was founded in February. Their first 
meetings were held in American Hall, later they moved to Workman’s Hall in 
Hopkins Block on East Main Street. In 1928 they moved to Bradstreet Block 
and in 1940 to the Odd Fellow’s Hall in the Adrews Building. 


A mission of St. Peter’s Church Plymouth, was established in Plymouth 
Hollow. First services conducted on January 29th in Academy Halli by Rev. 
Benjamin Eastwood. 


Union Lodge #96 Order of Masons was founded. 


Thomas Town called Thomaston. 
Academy Hall was sold to the school district, became first high school. 


The Methodist Church was purchased in August for the sum of $1500 by the 
Episcopalians and called Trinity Chapel. 


American Hall was built by Whitloch & Leacraft. Brick building where Joe’s 
T.V. is located. 

The present Methodist Church was dedicated in February, built on land 
donated by Seth Thomas. 

Benjamin Smith factory of 1830, sold to Thomas J. Bradstreet. 


Dr. Ralph Schuyler Goodwin, born July 24th, 1839 in Litchfield, started a 

practice for medicine in Plymouth Center, he later moved to the Hollow. He 

hele Jeanie Edith Irvine and had two children, Ralph Schuyler Jr. and 
race. 


The Cornet Band was organized. 





1869 


1871 


1872 


1873 


1874 


1875 


Thomas Bradstreet converted Smith factory sawmill and gristmill. Later soc 
it to George Bradstreet who installed new machinery and an elevator. 


Construction began on Methodist Parsonage. 


On January 2, 1869 a resolution was passed that St. Peter’s Mission 5= 
abolished and a separate parish with the name Trinity be established. Om 
se agi 7th, Rev. David Bishop accepted a call as first rector of the new 
parish. 


June 5th the Seth Thomas Manufacturing Company, or brass mill, wes 
bought by a group from Waterbury; name changed to Holmes, Booth and 
Atwood; later in 1871 became Plume and Atwood, one of the most importam= 
industries in the town. 





Erection of St. Thomas Church was begun on an acre of land on Chapel Street 
donated by Aaron Thomas. 


September 25th, the cornerstone of the present Trinity Church was laid_ 





Granite Chapter of Masons was organized. 


Seth Thomas Clock Company bought out the H. S. Hotchkiss Company a 
New York and began the manufactur of Tower Clocks. The Tower 
division was set up in a part of the Movement Shop. Seth Thomas Tower 
Clocks became very famous and still may be found ali over the world. The 
largest single faced clock in the world was built by Seth Thomas for the Co- 
gate Soap Company in Jersey City, New Jersey. Its dial measures 40 feet m 
diameter; the minute hand is 20 feet long and the seconds hand is 15 feet 
long; each weighs nearly a ton. The clock is studded with lights, and may be 
seen on the opposite side of the Hudson River, in New York City. Seth 
Thomas was given the contract to make a Centennial Tower Clock for 
Independence Hall. Completed June 24, 1875. Total cost was $20,000. Its bel! 
perdi 13,000 Ibs.; one thousand pounds for each of the original 13 
colonies. 











George Grilley started publishing the Thomaston Express in his home om 
Elm Street. Stopped publishing in 1875. 


Albert P. Bradstreet, second son of Thomas J. and Amanda Thomas 
Bradstreet, born June 9, 1846, opened law-office in town. 


Dr. Wm. Woodruff gave up medical practice to travel. 
ee Terry closed woolen business when main building was destroyed Sy 
ire. 





m ee 21, Thomaston Savings Bank opened on corner of Elm and River 
reet. 








July 6th, Thomaston became separated from Plymouth by an act of t= 

General Assembly at Hartford. One of the main reasons for the break wes 

that the Hollow was becoming a very rich section, all the tax money wee 

ep into the Plymouth treasury and it was not being used to improve t= 
ollow. 


Thomaston was incorporated. Selectmen: Morris Humiston, Frederick = 
Warner and Nelson Bennett. Haywards: Bennet E. Asborne, Phineas J. Mix. 
Scoville Atwood, Alfred B. Smith and William B. Atwood. Hayward (& 
officer having charge of fences and hedges; especially to keep cattle from 
breaking through and to impound strays.) 

















1876 


1877 


1878 


1879 


1880 


1881 


1882. 


1883 


July 13 first Town Meeting was held in American Hall, later in Fos- 
ter’s Hall. 

October 15th, Saint Thomas Church on Chapel Street was dedicated. 
Seth Edward Thomas Jr. born. 

Morse Block built. 


Alarm clocks were produced and because of increased production, from 100 a 
day to 700 a day, in six months, and at end of year 1000 per day, it was 
necessary to build onto the Marine Shop in 1878. 


Morse Block burned. 
Electric lights were brought to town. 
seth Thomas store in center of town burned to ground, also Morse Block. 


Morse Block rebuilt. 

Eagle Rock Chapel was built at Reynolds Bridge. 

Lt Sig block was built, on site of present Colonial Bank and Trust 
uilding. 


Seth Thomas Clock Company brought back the Marine Shop into the 
Company. 


F. T. Bidwell opened a jewelry store in town. 


seth Thomas Band was formed. The usual price for parades was $2.50 to 
$3.00 per man and if the Band went out of town, expenses were added to the 
bill. Occasionally the band would consent to play for a flat fee of $25 or $30. 


Trinity Church enlarged and an organ installed. 


L. E. Blackmer came to Thomaston from Woodbury. 


Frank Etheridge opened law-office in Morse Block. In December formed the 
firm of Bradstreet and Etheridge. 


The first meeting of the Laura Andrews Free Library Association was held 
May 5. 

Town water was made available to the public. 

April 22 Crescent Hose Company was formed. 

December 13, Thomaston Hook and Ladder Company was organized. 

G. A. Lemmon opened a drug store in Bradstreet Block. 


A brick school was built on the East Side of Town. 


Connecticut Telephone Company installed 14 phones in Thomaston. The 
exchange was in Horton Pease’s Drug Store on Park Street. 


Cemetery was moved from Town Hall Site to a plot behind the present 
chapel, at Hillside Cemetery. 


A decision was made to spend $50,000 for a Town Hall, to be erected on site 
of old cemetery. Committee in charge of construction: Aaron Thomas, F. E. 
Warner, A. P. Bradstreet, C. F. Williams and James W. White. 





1884 


1885 


1886 


1887 


1888 


1889 


1892 


1893 


1894 


1895 


1897 





Town Hall completed. $8000 was spent for furnishings. 


Robert Innes bought a team of horses and went into business of trucking 
coal, wood and lumber. 


Seth Thomas Clock Company started to produce watches. Another wing was 
added to the Marine Shop. 300 people were employed; made 350 watches per 
day. Also made railroad watches and time locks. They made time locks for 
bank vaults across the country, ‘‘never a lockout’’, each lock had three 
movements; each being able to open the bank vault. Maiden Lane watch won 
highest award at Chicago World’s fair in 1893. 

Atlantic Council Knights of Columbus was founded. 

Thomaston National Bank was organized. 

Peter Duff opened grocery store on Center Street, on site of present Knights 
of Columbus building. 


Seth Thomas started production of Ship’s Bell Clock. 


Clock for Parliament Building in Quebec, Canada was built. 
T. H. Brown opened a tea store, later W. H. Lyons. 


The Thomaston Knife Company was organized by Joseph M. Warner and 
was located at Terry’s Bridge, in what had been the woolen mill and later a 
clock factory. In 1912 Warner sold company to E. H. Frost of Bethlehem. 


Bradstreet Block built on corner of Main and Union Streets. 
Elisha Kellog Camp, S.O.U. was organized. 
Granite Spring Bottling Company was founded by Gottlieb Koegel and his 


three sons, Henry, Albert and August. 
Seth Thomas Jr. died 


Middle School Building erected behind Congregational Church. 

Aaron Thomas died. William Woodruff became president of Clock Company. 
Telephone service was discontinued in town. Two pay-phones were installed; 
one in Lemmon’s Drug Store and the other in Williams’ Drug Store. 
January 9, Lutheran Church organized. 

June, Dr. William Woodruff died. 


October 2, Thomaston Marine Band organized. 


Marine Band was organized Oct. 2 in Joseph Gooley’s Barber Shop with 
H. D. Saul, manager; C. M Huxford, Secretary; William Hanley, treasurer. 
Charter members Henry Saul, C. M. Huxford, F. Galpin, F. Saul, F. Graves, 
Harold Bidwell, F. Fischer, Joseph Gooley, A. King, H. Benson, H. D. 
Huxford, G. Lehman, W. Hanley, G. White, K. Bagley, and James Gooley- 


lron Bridge replaced the wooden one over the Naugatuck River at foot of 
Plymouth Hill cost $9650.00. 


Faith Rehekah Lodge was formed. 


seth Thomas Clock Company commenced the manufacture of metronomes. 





1898 


1900 


1901 


1902 


1903 
1905 


1906 


1907 
1908 


1910 


1912 


1914 


1915 


1916 


July 9th, Woodruff property at corner of Main and East Main purchased by 
Catholic Church. 


At annual town meeting Town Library was established. 
George Sanford owned the first automobile in town. It was a three-wheeler 
that went three miles an hour. 


First Known gas station thought to have been at Welton’s store (Thomaston 
Furniture). 


July 1 the Thomaston Academy on High Street burned to the ground. 
Lyons Brothers took over T. H. Brown Company. 

Telephones returned to town. The exchange was in the residence of Joseph 
Winn, High Street, now Litchfield County Agency. 


The Laura Andrews and Thomaston Public Library site was given as a gift to 
the town by the Andrews family. 


The Thomaston Minstrel Club was formed. The minstrels averaged five per- 
formances each year with the last performance in 1932. 
Library was occupied for the first time. 


George Bradstreet’s gristmill burned. 


Seth Thomas clock storeroom was torn down and a varnish room put up on 
site of present Seth Thomas Clock Company. 


May 6, the cornerstone of the present St. Thomas Church, opposite Kenea 
Park, was laid. 


Gaceson Temple Pythean Sisters formed. 


August 8, the first trolley came to town running from Waterbury to town; it 
ended at Electric Avenue. 

February 6, Seth Edward Thomas died. 

July 17, Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church dedicated. 


Sheet Metal Company was founded by R. S$. Newton who also had plumbing 
business. Business known as R. S. Newton. 


The Thomaston Manufacturing Company was started by E. B. Gross and 


_ John Gross; started ina small shop on North Main, called the Old Bell Shop. 


The Thomaston Minstrel Club was formed. 


The Connecticut Light and Power Company leased the property of The 
Thomaston Electrical Company and began to expand its services. 


Seth Thomas’ five story building was pane on the site of the old warehouse on 
South Main. 

W. H. Lyons started a jitney service between Thomaston and Terryville. 
Seth Thomas discontinued production of watches. 


Thomaston Land and improvement Co. began operations and built the 
houses on Hillside Avenue and Gilbert Street. 





1917 


1918 
1919 


1920 


Sacred Heart of Jesus Polish society was formed. 


World War | involved United States and once again Thomaston boys were 
called to serve their country. 


World War | ended. 

Crystal radio sets, which were operated with earphones, were a new novelty 
in town. 

July 1, Thomaston honored her war veterans with a welcome home parade. 


William Woodruff died. Seth E. Thomas Jr. took over control of Clock 
Company. 


July 25, American Legion post formed. It was named after Clifford R. 
French, first Thomaston man to give his life in the service of his country 
during World War |. Forbes Gibbs was the first commander and the first 
home was two unprententious rooms in the Bradstreet Block. 


Thomaston Manufacturing Company relocated at 41 Electric Avenue. 


Thomaston Supply Company was organized by Joseph Hopkins, Robert 
Goodwin and Nils Swanson. 


Alexander Gregorek Post Veterans of Wars was founded. 


1921 The week of July 29th work was started on the construction of the Grove 


APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


Street School. 


September 11th the funeral of Alexander Gregorek, killed during World War 
|! and for whom the V.F.W. was named, was held. 


1922 


Work was in progress on the erection of a new steel bridge at Frost’s Bridge 
to replace the one washed away in March. 


Sammy Lawson won a 30 minutes wrestling bout and half of the $120 gate at 
the carnival on Sanford Avenue lot. 


A bid of $21,000 was made for the purchase of the Thomaston Knife Co. 
property. 


Ground was broken for a new two story frame building on East Main Street. 
Upon completion Harry L. Blakeslee moved his hardware store from the 
Bradstreet Block to the new location. 


The first edition of The Owl, senior class book of the High School, appeared 
in 32 pages. 


Robert Innes sold his coal and contracting business to his sons Allan and 
John after conducting it for 46 years. 


A class of eight girls and three boys were graduated from the High School. 
This was the last class to graduate from the school on the Center green. 
Agnes White was valedictorian and Carrie Dickinson was salutatorian. 


Clifford R. French Post, American Legion and Auxilary made pans to move 
memorial tablet from the Town Hall Corridor to the Soldier’s Monument on 
Memorial Green. 


Alexander Gregorek Post, V.F.W. voted to change the meeting place from 
Pythian Hall to the Innes building on East Main Street, beginning July 1. 














JULY 


AUGUS1 


SEPTEMBER 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


JULY 


A special town meeting voted to accept the bequest of Martha Woodruff Wil- 
liams of $21,000 for the erection of a receiving vault for Hillside cemetery. 


The ty state concrete highway through the center of town was completely 
opened. 


The American Legion conducted a tag day for funds to place the honor roll on 
the green. 


Eagle Rock Chapel filed incorporation papers. 
Dr. Winfield Wight purchased the property of Dr. R. S. Goodwin. 


cgay hill climbing contest created interest at Bradstreet’s lot on Clay 
treet. / 


Thomaston Knife Co. was sold to Henry S. Hitchock and a partner, both of 
Woodbury. 

Leveritt D. Kenea, the oldest man in Thomaston, died in his 92nd year. He 
was an original Stockholder in Plume & Atwood. 

The new $61,000 high school building was ready for occupancy. 

The U.S. Government was talking about buying land here to erect a new post 
office building. 


A daylight robbery was perpetrated in the F.T. Bidwell jewelry store in the 
town hall building. Thirty three rings were stolen. 


Fred Parke opened a dry goods and grocery store at Reynolds Bridge. 
The Bristol Street Rod & Gun Club engaged rooms in the Webster Block. 


Thomaston Athletic Association was formed at a meeting in Welton’s Hall. 


W. H. Lyons announced plans to erect a 40’ x 60’ building on the corner of 
Main & Park Streets. 


A. J. Donovan sold his grocery store on East Main Street. 
The attention of parents was called to the poor attendance at school. The 


cause for this was largely due to parents keeping children from school for 
matters of convenience rather than necessity. 


The High School Juniors enacted a town meeting, passing an ordinance to 
the effect that all members of the Ku Klux Klan should be compelled to give 
their names to a selectman. 


a han Gregorek Post V.F.W. also passed resolution condemming 


1923 
No summer vacation at Seth Thomas Clock Co. because of large number of 
orders. 
Workmen on the new Waterbury highway kill a rattlesnake 52 inches long. 


More than 100 attend annual picnic of the Swedish Congregational Church at 
the farm of Nils Swanson. 


Congressman Joe Smith paid the town a visit and spent a long time looking 
over the new high school, for which we have him to thank. He is working now 
to get money for an auditorium. 





AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


Local brass workers are jubilant over the upturn of business at Plume and 
Atwood. An extra day a week has been added. 


Dennis Sullivan resigns as foreman of Crescent Hose Co. Maurice Stuart was — 


elected foreman, Clarence Pratt, first assistant and Daniel Gearen, second 
assistant. 


aes O’Brien is making improvements on his bowling alleys on East Main 
reet. 


A local branch of Connecticut Council of Catholic Women is organized. Mise 
Doris Higgins is Chairman. 


Stores closed at noon and business generally is suspended as town joins na- 
tion in mourning the death of President Warren G. Harding. 


Lightning strikes Power Co. plant on Electric Avenue causing slight damage | 
and suspension of electric service for some hours. 

Mrs. Martha J. Terry leaves $125,000 estate for the establishment of a | 
hospital for Plymouth and Thomaston residents. | 
Plans are begun to form a Thomaston Chapter of Sons of Union Veterans. | 
Enrollment of 819, largest in history of Thomaston Schools. | 


Deputy Sheriff Harry Muir was officially appointed post-master to “a 
Wm. L. Hanley. 


Proposal to buy a motor truck, replacing horse-drawn hook and ladder — 
apparatus will be voted on at town meeting. 


Mils B. Gray, a Civil War Veteran, dies at his home on Branch Road. He was 


| 
83 Mils B. Gray, a Civil War Veteran, dies at his home on Branch Road. He ) 
was 83 years of age. 


Decision is reached to place the permanent honor roll of World War Veterans — 
on the Green near the Soldiers Monument. 


OCTOBER Town meeting adopts an ordinance for licensing pedlars. 


NOVEMBER 


The Chevrolet coupe is advertised by Harold Blake as selling for $640 


F.0.B. Johnston’s Auto Station says the Buick is the only four-cylinder car im 
the country with four-wheel brakes. | 


Louis Gardella and Louis Schiappacasse, partners for 15 years, dissolves, 


ee Mr. Gardella buying Mr. Schiappacasse’ Ss interest in “‘Candy- — 
an | 


Judge Albert P. Bradstreet, one of the oldest members of the Connecticut 
bar, former state representative and senator dies at age 77 on October 12th. | 


Harry Dickenson is reappointed fire chief for his 10th successive term. 
Mrs. Emily Spencer celebrates her 92nd birthday. 
There are 400 automobiles registered in Thomaston. 


Parade and special exercises will mark the dedication of the permanent honor 
roll on the green. 





Twenty-one eligibles signed application for charter for local camp of Sons of 
Union Veterans. 

















DECEMBER 


JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 


Ponies football team puts in a week of practice sessions in preparation for 
game with Torrington West Ends. 


Preparations have been made for the entertainment of about 100 visitors, 
including Civil War Veterans at the institution of the new Sons of Union 
Camp in Pythian Hall. 


A special town meeting was called to vote on Sunday meetings. 


1924 


Fire destroys two family houses on Railroad Street. Cask of wine rescued 
from cellar, is confiscated by the spectators. 


Dr. Winfield E. Wight narrowly escaped injury when his car slid over an em- 
bankment on Railroad Street. 


Kosh Raymond has taken up his duties as baggage master at the railroad 
station. 


Sherwood Beardslee was elected secretary of the Waterbury Musicians’ 
local. Sher, who is a member of the local school board, was also elected a 
delegate to the national convention in Kansas City in June. 


A system of one-man trolley cars is enaugurated on the Thomaston Water- 
bury lines. 


Madden Bros. are harvesting 10-inch ice at the Sand Dam. 


Peter Cunningham is awarded contract to carry mail between Thomaston and 
Plymouth Post Offices. 


R. S. Newton gets the contract to wire 23 homes of the Plume and Atwood 
Mfg. Co. for electricity. 

Waterbury Jewel Co. was sold for $4,000. Many local persons lose invest- 
ments. . 


Firemen battle blaze at Lipman Building with mercury at 10 below zero. 
Building is destroyed. 


Thomaston Mfg. Co. announces plans to erect an addition to their plant on 
Electric Ave. 


C. L. Russell Post, G A R celebrates its 40th Anniversary. 


The reason the flag was not displayed on the Town Hall Building on Lincoln’s 
birthday is explained by the fact it was undergoing repairs as a result of a 
recent windstorm when it was badly torn. 


Roland M. Austin establishes a yellow Cab Company here with headquarters 
at Donovan’s Gas Station. 


a H. Lyons buys a new 24-passenger bus for the Thomaston-Terryville 
oute. 


Former Selectman George C. Hosford, a Civil War Veterans, dies in Ply- 
mouth at age of 77. 


Coal dealers announce drop of $1 per ton in price of coal to $17. 


J. Howard Roberts and Newton Holbrook are elected delegates to the 
Republican state and congressional conventions, respectively. 


Sammy Lawson of Plymouth sponsors several boxing bouts In the court room. 
J. C. Spencer, owner of local jewelry store, dies at age 66. 





APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


Thomaston Water Co. agrees to place fire hydrants on the East Side, threes 
which will be on Railroad Street. 


ets + pa listens to a radio broadcast from Manchester, England 2 























Forces of men under the supervision of the selectmen have been working @ 
the roads, which are in worse condition than they have been for sometin 


The drive for membership in the Thomaston Memorial Association & 
resulted so far in 432 members. Boy Scouts did the canvassing. 


Damage of between $2000 and $3000 was caused by fire in store room : 
Thomaston Knife Co. 


The new Lipman building on Main Street will be ready in the fall. There w 
se three “a on the first floor with two apartments and a dental office & 
the second. 


A force of 10 men have begun work extending the water main from Stough 
Street to Railroad Street. James Greene was one of the strongest advocates 
of extension of the main. 


While ploughing land for Joseph Schlander three years ago, Frank Gangie 
lost his pocketbook containing $61 in bills. Recently, while ploughing tt 
same ground, he found the pocketbook in a badly decomposed condition, Bat 
the bills were intact. 


Thomaston is to have its usual series of band concerts this summer. 
Fire Commissioners voted to buy a Maxim truck at a cost not to excee 


A change in railroad train schedules brings last mail into town at 9 P.M 


Misses Evelyn Muir and Emma Thulin secure positions in the local telephon 
exchange. 


Average cost per pupil in local school is listed as $76.72 in elementary an 
$86.25 in high school. 
There were six births, five marriages and three deaths in Thomaston durim 
June. 
Thermometers registered 94 degrees, hottest weather of the summer. 
It is planned to move the post office from the west end of the town hall buile 
ing to the south side, where 400 more square feet of space will be provide 
The Webster and Morse Blocks on Main Street are being painted. Leste 
Pratt and his men are doing the work. 


Rev. John J. Walsh, pastor of St. Thomas Church for 19 years, was strick= 
by illness and passed away. Scores were unable to gain admission to 
church for funeral services. 


Many persons have come from out of town to view the large clock har 
suspended from a window in the second floor of the Movement Shop, part: 
a large clock being made by Seth Thomas for the Colgate Soap Co. 


Twenty-five cans, or about 10,000 fingerling trout were released in loc 
streams this week by the State Hatchery. 


Clifford R. French Post with 50 members in line, won the silver loving cup z 
best appearance in the American Legion Parade in Torrington. 


= 15. 


a | 








World’s largest clock, made by Seth Thomas is shipped to Colgate Plant in 
New Jersey. Dial of the time piece is 50 feet in diameter; minute hand, 37 
feet, 3 inches; hour hand 27 feet, 6 inches; total weight of movement and 
hands, four tons. 


Madden Brothers will build another ice house at the Sand Dam this fall. The 
one erected last year being insufficient for the needs of their increasing 
business. 


OCTOBER Annual town report shows town debt was reduced $13,187.04, during the 
past year. Final payment of $12,500 is made on town hall building debt which 
has run nearly 40 years. 


Edwin A. Bradley, Wm. A. Blodgett and Daniel Gearin are elected to the 
Board of Selectman at annual town election. 


Funeral services for Dr. Ralph S. Goodwin were held in New Haven. 
Edward G. Hotchkiss is named chairman and James Goodall, secretary of the 
Board of Education. 

NOVEMBER Se eich is expected to give Coolidge 900 votes. Thomaston gave him a 2 
to 1 vote. 


Since school opened, 40 cases of scarlet fever have been reported to Dr. 
James H. Kane, health officer. 


Thomaston Marine Band celebrated its 30th birthday. 


Rev. Jerome Cook, assistant pastor at St. Thomas Church, for the past 22 
years has been transferred to St. Roses Church in New Haven. 


The Seth Thomas Foreman’s Association is entered into the bowling, 
pinochle and cribbage tournament with the Case Foreman’s Association. 


All Scotch people interested in the formation of a Scottish Social Club are 
asked to meet in Pythian Hall to discuss plans. 


Henry Oldenwald leaves Town Hall Barber Shop after conducting the 
business for 25 years. 


A new hair curling device, called permanent waving is being advertised. 





DECEMBER The arrival of a new fire truck was celebrated by Hook and Ladder Co. #1. 
About 50 persons attended a supper, speeches and vocal selections. 


Al Keogel, the popular restauranteur, is about to open up a new place at 
Warner’s Corner. 


Moving pictures of the world’s largest clock, manufactured by Seth Thomas, 
are shown at the Opera House. 


One day previous to Christmas the local post office sold 3100 one-cent stamps 
in addition to 2000 of other denominations. 


1925 


JANUARY Rep. J. Howard Roberts has been appointed to the judiciary committee of the 
General Assembly. His appointment is considered unusual for a new 
member and one of the youngest members of the legislature. He is also on 
the rules committee. 


Local factories shut down for: the eclipse of the sun, and stores report heavy 
sale of smoke glasses. 


FEBRUARY The American Legion purchased the old Seth Thomas office building on the 


MARCH 


APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


corner of Park & Elm Streets. 


Jeffrey Donahue of Elm Street, employed as a blacksmith for E. M. Crouch of 
Electric Avenue for 19 years resigned. Mr. Crouch is discontinuing his 
horseshoeing business. 


Thomastonians are journeying to Waterbury to see ‘‘Gone With The Wind.” 


Ground was broken for an addition to the Ciafardone block at the corner o 
Goodwin Court & South Main Streets. 


Petition for extension of lights on North Main Street was turned down by 
voters at a town meeting. 


On March 13th a fire wiped out four stores, a pool hall, a restaurant and 
threatened a large apartment building on Main Street. The fire started a= 
midnight and it was three in the morning when it was brought under control, 
leaving in it’s wake a $100,000 loss, Welton Block destroyed, and extensive 
damage to Webster Block. 


Members of the Thomaston Ukelele Club entertained Miss Marion Botsford 
on her birthday. 


E. G. Hotchkiss closed out his general store on East Main Street to devote his 
time to his undertaking and automobile business. 


Work is progressing on the Ciafardone block at the corner of Main and Good- 
win Court and on the building at Main and Park Street. Work has begun on 
the one story addition to the Marine Shop and there are rumors that the Seth 
Thomas plans to vacate the movement shop. 


Operations have begun by the Hallden Machine Co. in the jewel company 
oto on Maple Street, the present force consisting of about 20 skilled 
workmen. 


Heat wave hits town with a termperature of 102 recorded in Plymouth. 
Crowds are swarming to Bantam Lake and the Sand Dam. 


E. G. Hotchkiss sold his paper, paint and window shade business on East 
Main Street to Miss Dorothy Bavier, who will continue the business at the 
same location. 


A. M. Flint sold his clothing store to Colt and Co. of Winsted after con- 
ducting the business here for 25 years. 


The Second annual carnival and block dance staged by the Veterans of 
Foreign ib ai was held on the green, with block dancing on the adjacent con- 
crete road. 


Innes Brothers opened a Watertown branch of their coal and wood business. 
Dr. Harold Curran rented an apartment in Patrick McGrath’s house on Main 
Street and started a practice here. 


A motorcycle climb was staged at Fischer’s Flats with a 40 space cleared for 
the 300 foot climb. 


The department store of Miss Dorothy Bavier was transferred from the Hop- 
kins building on East Main Street to the Webster Block on Main Street. 


Dr. Dickerson will open a dental office in the Webster Block. 





NOVEMBER 


JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 
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MAY 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 
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The steam engine at the Marine Department of the Seth Thomas Clock 
Company was removed and a transformer installed for electric power. 


1926 


First Selectman Edwin A. Bradly presented a white marble baptismal font to 
the Congregational Church in memory of his wife. 


Student council was formed at high school. 

W. T. Grant Co. leased store space on Main Street from W. G. Johnston. 
ra was turned on locally and Albert and Henry Koegel were the first to burn 
it. 

About 12 inches of snow fell during blizzard. High Street was completely 
impassable. 


Local coal dealers ran short in the supply of hard coal due to a mine strike. 


A new heating system was installed in the town hall and fire house. 


The town called for bids on the remodeling of the part at North and East 
Main Street. 


Seth Thomas offered the park on South Main Street to the town. 


A year today after fire destroyed the Welton Biock the W. T. Grant Company 
alga in the New Johnston Block, built on the site of the burned Welton 
ock. 


Charles H. Kenney Co. of Waterbury got the contract of remodeling the park 
in the center for $11,600. 

seth Thomas announced a 45 hour week instead of 50 hours. 

On the eighth of May the morning thermometers registered 26 degrees 
above zero. 

Thomaston’s share of the New Reynolds Bridge was set at $10,000. The 
project cost $280,000. 

Bids were asked for the construction of a new building for the Thomaston 
National Bank. 

Innes Bros. started excavation work for the new National Bank building. 


Roberts’ mill, a landmark at Reynolds Bridge was torn down. 


Colt and Co. moved into new quarters in the Johnston building on Main 
Street. 


The first band concert was given in the new band stand in Center Park. 


Bids were sought on the construction of the new Reynolds Bridge which is to 
be one of the largest in the State. 


The cost of remodeling the Park and the building of the band stand in the 
center was paid for by Miss Edith L. Kenea who presented it to the town in 
memory of her father Leverett D. Kenea. 


Fred Wood bought the milk business of Charles Moit. 


Seth Thomas Clock Co. announced a five hour a week increase in the working 
schedule making a total of 50 hours. 
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Plans were being made for the landscaping of the Park at South Main anc 
Elm Street which was a gift to the town from Seth Thomas Clock Co. 


Franklin Lodge of Odd Fellows moved its lodge rooms from the Bradstree: 
Block to the top floor of the Andrews Building on Grand Street. 



















A new lunch cart was set up on the Lyon’s lot at the corner of Main and Pare 
Streets. The Hi-Y club was organized. 


The Thomaston National Bank opened in its new building. 
1927 


A Torrington firm was engaged in the work of building the approaches to t 
new Reynolds Bridge. 


The voters were to consider a proposal to sell the East Side Brick School in- 
stead of spending $22,000 for modernization. 
Angle parking on Main Street was enacted at a special town meeting. Ne 
action was taken on the sale of the East Side School. 


Otto Vogt purchases the Irwin Fenn farm on the Torrington Road. 
property has been in the Fenn family for more than 100 years. 


Reynolds Bridge organized the Grays baseball nine to enter the County 
league. 
A new electric stamp cancelling machine was installed at the Post Office 


J. Howard Roberts was appointed Prosecutor of the newly created Criminal 
Court of Common Pleas of Litchfield County. 


Thomas M. Lyons moved his real estate and insurance business to East Main 
Street. 

Angelina Lauretano opened a millinery store on Park Street. 
Twelve local stores united in a Dollar Day sales event, the first in six years. 


A supply of Lindbergh air maii stamps arrived at the local Post Office. 


Joseph M. Warner pioneer knife maker and the founder of the Thomaston 
Knife Co. died at the age of 75 years. | 


William H. Lyons was awarded the contract for carrying local and Terryville 
school children succeeding Roland Austin. 


The a road to the approach of the new Reynolds Bridge road was opened 
to traffic. 


A total of 427 persons cast ballots in the town election. Edwin Bradley, 
Eugene Torrence and James Truelove were named Selectmen. 


The town voted to buy the Thomas property at a price of $25,000 for use asa 
school site. 


Work was started on the construction of Castle’s bridge to eliminate the 
railroad grade crossing. 


A survey for a sewer system in the town was begun by Buck & Sheldon of 
Hartford. 
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1928 


T. M. Lyons & Son moved their insurance office from the Lyon’s building on 
East Main Street to Webster Block. 


Madden Brothers were harvesting ten inch ice at Sand Dam Pond. 


Eight lamps were placed on the new East Main Street bridge. 


The school committee was planning to use the newly purchased Thomas 
property for a ball field and playground. 


Plans were made to improve the appearance of Memorial Park. The 
selectman agreed to contribute $50, the balance of the cost to be borne by 
patriotic organizations. 


The increase in the grand list of $680,000 is expected to hold the tax ley of 23 
mills, in spite of the extra expenses of the new Reynolds Bridge. 


Bids on the construction of a State highway from Kenea Park to Bristol were 
accepted by the State Highway Department. 


The Thomaston Minstrel Club held it’s first reunion in 25 years with a 
banquet at the Park Street Hotel. 


The East Side Community Club was formed with Mrs. George Winslow 
president. The aim of the group was to take active interest in all local affairs 
and particulary to make the easterly section of the town a community of 
which all residents could be proud. 

Patsy DiMaria opened a variety store in the Lyons Block on Main Street. 
Improvements were completed at Kenea Park. 


The new Thomaston bridge is opened to traffic. It is 488 feet long and the 
oe ott Na cia type bridge in the country. it’s cost to the town was about 


Twelve new benches were placed in Seth Thomas Park. 
Luther J. Potter, assistant treasurer of the Thomaston Savings Bank was 


named Secretary and Treasurer of the newly organized Terryville Trust Co. 


The State Highway Commission decided definitely to eliminate the grade 
crossing at the foot of Plymouth Hill by building a bridge. 


Seth Thomas reduced it’s working schedule to five nine-hour days. 
Gus Matz sold his milk business to the Madden Bros. 


The work of installing the light fixtures on the new bridge at Reynolds Bridge 
was completed and the bridge was illuminated every night. 

Local business men meet at the Park Hotel to form a merchants association. 
The Thomaston Merchants Bureau was organized with Harry L. Blakeslee as 
President. 

The Scottish Social Bluc conducted a successful fourth annual masquerade at 
the Opera House. 


The old ice house at Crystal Lake, owned by Edward G. Hotchkiss, was 
destroyed by fire. 
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Trolley service between Thomaston and Waterbury was discontinued. 
Busses replace the trolleys. 


Lyons Auto Co. sold the Thomaston-Torrington bus line to the New England 
Transportation Co. The purchase was made in order to establish a through 
bus route between Waterbury and Winsted. 


1929 


Three persons were instantly killed and several injured when a locomotive 
and two passenger cars left the rails at Castle’s Bridge. 

Madden Bros. filled their ice houses with about 3,500 tons of ice. 
Hearings before the public utilities commission indicate the East Main Street 
over-head bridge will be constructed in the spring. 


-hoed police raided several stores and made ten arrests for operating punch 
boards. 


The selectmen were considering changing the flag pole from atop of the 
Town Hall building to over the balcony of the Opera House entrance. 


At an adjourned town meeting voters approved the purchase of the Leigh’s 
lot on South Main Street for $1500 to be used in a proposed sewerage dis- 
posal system. 


Constable James P. Ryan was appoint house officer for the Opera House. 
Mains of the Waterbury Gas & Light Co. were extended from the main road 
across the river to Jackson Street. 

New bridge built at Reynolds Bridge. 

Electric car rails were removed from East Main Street to permit concrete to 
be poured where the new bridge is built. 

George P. Bradstreet, former selectman and grandson of Seth Thomas 1, 
died at his home on Main Street. He was 81 years old. 

A new flag pole is erected over the entrance to the Opera house. 


The town’s share of the entire cost of $158,000 of the East Main Street Bridge 
was set at $8,000. The state’s share $87,000 and the railroad’s $63,000. 


The Merchants Bureau voted to close the stores on Tuesday afternoons. 
Henry VW. Wood was given a four-year contract to carry mail to the Northfield 
Post Office. He succeeded the late Elbert Hopkins. 

Alexander Gregorek Post V.F.W. won the silver cup for the neatest 
appearance in the Parade at the State convention in Winsted. 

Leslie Platt purchased the Kramer Bros. market located in the Bradstreet 
Block. 


Peter Mates of Meriden purchased the McGrath restaurant from Patrick 
McGrath. 


A state meeting of 100 delegates of Polish organizations was held here. 


Ve Thomaston Fish & Game club released 200 pheasants received from the 
tate. 
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SEPTEMBER Funeral services for James Goodall were largely attended. Public schools 
were closed and all business in town suspended during the service. 


Aviator’s identification marks were painted on the Plume & Atwood Mfg. Co. 
shed by members of Clifford R. French Post, American Legion. 

The town voted to place the German cannon, presented to the town four 
years earlier, by Gregorek Post V.F.W., on Memorial Park. 


The Rosebud Gift Shop, conducted by Mrs. Gertrude Bearslee was sold to 
Mrs. W. N. Austin and Miss Dewell of Plymouth and moved from the 
Webster Block to the D’Andrea Block on East Main Street. 


' A huge parade marked the ceremonies dedicating the World War | cannon on 
Memorial Park. 


Alterations were started at the Opera House in preparation for the 
introduction of sound pictures. 


The Fire Department received an ‘‘appreciation’’ check for $25.00 from the 
Plymouth grange for it’s good work during a recent fire. 


1930 


JANUARY The Seth Thomas Clock Co. factory started operating on a 35 hour week while 
Plume & Atwood Mfg. Co. continued on four 10 hour days. 


The Paramount Theater in the Opera house held its formal opening. 


FEBRUARY The speed limit through the center of town was set at 25 miles per hour. 
Maurice Platts and Harold Conway formed the firm of Platts and Conway to 
engage in chimney cleaning and repairing. 


APRIL Mrs. Dora Dutton closed her restaurant in the Andrews building and opened 
one in Middlebury. 


MAY The showing of motion pictures on Sunday was approved at a recent special 
town meeting by a vote of 244 to 104. 
The official population of the town was 4,173. 


JUNE T. J. Smith and Sons of Torrington were given the contract for redecorating 
the interior of the Center School building. 


JULY The Board of Education denied a petition bearing 400 signatures to abandon 
- the plan of establishing a kindergarten. 
Two Saturday afternoon trains were discontinued on the local branch for lack 
of patronage. 
q AUGUST The southern half of the new East Main Street bridge was opened to traffic. 


SEPTEMBER A Tom Thumb golf course was erected by Albert Anderson on Park Street. 


In the Republican caucus Edwin A. Bradley was nominated for selectman for 
the 15th consecutive year. 


NOVEMBER Population 4188. 
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1931 
The Rod Path Inc. acquired by Albert Koegel and William Johnston was re- 
named ‘‘The Castle’’. 
The State Park Commission announced a proposal to spend $275,000 for the 
development of Black Rock park. 


Dr. Frederick S. Parsons was making extensive alterations to his Grove 
Street home, preparing to move his dental office there. 

Joseph Wall opened a barber shop at Electric Avenue and East Main Street. 
Italian American Club was formed. 


The school board voted to divide teachers’ salaries into 12 installments 
instead of 10, so teachers could be paid during the summer months. 


The Italian-American Social Club was organized with Pompilio D’Andrea as 
President. 


Innes Bros. began work on the construction of a filter plant at the Thomaston 
reservoir on Plymouth Hill. 

Because of overcrowding in the schools, officials approved a system whereby 
students would attend school only for recitations. 


The Liederkranz Society presented its first concert at the Paramount Theater 
under the direction of William A. Wehrle. 


1932 
Fire in the Lipman Building caused considerable damage to Anderson’s 
restaurant. 
Fifty six births, 45 deaths and 22 marriages were recorded in Thomaston 
during 1931. 


cs Lattemer opened a men’s furnishing store in Webster Block on Main 
treet. 


Andy O’Niel jokingly tried to move third base nearer home plate in a contest 
between the Old Timers of Waterbury and those of Thomaston. 


Brakes failed on acircus trailer and it rolled down Plymouth Hill and crashed 
into the railroad station. 14 workers inside the trailer were injured. 


“pes Light and Power Co. moved from Lipman Building on Main 
treet. 


Rod and Gun Club planned formal opening of new club house on Northfield 
Road with motion pictures to be shown by S. Kellog Plume. 


22 Drum Corps participated in a parade, drill and dance sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus boys’ Fife and Drum Corp’s first anniversary. 


The citizens committee formed to fight high water rates in Thomaston plan to 
meet with Public Utilities Committee. 
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Charles E. Morse 88, a Civil War Veteran, was feted by Elisha Kellogg 
Camp, sons of Union Veterans, and auxiliary. 


Pythian Sisters celebrated 25th anniversary with state officers in attendance. 


C. E. Smith and Alfred N. Pratt, Jr. returned from Long Meadow, Mass. 
where they installed a Seth Thomas Tower Clock in the steeple of the First 
Church of Christ. 


Selectman E. R. Kaiser praised individuals and organizations who gave 
donations to aid the unemployed during the depression and will provide 
Christmases for all needy families. 


As economy measure the selectmen voted to dispense with all electric lights 
not absolutely necessary the next two months. 


An urgent plea for shoes and clothing for the needy of the town was issued by 
the local Red Cross Chapter. 


Miss Rena O’Connell and Miss Margaret O’Connell are guests at the 
inaugural ball, honoring Governor Cross, in Hartford. 


1933 
Thomaston Rod and Gun Club held first anniversary meeting. 


Wire mill at Plume and Atwood is working four days a week. 


seth Thomas Clock Company’s decision to terminate operation of its dam re- 
sults in the purchase by Innes Bros. of the canal, allowing the town the right 
of way for a future sewer system. 


Plume and Atwood operates on five days. Many unemployed are receiving 
assistance from the town. 

All local and RFD first class mail may now be sent with a two-cent instead of 
a three-cent stamp. 

Rev. Murray Hunter, new pastor of the Methodist Church, has moved into 
the parsonage with his wife and daughter. 


Sunday baseball games on the Sanford Avenue diamond are being dis- 
oe aan due to residents objecting to the noise and confusion on the Sab- 
ain. 


Jim Hannon and Tom Johnson took some excellent pictures of the Solar 
Eclipse with a35mm camera, with a three-inch reflecting telescope attached. 


Dr. Robert Hazen is elected president of the Thomaston Saving’s Bank. 
It is reported that 75 local families are now being aided by the town. 
Because of lack of rains, many wells in the vicinity have dried up. The reser- 
voir is low but with the large reserve supply, no shortage is expected. 


Most popular daytime attire for Mislady this season is the smooth bell skirt 
that flares from the hips. Skirts are eight to ten inches from the ground. 


Work is expected to start soon on new baseball diamond which will be laid 
out by the town on Plume and Atwood meadow. 


Jesse Terwilliger, manager of,the Part Street Hotel for the past six years has 
resigned and will be succeeded by Albert Keogel. The hotel is operated 
under the management of Seth Thomas Clock. 
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About 500 voters attended a special meeting called to take action on the 
erection of anew school building. The meeting was adjourned abruptly when 
ex-Senator Ralph L. French pointed out the town finances were dependent on 
the manufacturing industry, that business conditions were generally poor 
and that during the coming winter, the feeding and health of children might 
be a far greater problem than the need for education. 


For the first time since World War |, business has increased at Plume and 
Atwood, to the extent that a night shift is now necessary. 


George Grilley 82, founder of the Thomaston Press passed away this month. 


Work at Seth Thomas factory has made it necessary to call in former em- 
ployees for a day or two, many of whom have not worked in some time. 


Conn. Light and Power Co. is erecting an outdoor sub-station at its plant on 
Electric Avenue. 
Albert Purdy 80, one of the first rural mail carriers dies after long illness. 


Approval was given for the increase to $2,000 in the salary of the First 
Selectman. 


Jesse Terwilliger, former manager of Park Street Hotel, opens a tea room 
and inn in old Warner Homestead on Waterbury Road. 


Over 50 bushels of potatoes raised on the town farm this summer have been 
distributed among the needy. 
First National Store was broken into and about $150 in cigarettes taken. 


H. S. Liederkranz Society moved into new quarters in the Italian-American 
Club on Electric Avenue. 


Consumers now must pay 14 cents a quart for raw or pasteurized milk, and 17 
cents for Grade A. 


Annual Red Cross drive is underway. Both money and clothes are badly 
needed for the assistance of local families during the coming winter. 

sb nbs hundred pounds of pork has been received in town for distribution to the 
needy. 


School Superintendent Raymond Brown is re-elected president of the Conn. 
State Teachers Association. 


The old man and his bitter for, the mouse, make their annual appearance in 
Lemmons Drug Store. For 47 years this mechanical contraption has been a 
sheer delight for young and old. 


Thomaston is snowed-under ten inches of snow and the temperature stands 
at 12 below. 


Nearly 3,000 Christmas Seais are sold by the children of Center School. 


1934 


Raymond Cleveland, is appointed plant engineer at Seth Thomas Clocks 
filling its position formerly held by Joseph Walcott. 


The Scottish Social Club celebrated its 10th anniversary at a Robert Burns 
birthday party. 


Edwin A. Bradley celebrated his 80th birthday. Mr. Bradley retired in 1932, 
after serving as the town first selectman for 16 years. 
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Center School children who carry their lunch are being served hot cocoa at 
noon. Milk is provided by the Tuberculosis committee. 


A special town meeting is called to take action on the possible leasing of land 
at Mt. Tobe for the purpose of developing an airport in conjunction with the 
Town of Plymouth. 


Funeral rites were held for Miss Edna Thomas, great grandaughter of the 
founder of the Seth Thomas Clocks, at the Thomas homestead in which she 
was born. 

Temperatures drop to 32 degrees below, as recent drop-freeze hits town. 


The V.F.W. auxiliary sponsors a card party with one or more packs of 
cigarettes the admission charge. The cigarettes will be given to the Veterans 
at Newington Hospital. 


Work of clearing the airport site is started. About 50 men from Thomaston 
are employed. 


jal Plume and Atwood and Seth Thomas Co. are operating on a 32 hour 
week. 


The town grand list drops $104,000 creating a decrease of $2,500,000 in tax 
revenue. 


The history of Conn. done in pictures is being prepared by the pupils of grade 
6B with the observance of the State’s tri-centennial celebration next year. 
Due to the severity of the storms, the State Highway Department has spent 
$103,183 for extra labor in February and March. 

The Board of Education debates some tax payers desire to place local 
teachers in the school. No decision is reached. 

About 150 persons attend district convention of Knights of Pythias here. 


Microphones and amplifiers to reproduce Westminster Chime notes are 
being installed in the tower at Seth Thomas Clocks. 


Eclipse Glass was rebuilt after fire. 


The Italian-American Club moves into its new clubrooms at Schiappacase 
Grove. 


A military funeral is conducted for Joseph Simpson, Thomaston’s last resi- 
dent Civil War Veteran. 


Eclipse Glass Co. is adding an addition which doubles the present floor 
space. 


Oris Manufacturing Company began operation at Terry’s Bridge on the site 
of the Thomaston Knife Company. 


Stanley Kniewski opened Stanley’s Shoe Store on Main Street. 
Rev. John Burke, pastor of St. Thomas Church, has been transferred to 
Willimatic. Rev. John J. McGrath of Washington will succeed him. 


Charles Rood wins Conn. State CCC wood-chopping championship, and will 
represent the state in New England competition. 


Miss Mabel Lincoln succeeds Miss Emma Thulin as school nurse. 
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The Thomaston Marine Band is planning the presentation of a concert at the 
Paramount Theater in celebration of its 40th anniversary. 


A big football battle is coming up this month for the Thomaston Ponies when 
they meet the Waterbury Tubunes in this town. 


Fancy native turkeys are selling for 50 cents a pound retail. 
McGivney Circle Daughters of Isabella was formed. 


The Public Library re-opens following the installation of a new heating 
system. 


The American Legion, again this year is furnishing food for needy families. 
Barrels are being placed in stores for donations. 


Material for 80 quilts is being furnished to the town and the selectmen are 
appealing to women’s organizations to make these quilts for families who will 
need them this winter. 


The Choirs of Methodist, Congregational, Trinity and St. Thomas churches 
will sing hymns at the Christmas Tree in Kenea Park Christmas Eve. 


The new factory building of Seth Thomas Clocks on South Main Street, will 
be the site of a concert and dance as planned by the Mutual Aid Society of the 
Company. 


Frederick C. Flynn is recommended by postmaster by the Democratic Town 
Committee. 


Board of Education voted this month to close Reynolds Bridge School, and 
transfer the pupils of the third and fourth grades to Center School, and those 
in the first two grades to Pine Hill School. 


Mrs. Anna Poit acting school principal will succeed Miss Nettie Steward as 
principal. 


1935 


Upon petition of the residents of Reynolds Bridge, the school board voted to 
reopen the Bridge school which was closed last month as an economy 
measure. 


Taxpayers were pushing for the establishment of a Board of Finance, having 
noted the improvement in financial affairs in Plymouth, where such a board 
has been set up. 


Rep. Fred White of Thomaston introduced a bill in the State Legislature 
calling for the creation of a Board of Finance in this town. 


Gross Assesors’ valuation of the Plume & Atwood Mfg. Co. was $798,385 
according to the 1934 list. This was the highest vaiuation in Thomaston. 
Running a close second was Seth Thomas Clocks valued at $736,500. 


The town was asked to vote at a special town meeting to restore lights 
discontinued because of economy measures. 


The Board of Selectmen announced that the new Board of Finance was to be 
made up of: Ralph E. French, W. E. Wight, Allan C. Innes, A. J. Donovan, 
Daniel F. Gearin and Jeremiah J. Conway. 


The Conn. Light & Power Company bought the stock of The Thomaston 
Electric Light Company. The purchase was in accordance with a 1912 agree- 
ment when the firm leased the local plant. 
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W.P.A. project at a cost of $5302 was approved for the town. 

Officials and fathers of Boy Scouts attended dedication ceremonies at new 
Elm Street headquarters. 

The Board of Education voted to start slashing wages of women teachers. 
The Young Men’s Club sponsored a dance at Red Path Inn to raise money to 
replace shade trees and to install street markers. 

Eclipse Glass Company started work on a new building. 

The town received $24,000 in W.P.A. allotments for road improvements. 
The Board of Education unanimously voted for the building of a new high 
school. 

Sites available for the erection of a new post office were inspected by an 
agent for U.S. Postal Dept. 

The School Board debated whether local teachers should be placed on the 
faculty here. The proposal was submitted by a group of taxpayers. 
About 300 people attended a band concert at Kenea Park. 

Veterans of the area expected bonus bonds; about $75,000 worth were 
expected to arrive at the local post office. 

A Scout card party netted $51. The money was to be used to renovate Scout 
headquarters. 


Thomaston Firemen received first prize for best appearance at the Unionville 
Field Day. 


The French Room at the Thomaston Road & Gun Club was dedicated in the 
name of it’s donor Ralph L. French. 


The Canfield property on Main Street was sold to Victor & Martin Talley of 
Torrington. 


1936 


A heavy downpour of rain turns quiet streams into raging currents. 
Considerable damage was done by flash-floods. 


Thomaston Marine Band prepares for a concert in the old Paramount 
Theater. 


The H. S. Liederkranz Society is making plans for a masquerade dance party. 


Plans for a President birthday ball are completed. It will be held at the high 
school gym. 


Sub-committees of the school board are studying probable school needs. 
They started a tour of inspection of local schools this week. 

It cost the State Highway Dept. $103,183.35 extra for the first two months of 
the year, due to extra labor created by severe storm. 

A snow storm that threatened to blanket the area with at least 6’’ of snow 
passes over, leaving a thin coating of wet, slippery icing. 


Rehearsals for a minstrel with top area talent has begun in the Old 
Paramount Theater. 





A course in first aid was conducted last week at Camp Roberts. About 30 
residents registered but only 18 actually took it. 


A census on population here shows a drop of 13 over a year ago. 
APRIL Celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Colloguium Club is planned for 
April 20th with a dinner and entertainment at Red Path Inn. 


Miss Mildred Florian wins an award in bookkeeping at the annual Business 
Education Ass’n Convention in New Haven. . 


Crescent Hose Co. No. 2 observes its 55th anniversary. 
George A. Lemmon notes his 77th birthday. 

MAY The Canfield property becomes a new dining establishment with the opening 
May 14 of Talley’s Restaurant. 


The School board votes to cut wages of women teachers, to dispense with 
married teachers whose husbands are working and replace them with local 
girls and to have the superintendent teach four hours a day to replace one of 
the teachers. 


Members of the Young Men’s Club complete work on the tennis courts on 
North Main Street. 

JUNE Nearly 50 telephones on the East Side are out of commission during a violent 
electrical storm. 


The graduation of 55 high school seniors takes place in the Paramount e 
Theater. 


A sub-committee of the school board are conducting a thorough investigation 
of the school buildings and plans a tour of inspection of new building in 
nearby communities. 


JULY Samuel S. Lamb, only surviving member of Russell Post G.A.R., celebrates 
his 95th birthday at Masonic home. 
Inauguration of mail carrier service for Thomaston looms imminent. 
About 70 street signs are to be erected throughout the town. 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Sciarra are feted at a surprise 20th anniversary party. 
AUGUST The Board of Education unanimously approves the building of a new high 
school to accomodate 600 students. 


George Ong, Thomaston’s only Chinese resident dies at Waterbury Hospital 
after a cerebral hemorrhage. 


Judge Alfred M. Pratt resigns after 16 years, due to ill health. - 

John Hancock plans to open a Western Auto Store in Bradstreet Block. 
SEPTEMBER Announcement is made this week that the U.S. Government has purchased a . 

parcel of the Thomas property on Main Street for a new $85,000 post office. 


$85,000 is appropriated at a special town meeting toward the erection of a 
new high school. 


Seth Thomas Clock Co. reopens after a shut down following a walk out of em- 
ployees over the installation of a cost and time study plan. 


Stoughton Street (Panic Hill) is being repaved. 


el 





OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER ° 


JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH ° 


APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


The 65th anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone of Trinity Episcopal 
Church is observed at the Sunday morning service. 


Thomaston Savings Bank buys the remaining portion of the Thomas 
property. 


Work is begun on raising Thomas house, an historical landmark which stood 
on its present site for nearly a century. Henry Roraback bought it and moved 
It to his property in Harwinton. 


Dedication exercises for the monument erected in Seth Thomas Park for a 
World War heroes will take place Armistice Day. 


Registration of employers and employees in connection with the Social 
Security Act past this year, will be conducted by post office officials during 
the next few weeks. 


Thomaston National Bank will distribute $16,500 to 544 Christmas Ciub 
members. 


The largest striking clock in the United States is completed this week at Seth 
Thomas Clock Co. The timepiece will be installed in the tower at University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor. 


The new firm of Gill Bros., Inc. has been added to the list of Thomaston’s 
business enterprises. The firm makes screw machine products and is located 
on the premises of William Gill of Bristol Street. 


William Wehrle directs the community carol sing at the decorated tree on the 
corner of Main and High Streets. 


Plume and Atwood Mfg. Co. announces a pay increase of 50% to all mill 
employees. 


1937 
Prices of haircuts advanced from 40 to 50 cents and shaves from 20 to 25 
cents each. 
W. N. Austin, after 50 years in business, sold his trucking business to 
Eugene Alley. 
Thomaston inaugurated a move for city mail delivery. 


The plans for a new post office were approved by Washington. 

Construction of a new building at Plume & Atwood was started. 

A move was on to rid the town of ‘‘Knights of the Road’’. Hereforth tramps 

will be fined. 

Electric service was to be made available to residents of upper High Street. 

|. old wooden Case Shop on South Main Street was torn down by Innes 
ros. 

Street signs were installed in town. 

Patrick L. Ryan retires as foreman of the Crescent Hose Co. No. 1 after 

serving since 1926. 


The Southern New England Telephone Company purchased a 100’ x 150’ lot 
on High Street from Mrs. Hannah Langford with the possibility of erecting a 
new building. 
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Contracts totaling 300,000 were awarded to the Torrington Building Co. of 
Torrington and the A. M. Flagg Co. of Meriden for the construction of a hugh 
addition to the main building of Seth Thomas Clock factory. 


The Seth Thomas building on Marine Street, built in 1865, was scheduled to 
have additions built to the main factory. 


Construction of the new post office was begun on July 15. 


iwiany complaints of the habit of truck drivers emptying fish barrels in front of 
one of our main blocks uptown. This causes a very unpleasant odor to come 
from the sluice drain at this place. People can’t understand why it is 
permitted to continue. 


George Nedderman purchased from Ralph Irwin of Waterbury a tract of land 
on the corner of Grand and Center Streets where he opened a nursery. 


W. H. Lyons purchases Isaac Levy’s house on High Street. Lyons Funeral 
parlors located on East Main & Hotchkiss Funeral home on Union Street 
were relocated and merged as Hotchkiss Lyons Funeral Home. 


The Congregational Church celebrated its 100 anniversary with appropriate 
ceremonies. 


1938 


Felix Buzzi and Son of Torrington lowest bidder for new high school at 
$205,000. 


Robert Schwartz bought Knights of Columbus home on Park Street and 
announced plans to build a movie theatre. 


The Post Office moved into it’s present building on the 29th. 


Several improvements have been scheduled for the firehouse, made 
necessary by the weight of the apparatus, which is considered ‘‘too heavy for 
the floors’’ A $4,800 appropriation was voted to cover the costs. 


Damage estimated at several hundred dollars was caused early this morning 
at the First Congregational Church when smoke and soot escaped from a 
leaking flue and entered sections of the building. 


Dr. W. E. Wight succeeds Dr. James Kane as health officer. 


Wm. Moran and Vincent Doran, first mail carriers, inaugurate delivery 
services. 


The Post Office Department announced plans for an $850.00 mural for the 
new post office. 


The entire cell block of the local police station was fumigated this week. The 
odor was none too pleasant but the usual Knights of the Road did not refuse 
the hospitality of Officer James Ryan for a nights lodging. 


The Post Office announced extension of mail delivery to include homes on 
School, William and Stoughton Streets. 


Henry E. Stoughton, treasurer of the Thomaston Savings Bank, severed a 
connection of 40 years with the local bank yesterday by announcing his 
retirement from active business. The bank was founded in 1874 by an uncle 
of Mr. Stoughton’s, George H. Stoughton. 
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Mandel M. Green was named principal of the high school. 


Elmer F. Davenport, a graduate of Brown University is appointed new 
superintendent of school. Salary to be $3200, a considerable reduction from 
that now in effect. 


Tommy Colwell has passed on. He was a familiar figure about town, being 
a for his long walks. He never wore an overcoat. Never owned one said 
ommy. 


The Knights of Columbus home is soon to pass into history. It is one of the 
best built houses in town, and 25 years ago was one of Thomaston’s beauty 
spots. 


State Highway plans to lay concrete road from point below Center Street to 
Reynolds Bridge. 


Frank J. Szymanski passed his state dental examinations last month, 
according to an announcement of the State Dental Commission. 


W.P.A. approval has been given for building high school auditorium. Work 
will begin shortly. The rest of the building is about 40% complete. 


Dr. Frank J. Szymanski will open an office in Morse Block on Main Street. 


42 students were enrolled in first grade of Center School — the highest in 
several years, 10 more than estimated. In addition there were 9 at Reynolds 
Bridge School and 17 at Brick School. 


Mrs. Mary Adams, for the past 17 years a member of the local post office 
staff, has resigned her position. Mrs. Evelyn Emonz, a substitute clerk on 
the staff for the past 11 years will succeed to the vacancy. 


Howard Roberts of this town was nominated for state senator, from the 32nd 
district at the Republican Convention in Woodbury. 


George A. Lemmon, 79, widely-known druggist died at his home on Elm 
otreet Wednesday morning. Mr. Lemmon established his own drug store 
here in 1881 in Bradstreet Block. He was affectionately known to his wide 
circle of friends ad ‘‘G A’’. He came to town in 1879. He first worked at 
William’s Drug Store and later with Horton Pease. It was during this time the 
first telephone exchange was established in Thomaston, and Mr. Lemmon 
was manager of the exchange. He was postmaster in Thomaston for 12 years, 
a member of the board of education and the last surviving charter member of 
Crescent Hose Co. 


selections of appropriate Christmas music will be broadcast from 9 to 9:20 
Christmas Eve and again at 5 P.M. Christmas Day from the tower of the Seth 
Thomas Clock factory. 


1939 


Extension of city mail delivery to include Litchfield and Marine Streets was 
made this week. 


The lower road in Northfield on the Thomaston-Litchfield route will probably 
not be opened until late spring. The road has been closed since the hurricane 
last September. 


Consiruction of the new Thomaston Savings Bank, on the site of the old 
Thomas house, will begin about April 11. 
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The possible beginning of construction of a new theatre on Park Street by 
Robert Schwartz, who purchased the old Knights of Columbus property, is 
expected to begin in this spring. 


Isaac Miles of Gilbert Street inaugurated a meat delivery route this week. 


A public hearing on the bill providing biennial elections for Thomaston will 
be held at the state capital this week. Rep. Wm. G. Johnston introduced the 
bill to the General Assembly. 


The razing of the Marine Shop, in which the finest watches in the world were 
once produced, is nearly completed. Souvenir hunters are reaping a land- 
mine, carting away old ledgers, records and so forth. | 


Excavation for the new Thomaston Savings Bank will begin Monday. 


Twenty-five Norway Maples were set out on South Main, Grove, High and 
pacee "fila by the Young Men’s Club in its efforts to keep Thomaston 
eautiful. 


Revaluation of town real estate will begin next month in compliance with 
state statues, requiring such a move every ten years. 


The first Annual High School Edition of the Thomaston Express will make its 
appearance next Thursday. 


A huge American flag 8 x 12 feet has been donated for the new high school 
by James P. Monahan from the estate of G. A. Lemmon. 


You can get a haircut for 40 cents. You can bowl for ten cents a string. 


Rep. Wm. Johnston reported this week that the biennial election bill for 
Thomaston was passed by the State Assembly early this week. 


Thomas Pfaefflin of Elm Street has set a record for perfect attendance in the 
public schools. He has not been absent in the past 12 years and is now a 
member of the graduating class. He will be presented an expecially inscribed 
certificate. 


‘‘Glamorous Swim Suits, in flattering colors’’ $2.98 — Wehrle’s Dry Goods 
store. 


Patzy is always introducing something new. This time he has the ‘‘Kids’’ 
fighting for those delicious ice cream sandwiches. 


The local V.F.W. girls drum corps was tops in the YD Parade Saturday in 
Hartford. They led the State Department and it was done beautifully. This 
group is one of the most underrated organizations in town. 


Universal Pictures has rehearsed a film, a tribute to the Seth Thomas Plant 
which describes the factory as ‘‘one of the world’s largest plants’’. It will be 
shown soon at Paramount Theatre. 


Thomaston’s Main Street is entirely too dark at night. What lights we have 
are misplaced and are nowhere bright enough. How about lighting up our 
shopping district? 


The Thomaston Marine Band has been invited to give a concert at the 
World’s Fair in New York. All expenses of the trip; with the exception of ad- 
mission to the fair, would have to be borne by the group. 


Three new building establishments will have formal openings within the next 
two months. The Savings Bank, and Theatre and Talley’s Restaurant. 
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A ‘‘flash-flood’’ Monday did an estimated $100,000 worth of damage. About 
six inches of rain fell in about three hours. 


several hundred dollars of flood damage to the property of Trinity Church 
was reported by Rev. Leonard Smith, who stated that about 6 feet of water 
entered the Sunday School rooms. A piano, chairs and tables were upturned. 


Two bridges were washed out at Center and Marine Streets. 


Volunteer Firemen gained endless praise from all sections of town, emptying 

r cellars and stores. They pumped more than a foot of water from St. Thomas 
Clocks basement. Employees of Seth Thomas Clock factory were carried to 
the center in trucks, so deep was the water around the factory. 


- SEPTEMBER Park Playhouse opened its doors for the first time to more than 700 patrons in 
spite of rain. 


The town officially banned the sale and use of fireworks on July 4th. 


OCTOBER Angle parking on Main Street will no longer be allowed. State Highway 
Zones issue — Conn. Power Co. relocates poles so that parallel parking is 
possible. 


A building housing five new stores may be erected at the corner of Main and 
Park Streets, William H. Lyons, owner of the property said today. Two stores 
will face Main Street and two face Park Street with one on the corner. 


The street in front of the high school has been named Thomas Avenue. 
Miss Edith Kenea was the first to suggest the name Thomas. 


1 NOVEMBER Seth Thomas Clocks has sold the three-story building at the southwest corner 
of East Main and Elm Streets to the Hartley Wire & Die Co. Inc. of 
Waterbury. 
1940 


JANUARY The Marine Band moved into its new quarters on Center Street. 


FEBRUARY Park Street was made one way. 
Blizzard hit town worst since 1934. 


MARCH Remodeling of town hall starts. 
A & P supermarket opened. 


MAY H. C. Koenigsbauer opened The Clock Shop at 10 Park Street, gift items, 
watch, clock and jewelry repairing. 


a JUNE The Hartley Wire Die Company Inc. and the Drawn Metal Specialty Com- 
Seat Inc. moved business June 1 to old movement shop building on Elm 
reet. 
i Fullers Five and Ten at 30 Main Street was opened by Donald Fuller. Big 
bath size Cannon Towels were selling for 19 cents, Rayon hose 19 cents a 
pair. 


JULY Seth Thomas announced plans for the erection of a new building to provide 
space for a lunch room, personnel office and first aid room. 


Henry Hutchinson started setting up machinery for metal fabricating 
business at the rear of the Bradstreet Block. 
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Jessica’s Dress Shop in the theater building was opened August 23 by 
Jessica and Anthony Voketites. 


St. Thomas Church was rededicated after extensive repairs and remodeling. 


1941 


Ralph L. French was elected president of the Plume and Atwood Mfg. Co. for 
his 11th consecutive year. 


The American Legion Post sponsored the campaign for the first town am- 
bulance. 


The Stag Club moved from Clay Street to new quarters on the Center Green, 
sharing the rooms with the Thomaston Marine Band. 


With no opposition about 75 voters unanimously voted $2,500 for the pur- 
chase of a fire alarm system. 


Bids were requested for the demolition of the old Center School building, a 
school house for 40 years. The left building, housing the V.F.W. and the 
right, housing the Sons of Union Veterans, were left standing. Much older 
than middle building. 


Precision Wire Products Co. purchased the old tower clock plant on Elm 
Street. Ernest Ruggie purchased the lot on the corner of Elm and East Main 
Streets. 


Mrs. Bridget Ryan, 75, mother of Police Chief James Ryan died September 
4. Mrs. Ryan was one of the town’s Gold Star Mothers. 


Precision Wire Products moved to the old Seth Thomas Tower Clock shop at 
220 Elm Street. 


The United Screw Machine Products owned by B. Martenelli, opened in a 
corner of the Precision Wire Products. 

The Thomaston Press Inc. bought the former bank building on the corner of 
Elm and River Streets. 


Arthur Wood closed his grocery store on Main Street and took a position with 
Galiadas’ market. 


By a majority of 109 to 64 the voters authorized the purchase of McGrath’s 
field as a playground. 


Fred |. Roberts after serving 40 years as Town Treasurer resigned. Robert 
Robinson was appointed to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Roberts. 


Thomas J. Reeves, chief petty officer in the U.S. Navy was the first Thomas- 
ton service man to lose his life in World War II and also the first from Litch- 
field County to have been killed in action. 


1942 


A Boy Scout Troop, sponsored by the St. Thomas Church, was formed with 
George Sheldon, scoutmaster and Allen T. Westlake, assistant. 


The new fire alarm system was placed in the Southern New England 
Telephone Co. office. 
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Work was started on the construction of a 100’ x 45’ one story brick addition 
to the Hallden Machine Co. 


Thomaston Bakery opened on Main Street opposite the Post Office. 


August Wehrle closed the doors of his dry goods establishment after a period 
of 27 years of operation. 


A U.S. Naval Escort vessel under construction at the Norfork Navy Yard, 
Portsmouth, Va., was named in memory of Thomas J. Reeves, Connecticut’s 
first hero of World War Il. 


Mr. & Mrs. Edward Doyle of Litchfield purchased the George Gilbert house 
on High Street and established Doyle’s Convalescent Home. 


Parallel parking went into effect in the center of town. 


Coming closely on the heels of a 10 inch snowstorm that blanketed the town, 
a cold wave sent thermometers to 15 and 18 degrees below zero. 


Mark C. Guernsey, cashier of the Thomaston National Bank succumbed to a 
heart attack. Mr. Guernsey entered the bank in 1900, in 1916 he was 
assistant cashier and in 1920 was named cashier. He was also tax collector 
from 1906 to 1941, and had been affiliated with The Thomaston Water Co. 
since 1916 having held the offices to secretary and treasurer. 


1943 


The new First National Self-Service store opened on Main Street. The store 
had formerly been operated in the Masonic building. 


Alfred Wehrle was elected President of the newly organized Gilbert Street 
399 Club. The club was composed of Gilbert Street residents and a few in- 
vited friends and it’s aim was purely social, to provide an evening’s enter- 
tainment during the gasoline and tire shortage. 


Innes Bros. purchased the four large storage tanks and the property owned 
by ii. Sinclair Refining Co. on East Main Street near the railroad freight 
yard. 


The honor roll sponsored by the fire department is rapidly nearing 
completion and will be erected soon. 


First Community Victory garden project was started on a large plot of land on 
Marine Street offered by Innes Bros. 


Another plot of land this one on East Main and Prospect Streets was donated 
for a victory garden. 


W.N. Austin, a former resident, died in Plymouth. in 1882 he took over his 
father’s livery business in Thomaston and Plymouth and maintained it until 
1936 when he sold it to Eugene Alley. In 1884 Mr. Austin established his 
stables in the rear of the Bradstreet Block and eight years later moved to 
larger pe th on Clay Street, using a building where Innes Bros. garage is 
now situated. 


Thomaston’s Roll of Honor containing the names of more than 300 men and 
women from town now serving in the Armed forces was placed in the lobby of 
the Post Office as a tribute to those in service. 
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Adolph Schrager purchased the Marine Shop on Marine Street, a former 
Seth Thomas Clock building. 


The property of Dr. H. S. Warner, commonly known as ‘‘The Pines’’ was 
sold to Charles Norman, Jr. 


The F. T. Bidwell jewelry store was a victim of the old ‘‘switch’’ method 
when a youth made off with a $375 diamond ring and left, in it’s place, one 
worth only $125. 


the eight week school vacation system was adopted by the Board of Educa- 
ion. 


Robert Schwartz, local theatre owner, started constructing nine houses on 
Clay Street. 


Innes Bros. were covering over the brook that ran along Clay Street. 


1944 


Through the efforts of the East Side Community Club, the first and second 
grade teacher, who was told her contract was not to be renewed, was rehired. 


William Lyons purchased the Central Barber Shop on East Main Street from 
Samuel Speciol. 


A new altar painting was unveiled and dedicated in the Bethlehem Lutheran 
church on North Main Street. At the same time a new altar cross was also 
dedicated. 


Star S. Manufacturing Company, founded by Adolph Schrager, was opened 
in the old Marine Shop. 


Under the direction of their first leader, William Wehrle, The Ladies Choral 
Club gave their first concert. 


State fire officials termed the opera house “‘not reasonably safe for public as- 
semblage.’’ 


A sum not to exceed $13.00 was voted at a town meeting to finance a sewer 
survey of the town. 


Solvents Recovery Service of Newark, N.Y. announced plans to have a new 
plant located in the property of Precision Wire Products Co. on Elm Street. 


Seth Thomas, great grandson of the founder of Seth Thomas Clock industry, 
died at the age of 69. 


The Plastricraft Co. announced plans for the construction of new factory on 
the corner of the Waterbury Road and Pine Hill Road. 


a hoe + gale owner of Lemmon’s Pharmacy, died of a heart attack at the 
age of 56. 


Capt. Roger Thomas 25 and Army Air Force pilot was killed in an airplane 
accident in Italy on July 9th. He was great grandson of the original Seth. 


Construction of a new bridge, costing about $25,000, over the Northfield 
Brook at Walnut Hill Road to be started sometime in September was an- 
nounced by First Selectman E. Richard Kaiser. 


A movement was underway to resume the weekly Thomaston Marine Band 
concerts. 
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The first of a series of band concerts given by the Thomaston Marine Band 
after a lapse of three summers was presented August 10 at Kenea Park under 
the direction of Charles Billings. 


Donham Craft started in the plating business on River Street August 23rd. 
Buck & Buck of Hartford were awarded a contract for the making of a sewer 
survey and disposal system not to exceed $13,000. 

F. T. Bidwell Jewelry store, located on the second floor of the Town Hall 
went out of business. 


After being defeated for the first time in 18 years at a Democratic caucas in 
september, Eugene F. Torrence was swept back into office by what was re- 
ported to be the first concentrated write in vote in the Town’s history. 


The Thomaston Recreation Committee was created. 
Harole Koegel purchased the 55 year old Koegel Bottling Works from his 
uncle August Koegel. 


McCallum Die Company was formed at 35 Walnut Street by the sole owner 
Kenneth V. McCallum. 


1945 


Thomaston Special Tool, owned by Frank DeBisschop and Churchill Richt- 
meyer began operation at 145 Main Street. 


H. L. Blakeslee Hardware store on East Main was sold to George Shearer 
who took over operations April 23. 


Koegel’s Restaurant, a well known eating establishment at Warner’s Corner, 
was sold to George W. Galiada. 


The Stag Club staged, what was to become an annual affair, their first min- 
strel show. 


Construction of a new bridge on Walnut Hill Road over the Northfield Brook 
was started by the White Oak Construction Co. of New Britain. The contract 
was awarded by the State Highway Department on the submitted bid of 
$21,559.29. 


The Center Market on Main Street was sold by George W. Galiada to Al- 
phonse J. LaBonne of Waterbury. Previously the store was operated by Burr 
and Galiada who bought it from Arthur Wood. 


The P.T.A. school lunch program was launched. 


Temporary closing of the Reynolds Bridge School effective at the end of 
classes October 19 was voted by the Board of Education at a special meeting. 
The enrollment had declined from 10 to three in the past month. 


ty Feely sold his market and grocery on East Main Street to Isaac F. 
iles. 


October 24, the first formal meeting of the Thomaston Rotary Club was held. 


the ae Recovery Service Company owned by Frank Ciak opened on Eim 
reet. 
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1946 


Miss Jennie Buck, a teacher in the local school system since 1910 announced 
her retirement effective at the end of the school year 


The Hotel Thomaston planned a formal open house to show off its newly re- 
modeled and redecorated dining room and mahogany cocktail bar and grill. 


Sale of the historic Plymouth Granite Quarry at Terry’s Bridge was com- 
pleted. The 48 acre tract was purchased by George Brooks Sr., Jackson 
se from Joseph E. Winn and the estate of Howard M. Guiernsey, late of 
Hartford. 


Bleachers were erected at Reeves Field. 

Dr. Clifford T. Conklin Jr. opened an office on Grand Street for the practice 
of medicine and surgery. 

Construction of a new dairy plant, to be operated by Wood and Westby, on 
south Main Street was started. 

The Webster Block on Main Street was sold to Patsy DiMaria. 

The White Fence Inn was sold by George Galiada to Fred and Anna Denis. 
The Thomaston Cement and Cinder Block Co. owned by Anthony Lauretano, 


Ws son Mathew and Sam Damiano, was constructed at 168 South Main 
treet. 


The Thomaston Cab Co. announced plans to start operation from a Main 
Street stand. Two cabs were ready for business. 
Voting machines were used for the first time in town elections. 


A new clock repair plant was opened on Chapel Street by John Mueller, to be 
known as the Connecticut Clock Repair Co. 


Memorial services were held at Reeves Field where a plaque honoring the 

memory of Chief Radioman. Thomas J. Reeves, USN, a veteran of 20 years in 

ves — and the first Thomaston man to die for his Country in World 
ar 


ns gy cards were broadcast from the Seth Thomas tower during the 
Olidays. 


1947 
Judge T. Howard Roberts was appointed to the Superior Court of the State of 
Connecticut. 
Technicraft Laboratories Inc. was founded on Thomaston-Waterbury Road. 


Thomaston Special Tool Company’s new plant was completed at 271 East 
Main Street. 


Pierpont’s Village Store opened at 147 Main Street. 


Dr. Daniel Samson, native of Brockton, Mass., purchased home and practice 
of Dr. Henry Atha. 





ot 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


JANUARY 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


OCTOBER 


Eugene F. Torrence 28 defeated Emil R. Kaiser for the position of First 
selectman. It marked the end of a 15 year term for Kaiser and the end of 40 
years of Republican Control. 


John S. Rosengren and Lewis J. Mays purchased Lemmon’s Pharmacy, one 
of the Thomaston’s oldest business establishments. 


Mert Kane, prominent retired physician and former well-known athlete 
ied. 


Rev. and Mrs. Leonard Smith will be honored Sunday at a reception at 
Trinity Parish Rooms in observance of the 25th Anniversary of Mr. Smith’s 
rectorship at the local church. 


Wm. H. Lyons reports he will incorporate all his enterprises under one name 
Wm. H. Lyons & Sons. 


1948 


Donham Craft, Inc. of River Street purchased its present factory plus 
additional buildings from Henry and Geraldine Hutchinson. 


R. S. Newton sold his Sheet Metal Company to Henry Hutchinson. 


Penfield Saw Works Company and the New Novelty Tricot Corporation was 
built by the employees at 31 River Street. Henry Hutchinson was president of 
the saw works. 


Peck Manufacturing, Edward Peck owner, started on High Street. 


Technicraft Laboratories, Inc. the latest manufacturing concern to come to 
town, has moved into new quarters at the corner of Pine Hill Road and Rte 8. 


Rev. John J. McGrath, pastor of St. Thomas Church the past 14 years, has 
been transferred to Middletown. 


The first two bodies of Thomastons War dead are enroute from Italy — Pvt. 
Robert |. Sheldon and Pvt. Howard Baldwin. 


A crowd estimated at 500 lined both sides of lower High Street to watch the 
first Thomaston Racing Derby, under auspices of ‘‘Y’’ men’s Club. Arthur 
Gillman, 14 of Clay Street was the winner. 


The 58 year old Swedish Congregational Church on Grove Street offiliates 
with the Evangelical Mission Covenant of America. Church will decide on 
new name in near future. 


Stag Club filed papers of incorporation with the Town Clerk. 


A proposal to improve street lighting, a project that will cost an additional 
$416 per year will be considered at Annual Town Meeting. 


Full military honors were accorded Cpt. Paul V. Lyons, who was killed during 
the battle of Leyte on Nov. 22, 1944. He was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart and the Silver Star for gallantry. 


The old American Knife Shop at Reynolds Bridge has been purchased by 
Edken Mfg. Co. 


Better street lighting for the business section of town was authorized at 
annual town meeting. 


Dr. Robert Hazen was elected president of Thomaston Savings Bank for his 
21st consecutive term. 
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Full military honors were accorded Frederick Latimer, a World War | veteran 
and proprietor of Latimer’s Drug Store. 


During the current dry spell, the town’s water supply is lower than it has 
been in seven years. The order is out: Cut out the car washing. 


ond — Mathewson will soon assume the pastorate of the Congregational 
urch. 


A public hearing has been scheduled to vote on application of W. H. Lyons 
and Sons which seeks to erect an auto showroom and service station at East 
Main and Elm Street. 


Thomaston is one of the few towns in Northwestern Conn. which had no traf- 
fic fatalities. 


The body of Pfc. Harold Alcese arrives home from France where he was 
killed. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Alcese of North Main Street. 
Full military services will be held. 


1949 


Representative Luke Martin, serving his second term in the State Legisla- 
ture, was appointed to the Assembly’s Committee on Education. 


The Swedish Congregational Church has changed its name to the Mission 
Covenant Church. The switch was favored because the church no longer 
holds services in the Swedish language. 


A skating rink is erected on Sanford Avenue field and all that is needed now 
are freezing weather and skaters. 


sixteen houses on Railroad Street built several years ago by Plume and At- 
wood for its employees are now being offered for sale by the plant. 


Classes were held only in the East Side School one afternoon this week. The 
‘‘no school’’ siren sounded to cancel all afternoon classes but the East Side 
occupants did’t hear it, so they ‘‘held the fort’’ all afternoon. 


Full military honors accorded Sgt. John C. Kwetkus who was killed in action 
on Lugon Island. 


Ground was broken this week for the new automobile showroom and garage 
for W. H. Lyons and Sons at the corner of East Main and Elm Streets. 


A military funeral was accorded Pvt. John G. Young, who died in France in 
1944 following injuries received in a plane mishap. 


M4 ¥' Mary T. Doyle was appointed postmistress to succeed Frederick 
. Flynn. 


Miss Clara Ranny, math teacher in the school system here for the past 24 
years, will retire this year — completing a total of 38 years as an instructor. 


The old Reynolds Bridge school property has been written off by the Board of 
Education as having no further value for educational purposes. 


Thomaston’s new town garage will probably be constructed on the site of the 
old Reynolds Bridge School. 


About $800 has been appropriated by the Board of Education for the erection 
of a new backstop for Sanford Avenue baseball diamond. 
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Innes Garage, a large wooden structure that has stood on Clay Street for half 
a century, is scheduled to be replaced with steel-brick surfaced building. 


In the greatest turnout of voters for a town election, the Democratic party 
swept its entire slate into office. 


Waterbury radio station features Liederkranz Male Chorus in an evening 
program. 


A delegation of 11 Reynolds Bridge residents appeared before the Board of 
Education and successfully obtained free use of the Grove Street Gym for 
basketball, one night a week. 


W. H. Lyons and Sons, auto dealer, is on the threshold of 50 years of doing 
business in Thomaston and Northwestern Connecticut. 


Hundreds of visitors poured through W. H. Lyons and Sons, new auto sales 


and service center, as the firm threw open its doors to the public for the first 
time. 


A new ladies apparel and notion store, Town Shop, will open this week in 
Bradstreet Block on Main Street. 


1950 


A letter signed by the Mayor of the City of Torrington, expresses apprecia- 
tion for the assistance given by local firemen in helping fight a big fire in the 
city December 30th. 


The road surface of Plymouth hill is in bad shape, and the State has assured 
the area that, come spring or summer the road will be repaired. 


Over 500 persons crowded into the old Opera House to voice approval of the 
plan to have the Town of Thomaston operate its own water supply. However, 
no action is taken as to means of purchasing such a system. 


Thomaston Minstrel Club presents a St. Patricks Day show in St. Thomas 
Hall. 


Construction on 2.4 miles of Northfield Road will start soon. 


State may accept Black Rock School. Acceptance papers are being processed, 
State Rep. Allan Innes announced. 


Patsy’s Soda Shoppe has been sold to William Dayton. 


Rotary Club plans to plant maple trees in the community. 


The second fund raising drive for a community ambulance gets underway 
this week. The quota is set at $5,000. 


The Thomaston National Bank became the Thomaston Branch of the Colonial 
Trust Company. 


The Thomaston Water Co. offers to negotiate sale of its assets to the Town of 
Thomaston. 


The first hockey team in town is being organized and from all reports things 


are going well. Pledges to support the squad are being made by a number of 
residents. 
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1951 


Miss Dora Higgins, a teacher in the school system for 42 years retired. 
Various church choirs were planning to combine voices in an Easter Cantata. 


The American Legion again sponsored a drive, this time to replace the ten 
year old ambulance. 


Whyco Chromium purchased a site on the Waterbury Road. 

Hallden Machine Company bought the property of the Thomaston Cinder 
Block and Cement Co. on Meadow Street. 

Local merchants conferred with State Highway officials regarding parking 
problems in town. 

McCallum Die started construction of a new building on the Torrington Road. 
The Rotary Club voted $100 to finance a plan to provide maple trees to local 
property owners. 

After an absence of more than 35 years Seth Thomas again produced wrist 
watches selling from $30 to $67.50. 

A petition, signed by 20 residents, concerning a road in Weeksville was filed 
with the Board of Selectmen. 

The Board of Finance was considering a request for a new fire truck. 


Police Chief James P. Ryan and Daniel Carson, former assistant superin- 
tendent of Waterbury police, were named to the parking committee by the 
Board of Selectman. 


A petition proposing a salary raise for the first Selectman was submitted to 
the Board of Selectman. 


The A. J. Donovan property, consisting of two dwellings and a gas station 
was sold to W. H. Lyons & Sons, Inc. for $50,000. 

Thomaston’s new ambulance arrived and was formally turned over to town 
officials at ceremonies conducted in front of the high school. 

Voters approved the purchase of a new fire truck. 


The Board of Selectmen appointed Allan Bowkett, Fire Marshall. 
Selectmen and traffic committee were considering the Center School Green 
as a possible off-street parking area. 

George Shearer and Sons sold the heating oil business, which the family had 
operated for the past 70 years, to Robert B. Nelson. 


The first traffic light in town was installed at the intersection of Main, Clay 
and Union Streets. 


1952 


A special meeting was called to take up the proposal by the school board for 
an addition to the Grove Street School. 


A school building committee was appointed for the new elementary school. 
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Mr. and Mrs. William Kruser opened a delicatessen at 150 South Main 
Street opposite Seth Thomas. 


The Board of Education authorized the investigation of the possibility of ac- 
quiring the Catlin property adjoining the Grove Street School grounds. 


The Marine Band announced plans to move out of the old Band building on 
Center Green. 


oe: mala of the new telephone building on High Street was moving ahead 
rapidly. 


H. Otto Voght, founder of the Eclypse Glass Co. announced his retirement as 
head of the firm after 25 years. 


The Thomaston Board of Selectman voted to allow bingo in town. 
State financial aid to a proposed addition to the Grove Street school is denied. 


Thomaston Special Tool announced plans for a $20,000 expansion of the East 
Main Street factory. 


The School Building committee completed a brochure on the proposed new 
school at Black Rock State Park. Cost of a new school may run up to $400,000. 


Dr. Winfield Wight was elected President of the Thomaston Savings Bank 
succeeding Dr. Robert Hazen who had held the office for 24 years. 


The new shopping center was opened opposite the Town Hall. 


By a 238 - 83 vote Thomaston voters authorized the building of a $400,000 
elementary school at Black Rock State Park and accorded the special school 
building committee, appointed last January, the authority to see the school 
through to completion. 


1953 


A special bill allowing Thomaston to buy a plot of land at Black Rock State 
Park, had been drawn and closely checked by the State Legislative 
Committee. The land was being bought for building an elementary school. 


Southern New England technicians were installing the dial system in local 
homes and businesses. 

The newly organized local Lion’s hosted State Lion dignitaries. 
Legislature red tape stalled move to build a new school at Black Rock site. 


Biennial elections were unanimously adopted at a town meeting and will go 
into effect this fall. 


Hallden Machine Co. sent the world’s largest synchronized rotary flying 
shear to the U.S. Steel plant in Morristown, N.J. The new shear weighed 
62 tons. 


A system of connected telephone lines by Thomaston’s doctor provided as- 
surance to townspeople of availability of someone at a doctor’s phone at all 
times. 


Gov. John Lodge signed into law a bill making Litchfield Street to the North- 
field town line a state improved road. 
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Harold Close was the first Connecticut man to receive Shriners Post. 
Korean War ends causing no change in schedule of town’s industries. 


Selectmen purchased dual automatic parking meters for the town. 
Roland Cyr was named to full time police position. 


Jerry Conway retired and Conway’s store changed hands for the first time in 
35 years. Mr. Conway was the amy charter member of both the Rotary & 
Lion’s Club. 

Building permits were issued for the first time in town. 


Christopher Glennon retired after service for 25 years on the Board of Fire 
Commissioners. 


Fire raged through the Cedar Mountain Rest Home but firemen were able to 
save the building. 


Mrs. Edna Ryan was to assume duties of Town Clerk on January 4th. 


1954 


Parking meters were installed in Town. 


Otto and Voght again controlled the Eclipse Glass when they and George and 
Katherine Woodbridge bought out the company. 


Eugene Torrence was elected First Selectman. 
A scholarship fund for graduates of Thomaston High School was established 
at Trinity College by Karl W. Hallden. 


Rev. Leonard Smith resigned as minister of the Trinity Episcopal Church 
after serving as rector since December 2, 1922. 


Joseph Radulewicz started the development of a 45 acre lot on upper High 
pines and Smith Road with the lot accepted to be the site of about 80 new 
omes. 


Ground was broken for the new million and a quarter Plume and Atwood 
Mfg. Co. fabricating plant. 


A plan to extend the lines of the Thomaston Water Co. and to install hydrants 
near the new school at Black Rock at a cost of $10,000 was brought to a 
special town meeting. 


James Conaghan was named principal of the new school at Black Rock. 


Voters authorized the extension of the Thomaston Water Co. lines from Innes 
Acres to the new elementary school at a special Town meeting. 


About two acres of land, formerly part of the Ford Farm on the Waterbury 
Road, were being cleared for the Summitt Finishing Co. Factory. 

Mrs. Anna Poit, Principal of the Grove Street school, retired after 41 years in 
the Thomaston School system. 


A year round cabin at Camp Mattatuck was formally presented to the Boy 
Scouts by the Lions Club. The cabin cost about $4,500.00. 


(continued after the program) 
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The black top surface on Plymouth Hill was removed by State highway crews 
in an effort to curb accidents. 


Innes Bros, contractors, started cutting roads, in a new 70 lot development, 
to be called Didsbury Heights, which the firm was opening off High Street 
extension. 


A flagpole approximately 40 feet in height was donated by Dr. Daniel 
oer for the grounds of the newly constructed Black Rock elementary 
school. 


Black Rock School was officially opened with an enrollment of 102 young- 
sters. 


Na Children Center, a children’s specialty show was opened at 10 Park 
treet. 


1955 


The two way radio will be installed in the Thomaston police car and two fire 
trucks sometime this month. 


A new $40,000 garage showroom, office and gas station for Sea Bee Motors 
due to be constructed at the junction of Route 6 and 8. 


August 19 — Early Friday morning the swollen Naugatuck River flooded its 
bank leaving a rock stream path of destruction through town, sweeping away 
one woman, and sending damage to the $10 million mark — bridges were 
Knocked out as was water, telephone, electric and gas completely isolating 
the town from the outside world. 


Penfield Saw Works, Inc. and Precision Wire Company were sold by Henry 
Hutchinson to Draper Corporation of Hopedale, Mass. 


Paul Tracy took over operation of The Curtiss Art Shop at 193 Main Street 
andchanged the name to The Art Shoppe, Inc. 


By an overwhelming vote of 7-1 the electors of Thomaston legalized 
gambling in Town. 
Pik Kwik, first supermarket in town, was opened. 


Fred Pierpont opened Pierponts Village Store, an old fashioned County 
Store, complete with the latest in hardware and electric and gas appliances 
opened on 11 Union Street. 


1956 
Fire hit the W. T. Grant Company on Main Street. 
The Town’s Planning Commission, first in its history, was appointed. 
Thomaston was still digging out from under the heaviest storm in 40 years. 
Schools were closed two days and at one time, more than 100 automobiles 
were held up at Plymouth Hill when a truck jacknifed and blocked the road. 


Mrs. Arnold Perrin, Old Northfield Road, was elected first president of the 
newly organized Thomaston Woman’s Club. 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


NOVEMBER 


AUGUST 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 





The First Congregational Church broke ground for the construction of a 
two-story, $85,000 addition. 


Pierpont’s Village Store moved to its present location, a remodeled barn for- 
merly part of the Woodruff estate, on Union Street. 


The first annual fishing derby was held at Morton’s Pond, sponsored by 
Harold Morton. 


hi lida Ladies Choral Club presented a baby grand piano to the high 
school. 


A sum not to exceed $2,000,000 was approved by the Board of Finance for an 
addition to the Black Rock School. With the approval of a town meeting, the 
Board’s action would pave the way for the school committee to go ahead with 
plans for the eight room addition. 


Mission Covenant Church announced a renovation and expanse on the 
program at the church at a cost of approximately $40,000. Included in the 
plans were a new heating system, a new kitchen and four classrooms. 


ae Lawrence B. D. Harris announced the opening of an office at 35 Union 
treet. 


39 Residents at a town meeting approved $200,000 for the addition to the 
Black Rock School. 


Dr. John M. Gould Jr. announced the opening of an office at 36 Union Street 
for the practice of optometry. 


Forty Thomaston Firemen burned down the Old Reynolds Bridge School. The 
abandoned building was believed to have dated from the early 1800’s. 


One of the town’s oldest homesteads was sold to Technicraft Laboratories, 
Inc. The 110 year old Schwaeble property in the Reynolds Bridge section was 
bought for use as general offices. The sale included an 18 room house, 
several barns and approximately 50 acres of land. 


Innes Bros. were low bidders on a sewer job to include Bristol, East Main, 
Sloughton, Pleasant, Railroad and Depot Streets. 


1957 
Harold Hoyt purchased for $2,500 an electric generator which will be an 
emergency source of electricity for the town. 


Black Rock School addition, costing about $200,000 is practically completed 
and the Board of Education hopes to start moving in furniture shortly. 


Price of hair-cuts to increase from $1.25 to $1.50. 


Eugene Torrence defeated incumbent Charles Eggleston for office of First 
Selectman. 


First section of Thomaston Sewer System should be ready to accept about 
Dec. 1st. 


Harry Lynch was elected chairman of the Board of Education succeeding Dr. 
Daniel Samson. 


Board of Finances voted to approve the School Board’s request to call a town 
meeting to create a building committee for the High School addition at a cost 
not to exceed $300,000. 
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Seventy-five marble pieces stolen from Monahan’s Memorial Works on Pine 
Hill Road have been returned. Pieces were valued at $215. 


A public hearing was called on the application of the New Haven Railroad to 
discontinue passenger service between Waterbury and Winsted. 


1958 


Luke F. Martin was appointed Judge of the ist Circuit Court in the State. 


The Thomaston Water Company announced the completion of the Reynolds 
Bridge pipe lines. 


The East Main Street bridge, damaged in the 1955 flood was opened to two 
way traffic. 


The Town voted to build a high school addition at a cost of $406,000.00. 


On a referendum the Town voted 815 - 516 not to build the High School 
Addition. 


The Penfield Saw Works stopped operations here laying off 30 workers. 


The official ground breaking for the Thomaston Dam was held with Governor 
Abraham Ribicoff, U.S. Senators William A. Purtell and Prescott Busk, 
Congressmen James R. Patteroon and Anthony Sadah in attendance. 
Ongelia and Gervasini were the contractors with a low bid of $4,214,918.50. 


Mission Covenant Church dedicated its new addition. 


New Haven Railroad is given a third hearing on its petition to terminate the 
Waterbury to Winsted run. If the bus is cancelled, Thomaston will lose rail 
service that it has known for 109 years. 


Edward Tysenski, 28, has been appointed by the Board of Selectmen to a seat 
oF ae Board of Education. He becomes the youngest member of the School 
oard. 


Local Jaycees hold two successful record hops for local teen-agers. 


The first shooting event of the Wigwam Gun Club which is developing land 
off Branch Road, will be a turkey shoot. 


A combination store and warehouse, estimated to cost more than $100,000 
will be built in Thomaston by the Diamond National Corporation. The 
previous building was washed out in the 55 flood. 


Tons of rock and fill now cover old Torrington Road as work on Thomaston 
Dam embankment progresses. Traffic on Rte. 8 now takes by-pass that 
climbs to about 30 feet above the old road bed. 


In memory of the late Fire Chief Robert Henderson, the local Fire Depart- 
ment is sponsoring a Fire Prevention Poster Contest for school children. 


State Aid for the building of Black Rock School has been hiked some $27,000 
to $99,198 according to statement of Repr. Allan Innes at the annual town 
meeting. | 


Miss Edith Kenea 86, of Elm Street, benefactor and lifelong civic worker for 
jhe town dies on October 14th. She donated Kenea Park and its bandstand to 
the town. 
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State Commander Charles Magewski of Thomaston was honored at the an- 
nual American Legion dinner. 


A culvert will be built on Plymouth Hill to close in an open brook that runs 
behind houses on south side of hill. 


State Representative Allan Innes was reelected to his seventh term on Tues- 
day as he survived the Democratic landslide. 


Discontinuance of passenger service between Waterbury and Winsted was 
approved for the New Haven Railroad by the Public Utilities Commission. 


Board of Finance gave approval to a school board request for a special town 
meeting to create a School Building Committee for additional secondary 
school facilities. 


School Supt. Seavey Morse this week announced acceptance of the new Lions 
Club award, a Savings Bond to each of four students in the sixth grade who 
show the greatest improvement in the scholastic records for this year. 


Oscar Ebner 83 dies at his home. He had lived all his life in Thomaston and 
worked some 55 years at Seth Thomas Clocks. 


Fred |. Roberts, former President of the Thomaston National Bank, 
Thomaston Water Company and former town Treasurer, died. 


1959 


They are dreaming of a White New Year for the Ski Slope on Walnut Hill, idle 
some half-dozen years. 


A bill to reconstruct the dam at Nystrom’s Pond has been introduced at the © 
State Legislature by Allan C. Innes, Thomaston’s Representative. 


School Building Committee is still continuing to explore the problem of 
secondary school facilities. 


Rep. Allan Innes has scheduled a public hearing on current legislation before 
the General Assembly, including the proposed reorganization of local court 
systems throughout the State. 


The Board of Finance approved the expenditure of 600,000 for the construc- 
tion of the sewer truck line and disposal plant, subject to town meeting ap- 
proval and subject to a federal grant of about $180,000. 


Lorraine Szymanski had snow deep enough to fashion an Easter Bunny on 
their lawn. 


Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Sagendorf, outstanding doners to the Red Cross Blood 
mobile, have donated an average of four pints per year for the past eight 
years. 


Mattresses were still smoldering at the scene where fire roared through the 
warehouse of Thomaston Furniture Company on Center Street. The building 
re asiating the site of Peter Duff’s Grocery Store (now the site of K of C 
Hall. 


Albert Elner, a member of the school faculty for 30 years, resigned as princi- 
pal of The Thomaston High School. 


Joseph Wagner opened Joseph’s Bakery in the Morse Block. 
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Hallden Machine Company completed a hugh flying shear that was believed 
to be the biggest in the world valued at $550,000.00. 


The Morse Block was sold to Joseph and Genevieve Kaniewski. 
Charles Fray is elected new chairman of Democratic Party to succeed Charles 
Gallagher. 


A 43 inch water Moccasin — turned poisonous — was killed in Northfield 
Brook by two young boys. This becomes the third poisonous snake killed in 
that area in the last three weeks. 


Wm. H. Lyons & Sons sells out its electrical appliance business to Pierpont’s 
Village Store, after selling and servicing appliances here for 30 years. 


A graduate of Thomaston High School, George W. Hamilton, has been em- 
ployed by King Hussein of Jordan to continue as an advisor to the Hashimite 
Broadcasting Service. 

The High School addition was approved. 


The new tax rate is 35 mills. 


Democrats in town score a resounding victory at the polls. Eugene Torrence 
out distances his Republican opponent, Robert Anderson 2 to 11. 


Local Legion Post completes plans for a campaign to raise $14,500 to pur- 
chase a new ambulance which would replace the 10-year old vehicle now in 
use. 


Mrs. Clara Florian resigned as town Librarian after 40 years of service. 


A doorway decoration contest for Christmas holidays will be sponsored by 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce. First prize will be for originality and 
second for best display. 


Mrs. Alfred Lundberg was appointed town librarian. 
Bids were opened on the construction of the high school addition. John 


Cantillion Co. of Waterbury was lowest bidder at $280,650 specifying com- 
pletion in 250 working days. 


Big Christmas Concert is offered to the public by the local high school under 
the direction of Charles Herzy, head of school’s music department. 


Rain, snow, sleet all joined up to take a whack at this area the last day of the 
year. 
1960 


The $13,250.00 mortgage of the Mission Convenant Church was burned. 


The large wooden building that once housed the popular Duff’s store was 
torn down after a fire. 


The town’s new ambulance, a 1960 model with the most modern equipment 
rolled into town. Most of the funds were raised by a house to house canvass 
by members of the American Legion. 


The High School got its first assistant principal when Lucas Pasquariello was 
approved to fill the new post. 


Otto and Anna Voght became sole owners of Eclipse Glass when they bought 
out William and Katherine Woodbridge. 
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An addition to its tube mill was built by Hartley Tool and Die Company. 


A memorial to Edith L. Kenea was set up in Kenea Park. 
The old Leigh homestead, on Leigh Avenue was burned down. 
The Bradstreet house on Union Street was razed by Roger Pierpont to pro- 


ioe additional parking for the block of stores on the corner of Main & Union 
treets. 


Frank DeBisschop, Edward Peck and Churchill Richmeyer began develop- 
ment of a new housing development, Ridgewood Acres. 
An addition to the High School was under construction. 


A new 45’ x 65’ addition to house a meeting hall and kitchen was built onto 
the American Legion Hall. 


For the first time in the town’s history, elections were held in the high school 
gymnasium. 


A bond issue of $500,000 was approved for construction of the main trunk 
ag and disposal plant of the sewage system in action taken by the Board of 
inance. 


1961 
McGrath homestead opposite Kenea Park was gutted by fire. 
At aspecial town meeting voters unaminously favored a $500.00 expenditure 


for a trunk line sewage treatment plant. 


Allan Innes, a Connecticut legislator for more than fourteen years, was 
named to the State Finance Advisory Committee. The Committee’s purpose 
is to coordinate and control budgetary request and expenditures. 


Thomaston High School held its first science fair. 


Members of Atlantic Council, Knights of Columbus held their first meeting 
in their ‘‘new home’’ on Center Street. 


V.F.W. announced plans for a new V.F.W. Hall on Prospect Street. 


New construction at the Mission Covenant Church at an approximate cost of 
$36,500 was approved at a special meeting of the members. The sanctuary 
was to be remodeled and a new entrance and narthex buildt. 


The Thomaston Dam was formally dedicated with Gov. John Dempsey, U.S. 
Sen. Prescott Bush, and U.S. Rep. John S. Monaghan in attendance. 


Preliminary plans for converting the church basement into classrooms and 
constructing an addition at the rear to house a kitchen, an auditorium or 
parish rooms, and a rector’s study were approved by the building committee 
of the Trinity Episcopal Church. 


C. H. Nickerson & Co., Torrington started construction of the town sewage 
treatment plant. 
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The Thomas James Reeves swimming pool was dedicated at Pear! Harbor, 
Hawaii. Named in honor of Thomas Reeves, a chief radioman serving aboard 
the battleship U.S.S. California, who was the first Thomaston man killed in 
World War Ii at Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941. 


The big chimney at the old Seth Thomas Tower Clock Co. at 196 Elm Street 
was taken down. The chimney was 85’ high, measured eight feet square at 
the bottom and was three bricks thick. 


ada of Sarah Whitman Trumbul! Chapter DAR presented a new flag to 
e town. 


1962 
The Alexander Gregorek Post, Veterans of Foreign Wars moved to their new 
home on Prospect Street. 


Plume and Atwood installed an X-Ray Spectograph for the first time in the 
brass industry. 


The Covenant Church dedicated its remodeled sanctuary January 21st. 
sarah Whitman Trumhill Chapter D.A.R. presented an American flag to the 
Black Rock School. 


Luke Laurentano, son of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Laurentano, was ordained 
into the priesthood. 


Thomaston High’s basketball team won the State Class C Championship. 
A steeple was erected on the Covenant Church. 


Technicraft Division of Electronic Specialty Company announced plans to 
move to a new location. Thomaston Special Tool planned to move into the 
Waterbury Road plant now occupied by Technicraft. 


Reuwet Sibley Inc. of Torrington bought out the George Shearer Hardware 
Store at 244 Main Street. 


W.T. Grant Company closed its store after 25 years of service. 


Miss Evelyn Goodwin resigned as high school teacher after 35 years of 
service. 


One thousand and one hundred pupils got the first oral polio vaccine. A 
paper cup, a mouthful of soft drink and two drops of vaccine are symbols of 
the new program. 


The American Laundry Co. of Waterbury, with Michael Cipriano as Presi- 
dent, established their main plant at 269 South Main Street, formerly 
occupied by the Model Laundry. 


Ground-breaking ceremonies were held for the $12,000 addition to the Eagle 
Rock Church. 


Public interest in a parochial school was discussed by St. Thomas _par- 
ishioners. 

Fireman showed off their snappy color guard for the first time at the annual 
parade. 


John Wilson with 51 years and James Ryan with 49 years of service with the 
fire department, rode in special cars in the annual parade. 
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Marvin Yaffe, principal of the Grove Street School, was appointed Principal 
of the High School. 


Douglas Harlow was appointed principal of the Grove Street School. 


Granite Spring Beverage Co. was sold by Harold Koegel to Miles Didsbury 
who will move the business to Smith Road. The company had been in the 
Koegel family since 1889. 


Water level at the Thomaston Reservoir dipped to its lowest point in 5 years. 
Customers were urged to use water sparingly. The Reservoir has a capacity 
of 93 million gallons and was down to 40 million. The last period of low water 
was in the drought of 1957 when the reservoir was drained of all but 15 
million gallons. 


A new 103 foot water well and attached pipeline was installed by The 
Thomaston Water Company in the Reynolds Bridge section. 


The Post Office was remodeled and given a new look with glass entrance 
doors and resurfaced rear entrance. 


Representative John Monahan announced that $400,000 for the Northfield 
Brook Flood Control Dam had been included in the U.S. Public Works Ap- 
propriation Bill for 1963. 


Technicrafts Division of Electronic Specialty opened its new $500,000 plant 
os Watertown Road. It is centered on an 8 acre area with 53,000 square feet 
of space. 


Philip M. Fischer was appointed comptroller of Stromberg Division of Gen- 
eral Time Corp. in Thomaston. While continuing in a similar capacity with 
the Hayden Division, General Time Corp. located in Torrington. 


New Route 8 low bid $11.5 million for the 6.5 mile stretch of highway, from 
Thomaston to Waterbury, goes to Savin Bros. 


Rev. Bernard Flynn begins duties as rector of St. Thomas Church. 


Another dam is coming up; town wants project to include recreation site. The 
dam will have the unique distinction of being ‘‘one of the smallest of the 
small dams’’ being built by the U.S. Corps of Engineers flood control proj- 
ects in New England. 


The area is on the alert for a ‘‘big cat’’. Police and citizens are on the 
‘look-out’ for an animal believed to be a vicious ‘‘bob-cat’’. 


The Park Theatre closes its doors and the building will be converted into a 
modern day food store by the Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company. 


Buried this week in Thomaston was the popular proprietor of Dan’s Soda 
Shoppe. Danny sponsored many local softball teams and was an organizer of 
the Stag Club of which he was an honorary member. 


First Congregational Church celebrates its 125th Anniversary with a ‘‘Peek 


at the Past’’ production, an anniversary banquet attended by three former 
ministers, and an anniversary church service to burn the old mortgage of 
$126,000, culminating seven years of pledge collections. 


Heated discussion on proposal for an $800,000 appropriation for sanitary 
sewer line extensions occured. Dr. Clifford Conklin, town health officer, 
warned that ‘‘we better do something and do it right now before the health 
issue becomes real serious.’’ 
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1963 


Referendum on Sanitary Sewer extension was favored in a close 46 vote. 
Town will request Federal Grants. 


Special Town meeting to rescind the sewer line action was validated Janu- 
ary 2nd. 


is Church launches drive to construct a Catholic Junior High 
chool. 


Thomaston Special Tool begins their 19th year of business. The firm recently 
moved into the spacious, remodeled plant that formerly housed Technicraft 
Div. of Electronic Specialty on the Waterbury Road. 


Herbert W. DeVeber was named new principal of the High School effective 
August 15th. 


Dedication ceremonies for the new clubrooms of the Thomaston V.F.W. post 
on Prospect Street were highlighted by the presentation of a flag by U.S. 
Rep. John Monahan. 


Hr Biedrycki has been appointed Assistant Postmaster succeeding Peter 
artin. 


Popular ‘‘Pete Martin’’ retired after working 46 years in the loca! Post Office. 
He was given a testimonial dinner and received a personal letter from J. Ed- 
ward Day, Postmaster General, in commemoration of his long service. 


O. Victor Wallgren, Jr. has been called to be new pastor of the First 
Congregational Church. 


Dr. Lawrence V. D. Harris, Jr., practicing physician and surgeon here the ~ 
last 7 years, will leave for Air Force Duty in San Antonio, Texas... - 


The Thomaston Women’s Club will sponsor a July 4th flag-raising ceremony 
at the Civil War Monument as a gesture of new patriotism. A rededication to 
the meaning of Independence Day Bell-Ringing will take place at 2 p.m. 
under the theme — ‘‘Let Freedom Ring’’. 


Zip Code, for faster mail delivery, comes to town — local ZIP NUMBER 
06787. ) 


Republican Town Committee names Pat Piscopo as candidate for first select- 
man in the election next fall. 


— Nai popular Art Shoppe is relocated on Main Street next to Colonial 
ank. - 


Local Knights of Columbus were host to the local Masonic Group. Frank 
Linsley was honored as top Mason in Conn. 


Dr. Marvin Yaffee, principal of the High School, was appointed school 
Superintendant. 


Initial work on the Northfield Road Dam is moving smoothly. 


An unusually high number of 44 new pupils are registered for kindergarten 
for the coming year. 


‘‘Jack Walters’’, active for over a half century in town politics, sports, and 
entertainment, died at the age of 80. He was a former selectman, long time 
associate with Thomaston Ponies football teams, and a guiding light for 
hundreds of entertainment programs, including the annual popular Stag 
Club Minstrels. 
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A hugh doughnut-like slab of stone that once served as a well-top on the old 
McGrath homestead opposite Kenea Park has been placed in an upright 
position on the front lawn of Edward H. Hotchkiss of High Street. 


The very latest equipment in automatic pin-setting, the first of its kind in the 
east, will be installed this month at the new Thomaston 10-Pin Bowling Lanes 
on the Watertown Road. Tony Petruzzi and Louis Berardi are the new opera- 
tors. There will be 20 lanes — this fast equipment will cut off some 30 
minutes from the time it takes a team to complete its bowling rounds. 


Miss Dora M. Higgins, life-long resident of this town and beloved 2nd grade 

school teacher, died suddenly at her hone on Bristol Street. Miss Higgins re- 

aie ih teacher in 1950 and was honored with a testimonial attended by 
undreds. 


Residents of the Crystal Lake area are consulting an attorney in an effort to 
halt erection of apartments in that section. 
The Seth Thomas Chapter Order of DeMolay was constituted. 


Local school system launches a formal Saturday School — the first such 
public school classes in the State. 


Vandals wrecked furniture and tool equipment of Explorer Scouts in their 
rooms on Center School Green. 


A portion of Elm and Park Street was closed to car traffic while the Thomas- 
ton Water Co. continues installation of 8’’ water main — replacing a four- 
inch pipe laid over 75 years ago. 


Election year aspirants are Gene Torrence and Patsy Piscopo. 


First Selectman Eugene Torrence was returned to office for his fourth con- 
secutive term in the biennial election Monday. That brought out a high vote 
of 2622. He previously had three one-year terms in 1947, 1948, and 1949. 


- §tate Public Utilities Commission gave approval to New Haven Railroad to 


discontinue less-than-carload in intrastate service at Thomaston Station. 


Ground-breaking was held for the new St. Thomas Parochial Junior High 
School, cost $450,000. 


Civic Committee of WWomen’s Club continues volunteer project started three 
years ago of repairing books at Public Library. 


State is buying properties on East Side for new Route 8. 
President John F. Kennedy is assissinated. Town mourns with nation. 


Louis Gardella, long time proprietor of a candy and soda store on Main 
street, died. He was a resident of Thomaston 60 years. ‘‘Candyland’’ was 
where the Art Shoppe now stands. 


Karl W. Halden became a Knight of the Order of Santa Lucia as he received 
the medal in Stockholm on December 11th from Karl Hammorok (cousin of 
the late Dag Hammarok). Now that he has been knighted in Sweden, he Is 
now Sir Karl Hallden. Haliden 


A start is made toward a pension plan for town employees. 


People travelling Watertown, Pine Hill or Branch Roads are attracted by a 
brilliant cross, then a shining star, and then between these two symbols 
glows Noel which lasts approximately 25 seconds and then repeats at 
intervals of a few seconds. This beautiful Christmas decoration is the work of 
lra Chamberlain and his sons Chucky, Walter, and Robert of Leigh Avenue. 
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A big flag is presented to the High School for use in the gym. Flag sponsors 
are the D.A.R., Knights of Columbus, the Masons, Daughters of Isabella and 
the Women’s Club. 


1964 


The dam at Nystrom’s pond is completed. There should be swimming there 
this summer. The town has been fighting for over four years to get the work 
done. 


A raging, wind-driven snow storm clobbered Thomaston for some 36 hours. 


Full military honors were accorded Charles Majewski 54, who most everyone 
in town described ‘‘as one nice guy’’. He was a victim of the giant snow- 
storm. He died while shovelling snow at his home. 


Thomaston High School students are sponsoring a drive for new band 
uniforms. 


Express marks 90th Birthday. 


Control Data Corp. has purchased General Time’s Stromberg Divisions 
Transactor business. 


The Thomas Trio stages a Hootenanny-Concert for the benefit of school’s 
band uniform drive. 


Eugene L. Martin, was promoted to city editor of the Waterbury Republican. 
He ag with the paper some 16 years and had been assistant editor 
since 1957. 


Robert Robinson, an executive of Thomaston Mfg. Co. retired after 20 years 
of service with the concern. He is the present Town Treasurer having held 
the post the past 25 years, as the choice of both Republican and Democratic 
parties. 


Karl G. Lundberg presented for placement in the town vault a newly- 
compiled guide pin-pointing all Thomaston Veterans graves in Hillside 
Cemetary dating back to 1775. Assisting Mr. Lundberg were Chester Bell- 
may and Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Koops. 


Fire Chief Allan Bowkett observes his 40th year of service with the local 
volunteer department. 


A daylight armed robbery of $1,545 from Mrs. Susan Mozonski, office em- 
ployee of Peck Mfg. Company, took place yesterday. 


Glass Door Restaurant on East Main is opened by Michael Postic. 


A referendum to vote on town sponsored transportation of children to St. 
Thomas Parochial School was held. A ‘‘yes’’ vote wins 1176 8 590. 


Plume and Atwood Mfg. Co. announces that the past April was one of the 
most profitable Aprils in the 111 years. 


Thomaston recently received another supply of oral polio vaccine for children 
under five years of age. Local physicians have the vaccine which will be dis- 
tributed free of charge. 


A Science Fair was held in the High School gym. Over 70 projects were ex- 
hibited by the school’s science students. Donald Pfaefflin won first prize with 
a chemical analysis of the Naugatuck River water. 
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own long distance calls. 


A Southington man who grabbed about $1,500 from Mrs. Susan Mozonski, 
secretary at Peck Mfg. Co., in one of Thomaston’'s biggest broad-daylight 
robberies, was sentenced to a one-to-three year term in State Prison. 


Thomaston’s population has increased by more than 11% since 1960 — 
present population at 6,500. 


Sixteen members of Senior Fellowship of the Congregational Church are on a 
work mission in a Navajo Indian mission in Bluff, Utah under leadership of 
Rev. and Mrs. O. V. Wallgren. 


C.J. DelVaglio, publisher of the Express, was elected president of the Conn. 
Editorial Association. 


Mrs. Wesley Billings retired after 35 years of taking care of Thomaston 
Water Co.’s billing and accounting. Billing will now be done from the 
Naugatuck office of the company. 


Thomaston Fire Department were winners of the Best All Around Depart- 
ment in the State trophy at the annual State Firemen’s Convention in 
Plainville. The department also won the best drilled unit and the unit with 
the best appearance in regulation uniforms. 


James T. Ryan, son of Mrs. Edna Ryan and a graduate of Cornell University 
in June, has successfully passed the June State Bar Examination. 


Wigwam Gun Club moves due to construction of Black Rock Dam. 
Joseph’s Bakery moved to a new location at 4 Main Street. 
Rev. Paul Brennan became pastor of Eagle Rock Church for the coming year. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roland Cyr created a driveway Shuffle-Board Court at their 
home in Didbury Heights. The neighborhood kids have taken over, organ- 
ized, and are now seeking a championship team. 


Wow seen Realtor Walter Kloss receives plaque as Conn.’s ‘‘Realtor of the 
ear’’. 


Vi-Arms Restaurant had grand opening this week. Proprietors are Vito Gizzie 
and Armand DeFiore. 


Dedication ceremonies for the new St. Thomas Parochial School were held. 
Most Rev. Henry J. O’Brien, D.D. Archbishop of Hartford, officiated at the 
dedication with other notable chergy. 


Wm. Gangloff, manager of local Pik-Kwik store, presented to the Thomaston 
School System a set of American Heritage Books. 


Davidson’s Dress Shop celebrated its grand opening at 75 Main Street. 


A mobile language laboratory will be on Gisplay at Thomaston High Schoo | 
Open House. 


Due to the worst drought ina half-century, the Thomaston Water Co. asks all 
water users, industrial, commercial and residential alike, to restrict water 
usage to only that which is vitally necessary. The normal 80 million gallons is 
down to 30 million. It far exceeds the crunching drought of 1957. The new 
well in the rear of Technicraft was put in use this week on an around-the- 
clock basis, having previously been used on a daily 18-hour schedule. 
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The current record-breaking drought continues unabated. Many wells are 
dry and the reservoir is at a low level. Thomaston Firemen will provide an 
‘‘emergency’’ water supply for home use from a faucet and hose at the fire- 
house. Water will be available 6 to 8 every evening but Sunday. 


Joseph Shotis has begun construction of Homestead Park Apartments — 
modern, all electric dwellings. 


For eight hours Thomaston firemen battled a blaze that wiped out the Three 
B’s Restaurant, owned by the McGrath Estate, and the adjacent building 
nga Joe al al T.V. Service and the Buddy Jayne Firm, producers 
of fur animals. 


Town police bring quick arrest in big $3,400 jewelry theft at Koenigsbauer 
Jewelry Store. 


Thomaston loses another grand landmark to progress as the fabulous old 
Thomaston House is torn down for Rte. 8. 


1965 


‘‘The Sheik’’ retires with a half-century of barbering behind him. Frank 
ae is turning over his business, The Drive-In Barber Shop’’, to his son 
enedict. 


Bob and George Brasche open Atlantic Times Square Service Station on 
Watertown Road. 


Pierpont’s Village Store continues to enlarge — this time at the front of the 
building. Many years ago this building was the livery stable for the Wm. 
Woodruff estate. 


Marta Maimeri, foreign exchange student studying here for one year, 
obtained High Honors along with C. Vistor Havens, Paulette Noack, and 
David Thulin, all seniors. 


Charles Holmes, who retired after 24 years of service with the Hallden 
Machine Co., was honored by his co-workers with a testimonial on Feb. 13th 
at the local Fish and Game Club. Robert Whitely was Master of Ceremonies. 


Thomaston Bears, with a 59-52 victory over Watertown, classified for the 
C.1.A.C. Class C Tournament. 


Close to 300 persons attended the Scouting Blue and Gold Banquet at St. 
Thomas Church Hall. Special Tribute was paid to Mrs. Howard Barks and 
Dr. Frank Szymanski, (Mr. Scouting) by Scout Pack 53. Mattatuck Drum 
Corps. of Waterbury provided music. 


It was ‘“‘Happy Birthday‘‘ for Albert Brown, 88 years young! He was born 
in 1877 on ‘‘Cotton Row’’, now known as East Main Street. Dr. Frederick 
Parsons also celebrated his 94th birthday. Other birthday celebrations — 
Mrs. Harrealt Brasseur 98 years old, Mrs. Eliza Bunuell 92 years old and 
Mrs. Lillian Knox, 90. 


Adolph Petke, ‘‘The Egg Man’’ expresses his appreciation to all his 
customers he has served over the past 44 years. 


Easter Seal Campaign adds new feature. Youngsters dressed as ‘‘Bunnies’’ 
will be on Main Street this week. 


state Representatives Allan Innes and George Johnston introduce bill to 
authorize Thomaston to enact a pension ordinance for town employees. 
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Seth R. Thomas Jr., a direct descendant of Seth Thomas, distinguished him- 

self once again recently. A research paper of which he is co-author was pub- 

Lp in the February edition of the ‘‘Journal of the Australian Institute of 
etals’’. 


Jimmy Anderson 14, proudly owns two photographs of Astronauts Virgil 
Gressom and John Young, which he received from them in acknowledgement 
of his ‘‘Best Wishes’’ letter. 


Mrs. Helen Platt, Social Studies teacher in the local High School, is going to 
Hawaii for a six-week Asian Studies Seminar at the East-West Center at 
Hawaiian University. Mrs. Platt was awarded a scholarship sponsored jointly 
by the University of Hawaii and U.S. Department of State. 


Union Lodge of Mason celebrates its 100th Anniversary. 


Senior Citizens celebrate first anniversary as a group at a luncheon in St. 
Thomas Church Hall. 


Melissa Johnson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Johnson of No. Main 
Street, was elected State President of the Conn. Chapter of Future 
Homemakers of America. 


Miss Rosa Gangloff, teacher of Social Studies at the High School, is recipient 
of a scholarship award to the 1965 Economical Workshop at University of 
Conn. Last year Miss Gangloff was selected to represent the Republican- 
American at a workshop in newspaper work in the classroom. 


White Fence Inn was reduced to a mere charred shell by fire that gutted it 
early one Sunday morning. 


Catherine DelVaglio, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. J. DelVaglio, will spend 
the summer in Germany, under a program sponsored by Conn. Volkswagon 
Dealers Association. 


Miss Linda Rosengren will leave soon for her American Field Service spon- 
sored trip to Switzerland. 


King Circus truck enroute to Winsted went out of control, swerved, spun, 
knocked down two highway signs and overturned. The driver escaped injury. 


Pat Piscopo, Republican, will make another try for office of first selectman. 


Incumbant First Selectman Eugene Torrence announced at the Democratic 
Caucus that he was leaving politics to enter private business. Walter Car- 
rington was named to head the ticket. 


Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Samson will be hosts to Thomaston’s American Field 
Service student, Miss Alela Guerrero of Cucata, Columbia. 


Mcintyre Bros. 4 5-year contract with Longines Symphonette Recording 
Society for their Clarinet System. 


Hallden Machine Company’s ‘‘Flying Shears’’ have made another notable 
stride in the realm of precision tools. A 50% increase in the speed of the 
shears has become a reality through the invention of a revolutionary new 
gear system that effectively balances torques. 


Thomaston’s tax bills will be processed by |I.B.M. at Colonial Bank and 
Trust Co. 


Elaine Innes will serve as one of the secretaries for the Constitutional Con- 
vention. 
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Walter Carrington, candidate for office of First Selectman, sees need for new 
Town Hall and Fire House. 


Miss Mary June McQuarrie will leave to teach at one of the seven air force 
bases in Germany. 


Temporary relief came to the area when a heavy downpour relieved the 
persistent drought. It is still necessary to conserve water. 


Tenth Anniversary of the ’55 flood! Remember? 


Three years of hard work pays off for Walter Carrington as $45,000 worth of 
Civil Defense equipment and supplies were unloaded at the Town Hall. 


George Kloss signs for the first Colonial Bank and Trust Co. Over 65 Ac- 
count, thus receiving a ‘‘No Charge Checking Account’’. 


Congregational Church will take a special collection to help the people of 
Louisiana stricken by hurricane Betsy. 


Eagle Rock Church burns mortgage on new addition at special services. 


Pat Piscopo swept Republicans into control Monday after having waged a 
vigorous door-to-door campaign for First Selectman. He upset the Democrats 
for the first time in eight years. 


The Mission Covenant Church is planning for its 75th anniversary in 
October. 


The distance from Hartford to Torrington is 32 miles, but in order to deliver a 
12 ft. Mobile Home, the Chamberlain Mobile Transport, Inc. had to motor 
about 265 miles! P.V.C. regulations prohibit large trucks using normal 
routes. 


U.S. Army Engineers report they expect to start negotiations shortly to buy 6 
a the 21 homes along Rte. 109 for the $6,640,000 Black Rock Flood Control 
am. 


Thomas W. Byers has been appointed Vice-Chairman of Area A (New 
England) Rehabilitation Commission by National American Legion 
Commander Eldon James. 


Cesare DelVaglio Jr., student at Fairfield University, delivered in person to 
the Secretary of State Dean Rusk, ‘‘a vote of confidence’’ for U.S. policy in 
Viet Nam. The list contained 1000 names of his classmates, administrator 
and faculty. 


NOVEMBER Darknesssettled over New England during a power failure. Surprisingly, little 


panic was manifested. In town, officials swung into action. A generator, in- 
stalled in the Town Hall after the 1955 flood by Harold Hoyt, was put into 
action and lights were restored there in a matter of minutes. Considered by 
scores of people as a genius, Hoyt’s service to the community once again 
proved invaluable. First Selectman Piscopo expressed appreciation to all who 
helped in the emergency. 


Veterans of Foreign Wars Post observed its 45th anniversary at their hall on 
Prospect Street. 


Lt. Colonel Randal B. Hathway was appointed Commander of the 103rd 
Fighter Group (Air Defense) Conn. Air National Guard. Hathway is a veteran 
pilot fighter with 23 years of service which includes World War I! and the 
Korean Conflict. 


Mrs. Milan Knox, an Express reporter asks, ‘“‘When is a pumpkin not a 
pumpkin? When it is carved by loving hands into a Jack-O-Lantern! 
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Housing for the elderly is being considered. First Selectman Pat Piscopo has 
discussed the possibility with the Housing Commission in Hartford. 


Public Act 298 gives teachers’ representatives the right to negotiate directly 
with the Board of Education. 


One thousand customers were without gas due to a rupture in the line on Rte. 
8. Orlando Construction Co. reported the damage immediately and prompt 
action was taken by CL&P. 


Lions Club set up a Nativity Scene in the bandstand at Kenea Park. 
Town leased a new dump site off Chapel Street from Mrs. Celia Cowdrey. 


Thomaston’s first foreign exchange student, Shonna Hammond, sends her 
warmest Christmas Greetings from New Zealand. 


1966 
Unlicensed junk yards get tapped with State Dept. of Motor Vehicles ultima- 
tum — ‘“‘to clear up area in 30 days’’. 


Dr. Frank Szymanski, newly elected school board member, has been carrying 
on personal on-the-spot visits to the Elementary School classrooms. 


Senior Citizens are using the court room as a drop-in center. 


Chamberlain’s Mobile Home Transport operates in 15 states from Maine to 
Florida, employs 40 persons and maintains 20 trucks. In first nine months of 
1965 they spent $16,639 for tolls and permits, $4,000 a year for yellow page 
advertising, $6,000 a year for communications, and $2,000 a year on travels. 


The Board of Selectmen has taken the first step in housing for the elderly. It 
was voted to set up a five-man housing authority. 


The town crew worked 31 hours nonstop clearing up after the recent snow 
storm. 


The Conn. State Dept. of Health is currently collecting air samples here in 
Thomaston to determine the nature and scope of pollution in Conn. The 
filters are placed on the roof of the Cipriano Block on Main St. 


General Time Corp. receives a $9,200,000 Army Ordinance contract for pre- 
cision artillery fuses. 

Reeves Field was flooded by volunteer firemen at the request of the Recrea- 
tion Committee. It is proving to be most popular. 

Teen Age Drop-in Center set up in vacant store in Bradstreet Block. 


Jean Kobryn, a member of the Congregational Youth Fellowship, will 
participate in a Puerto Rico work conference at a rural Life Center. 


Ann M. Harkness, who spent two years in the Foreign Service, a branch of 
the State Dept., discusses her experiences at a meeting of the Rotary. 


James Ryan was given a purse by his fellow firemen for his remarkable 53 
years of continuous service in Hook & Ladder Co. #1. He also received a Seth 
Thomas Clock appropriately engraved. 


Board of Finances slashed tax rate % mill; now 38 mills. 
The grand list is up over one million dollars. 
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Dr. Marvin Yaffe, Supt. of Schools, was commended by the Commissioner of 
Education, William J. Sanders, for his initiative in obtaining for the local 
school system several state and federal grants. Several towns have asked Dr. 
Yaffe’s help in advising them on how to obtain similiar educational grants. 


Eugene Torrence, who served the town as Selectman for 11 years, was 
honored at a testimonial dinner in St. Thomas Hall, May 7th. 


Thomaston will host the Berkshire League Music Festival in the High School 
gym, Saturday April 2nd. 


The town is grateful to Roscoe Chandler, Bobby Williams, Bobby Neth, and 
Jeff Duncan for recovering, behind Cold Forming Mfg. Co., a walkie talkie 
belonging to the Police Dept. that is worth about $750.00. 


David Lincoln, who was instrumental in starting the ‘‘Blue Trail’’, received 
‘the ~— coveted award in the Boy Scout movement — the Silver Beaver 
Award. 


The Rotary Club observed its 20th birthday. 


Local industries help finance a Bridgeport milling machine for the High 
School Industrial Arts Dept. 


About 300 crowded the High School gym with a ‘‘Salute to Thomaston’s 
Foremost Republican,’’ State Representative, Allan Innes. Intended as a 
surprise testimonial, Rep. Innes learned of it through a letter from Gov. John 
Dempsey who apologized for being unable to attend. 


The Thomaston Women’s Club recently presented to the Town of Thomaston 
20 United States flags. They will be attached by bracket to the parking 
meters along Main Street. 


Ren of the Library are being organized to work for a new library 
building. 


Hallden Machine marks firm’s Golden Anniversary. 


ion ay Darasz was elected State Secretary of the Future Homemakers of 
merica. 


The Housing Authority has filed an application for a permit and a grant for 
senior Citizen Housing with the State Housing and Home Finance Agency. 


Mrs. Ann Vita broke down barriers in organized labor this week. She was 
elected to the office of District President. It is the first time in history of 
organized labor that a woman has been elected to this post. 


One of the oldest landmarks in the area was demolished last week when the 
Turberg home on Branch Road was torn down and eight beautiful, stately 
maple trees were cut down to make way for a new State Highway, Rte. 109. It 
had been in the Turberg family 52 years. Tradition has it that this farm was 
Known as a Toll Gate and a stop over for stage coaches. 


Nystrom Pond is to get $10,000 for improvements to the site. 


Union Lodge of Masons opens drive to raise funds for a new lodge building 
on land next to Tyler Automatics. 


St. Thomas Parochial School held its first graduation on Sunday, June 19th 
with 42 graduates. 
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The children of Old Northfield Road held their own 4th of July Parade. What 
was to be a simple neighborhood costume parade, turned into a gala event 
with the arrival of First Selectman Pat Piscopo, a police cruiser, the Thomas- 
ton Fire Dept. Color Guard, and two fire trucks. 


Sgt. Roland Cyr is now Acting Police Chief. 
Christine Lytie is American Field Service choice to go to Finland for 1966-67. 


a Fire Dept. celebrated its 85th Anniversary with a carnival and 
parade. 


Dr. and Mrs. Winfield Wight have returned from a trip to Alaska. Dr. Wight 
showed films taken of the ice-capped state to local Rotary Club. 


Dozens of grandfather clocks stand ready for shipment at General Time-Seth 
Thomas Division plant here. Company officials report that floor clock sales 
have tripled in the last four years. 


A ‘‘Booster for Everyone’s Friend’’ Ralph Samela, is underway. Ralph has 
been ill for about six months. A group of citizens is undertaking a crusade in 
his behalf. Eugene Torrence is chairman and Michael Bruscino, treasurer. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Maltoon, veteran news reporter and former editor of the 
eg Express, died at Hungerford Hospital in Torrington after a brief 
illness. 


Thomaston Police Dept. has new quarters on the lower floor of the Town Hall 
building where the Town Hall Barber Shop was situated. 


Dr. W. E. Wight has agreed to serve as chairman of the Friends of the 
Library who are working for the expansion of library facilities. 


The Colonial Bank and Trust Co. plans to move the Bank’s office to the 
corner of Main and Union Streets. Bradstreets Block built in 1877 will be torn 
down and a modern banking structure built. 


Northfield Brook Dam (118 ft. high and 110 ft. long) will be dedicated Friday, 
Oct. 21st. Governor John Dempsey will deliver the main address. 


Eclipse Glass Co. has been sold to the Swift Lubricator Co. of Elmira, New 
York. The company was founded in 1924 by Lt. Otto Vogt on the present site 
of Black Rock Park and later moved to a modern factory on Torrington Road. 


An Open House inspection of the new police headquarters was held. Chief 

Roland Cyr has been appointed a Special Deputy Sheriff, which gives him the 

pbc and powers to make arrests in any and all of Litchfield County’s 
towns. 


Mrs. Edna Billings, opposed for the first time for Judge of Probate, won her 
bid for reelection polling a total of 1,574 votes to William Akoury’s, her 
Democrat opponent’s 1,013 votes. 


The Methodist Church observes its 100th Anniversary Sunday, Nov. 20th. 
The first Methodist Church was built in 1866. 


New parking meters have been installed on Main Street. 


The civic committee of the Thomaston Womens Club presented the town 
a a check to purchase a set of assorted inflatable splints for the town 
ambulance. 


A Coin-Car Wash has been opened on Main Street by Edward Hotchkiss. 
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At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Thomaston Public Library, the 
appointment of a Library Building Committee was reported. Members are 
Bruno Depeco! chairman, Pat Piscopo, Wilfred Mattewson, Rev. Robert 
Burbank, John Lyons, Walter Kloss, and Allan Innes. 


Ralph Samela, recuperating from a recent illness, expresses appreciation to 
all his friends who contributed to the Booster Fund for his benefit. 


Town Hall is undergoing a ‘‘good interior face lifting’’ with the aid of 
inmates of the Litchfield Jail who painted walls and ceilings. All it cost was 
the paint and one meal a day for the workers. 


Friends of the Library are now incorporated as a non-stock corporation under 
the NON-STOCK Corporation Act of the State of Conn. 


The town crew were lauded for working 28 hours in one stretch to clear up the 


roads after heavy snowstorm, against tremendous odds, the shortage of 
frucks and implements. 


1967 


The Thomaston Fine Arts Group was formed with Lena Morton, President; 
William Domaratius, Vice President; Gerald Bradshaw, treasurer and Janet 
Gould, secretary. 


Hallden Machine constructed a 15,000 square foot addition, Plume and 
Atwood completed a 45,000 square foot addition while Whycho Chomium Co. 
built an addition of 27,000 square feet. 


Colonial Bank and Trust announced plans to build a new bank on the site of 
the Bradstreet Block. 
Attorney Richard Gilland opened a law office on Main Street. 


April 1st was designated as ‘‘Cleanup Day’’ of the old Opera House. 


The Andrews Building on Main Street was selected as the site for the new 
Thomaston Library. 


Herb Sagendorf relocated his plumbing business at Reynolds Bridge. 
Judge Luke Martin was nominated for a Common Pleas Court judgeship. 
By the action of a town meeting, a nine-man Opera House Commission was 
established. 


sla Lumpkin retired after 45 years service with the Thomaston Savings 
ank. 


Savin Bros. Construction Co. was the low bidder for the Black Rock Dam. 


W. H. Lyons, local car dealer and undertaker, died at the age of 86. Mr. 
Lyons held the oldest funeral director’s license in the state. 


The Fish and Game Club on Old Northfield Road was destroyed by fire after 
being hit by lightening. 


East Side School was lost to construction of Route 8 with the sum of $35,000 
paid by state. 


Route 8 was opened to traffic. 
Hickory Hill Estates was opened on Hickory Hill. 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 


APRIL 





Eugene L. Martin was promoted to executive editor for the Waterbury 
Republican and American. 


Voters approved a $40,000 eight-room addition to the Black Rock School. 
1968 


Selectman feel zoning is needed in Thomaston. 


The Department of Community Affairs has notified the local Housing 
Authority of a $312,000 grant for the second Elderly Housing Project. 


Wm. A. Wehrle retires as director of Concordia Singing Society after 43 
years. At a testimonial dinner Saturday night in Waterbury, the prominent 
singer-director was feted by his many friends, including a delegation from 
the Thomaston Liederkranz Singing Society. 


“nm eh be put out this week for the eight-room addition to Black Rock 
chool. 


Union Lodge #96, Order of Masons, plans to move from the old R. T. 

Andrews building to their new temple on South Main Street. It will be the 

fifth move in 100 years. Union Lodge organized in 1865 first met in rooms 

over the Sunday School Room of Plymouth Congregational Chapel on Ply- 

mouth Green. The second move was to the Andrews Building. In 1878 the 

ie moved to the Bradstreet Block and in 1937 returned to the Andrews 
uilding. 


The Housing Authority wants a special town meeting to approve the transfer 
of the Center School Green to the Authority for a possible site for senior 
citizens housing. 


Money to finance construction of Black Rock Reservoir has been included in 
President Johnson’s budget presented to Congress Monday. The request 
calls for $2.4 million for the year starting July 1st. 


Board of Education votes approval of plans for the $247,000 eight classroom 
addition to Black Rock School. 


Dr. F. S. Parsons will observe his 97th birthday this Sunday at an open house 
from 3-6 p.m. He is believed to be the oldest living dentist in Connecticut. 
mi ap a oa the second dentist to register when dental laws went intc 
effect in 4, 


Calvin Woods resigns as Town Hall custodian. 


Walter Nelson, president of Thomaston Savings Bank, presented customer 
Herbert Painter with a$100 U.S. Savings Bond in appreciation for his efforts 
toward apprehending the suspect who robbed the bank on February 29th. 


Hair cuts will cost $2.50 instead of $2.25 come March 26th. They will do 
senior citizens for $2.00 except on Saturday. 


Plume and Atwood Mfg. Co. purchases Saxon Theater Corp. of Boston and, 
henceforth, the name will be Plume and Atwood Industries, Inc. 


The epic story of the community movement to restore the Opera House was 
published in the March 20th Congressional Record at the request of Con- 
gressman Thomas Meskill. 


Torrington Company to purchase Thomaston Special Tool Co. and Precision 
Products Industries Inc. from Frank DeBisschop and Churchill Richtmeyer. 
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Opera House restoration committee reaches $8,000goal. Local citizens armed 
with brooms, mops, rags and elbow grease cleaned up the Opera House. 


Second annual Festival of Arts will be held in Sept. 


The community will honor Mrs. Winfield Wight at the Bloocmobile on 
Tuesday, April 23. ‘‘Nan Wight’’ day will feature an ‘‘open house’’ at 2:30 
P.M. with a presentation program at 3:00 P.M. Mrs. Wight organized the 
initial Red Cross Bloocmobile in 1951. Mrs. Wight has to date conducted the 
most successful bloodmobile visits of all the seven branches of the Water- 
bury Red Cross Chapter. In 1954 Mrs. Wight was presented a citation by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars for her humanitarian efforts in behalf of her com- 
munity. The Thomaston Express declared Mrs. Wight, ‘“‘Lady of the Week’’ 
in 1954 and in 1957 she received the Civitan Award for Good Citizen. ‘‘Nan’’ 
is the wife of Dr. Winfield Wight and they reside on Goodwin Court. 


The Thomaston Fire Dept. will honor Chief Allan Bowkett as President of the 
Connecticut State Firemens Association with a testimonial dinner at the 
Hotel Elton Ballroom in Waterbury Saturday, May 11th. 


Bowkett has been Chief for 16 years and a member of the department for 44 
years. 


The town meeting gave approval to the Housing Authority to have ‘‘Center 
Green’’ for the site of the proposed 30 unit senior citizens housing project. 


Mayor Joseph Ray Kwick has given a chandelier to the Opera House Com- 
mission. The mayor acquired the fixture 10 years ago when the Naugatuck 
National Bank was demolished and it has been hanging in the Mayor’s barn 
these past years just waiting for an opportunity to shine — and after some 
extensive cleaning it will. 


After 40 years of doing business in Thomaston, Colt and Co. are closing their 
local branch due to the loss of their lease. 


Risdon Company of Naugatuck has established a branch on Reynolds Bridge 
Road in a building formerly occupied by Electronics Specialty Company. 


George Stevens, 59, retired groceryman, died suddenly at Waterbury 
Hospital Wednesday morning. 


Kip Brammer announced Local Soap Box Derby event for August 25th on 
Clay Street. 


Friends of Library recommend purchase of the Andrew Block from Trinity 
Episcopal Church as site for the new library. 


Two large donations have increased the library building fund to $28,365.53. 
The Thomaston Public Library Board of Directors donated $9,215 (the 
Lo ge of the trust fund started in 1960) with a $5,000 gift from the estate of 
Edith Kenea. 


The Laura Andrews Free Library Association has donated $4,000 toward the 
purchase of a library site. 


A $390,000 capital grant has been received by the Housing Authority from 
the State for construction of a 30 unit Elderly Housing Development. 


Robert Thompson, on behalf of the Thomaston Civitan Club, presented a 
check to the Opera House Restoration Fund. 


A new clubhouse, built entirely by members for the Thomaston Fish and 
Game Club, will be completed by the end of August. 





JULY Thomaston Savings Bank will inaugurate Drive-In Window service in the fall. 
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Faircrest Poultry Farm Store adds new kitchen to their building. In addition 
to ‘ye aa of eggs and poultry, they will add barbecued and roasted chicken 
and salads. 


Lester V. Lumpkins, a past master of Union Lodge of Masons, past com- 
mander of Clifford French Post American Legion, and Treasurer of Crescent 
Hose Co. for 40 years, passed away. 


Edward G. Hotchkiss, 89, former state senator and local undertaker and 
business man, died at his home. 


Internationally-known singer Marion Anderson will be guest at the Arts 
Festival’s Saturday evening dedication of the Opera House, as a representa- 
tive of Governor John Dempsey. Miss Anderson is a member of the State 
Commission of Arts. 


Chet’s Restaurant opened Monday morning at 7 A.M. in its completely 
renovated cafeteria dining room. Renovations extend throughout the kitchen 
and building exterior. 


Dr. Frank J. Szymanski, 54, veteran Thomaston dentist, died at Waterbury 
Hospital. He was a graduate of Thomaston High School, Alliance College and 
St. Louis University School of Dentistry. Dr. Szymanski was a life member of 
the Rotary Club, a member of the Board of Education and active in Boy 
scouting. He held the Silver Beaver award for distinguished service to boy- 
hood. He was chairman of the local Salvation Army. 


Sheldon Koops, 76 remembers well the arrival of the first trolley car in 
Thomaston August 3, 1904. The trolley entered town to the accompaniment 
of blasts from the four local factories, which lasted until its final stop at 
Cotton Row (now East Main Street). 


First-In-State Thomaston Fire Dept. was awarded a Trophy for the best all- 
around company in the State of Conn. August 17th at the 85th Annual State 
Firemen’s Convention sponsored by West Haven Fire Dept. This is the 25th 
such trophy awarded the outfit and will along with other trophies, one dated 
1888, be displayed in Lemmon’s Pharmacy during the Arts Festival. 


A stagecoach from Wyoming will be an attraction of the Festival of Arts 
Parade. It will be drawn by two Clydesdale horses. Members of the T-Quares 
will ride in the coach. 


The oldest continual tool and die company in the United States with owner- 
ship in one family for 118 years is planning expansion in the not too distant 
future. Hartley Tool and Die Company and Drawn Metal Tube Companies 
recently leveled properties at 47 Park Street and 213 Elm Street to advance 


plans for expansion. 


One hundred and forty parking meters will line local street. 


Chief Allan Bowkett has tendered his resignation as Fire Chief effective 
January 1, 1969. 


The townspeople voted unanimously to purchase the Simpson property to be 
used as part of the 30 unit facility for the elderly. 


Dr. Winfield Wight is paid tribute by entire town. Forty-six years of devoted 
service to the Thomaston area culminated Sunday afternoon with a ‘‘This is 
Your Life’’ program in the Opera House. Approximately 800 friends and well 
wishers gathered to honor the 73 year old physician and one of the town’s 
most prominent citizens. 
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A genuine theater pipe organ built for the Palace Theater in Danbury is soon 
to be installed in the Opera House. 


The Covenant Church of Thomaston has launched a fund raising campaign 
for the purpose of purchasing a new organ. Present plans are to purchase an 
Allen organ with indoor and outdoor carellion. 


Dr. Daniel Samson, president of The Thomaston Friends of the Library, turns 
over deed to the Andrews Block to First Selectman Pat Piscopo. Friends of 
the Library raised $30,000 to purchase this property and are now in the 
process of raising an additional $191,000 to complete the building fund. 


Colonial’s Modern Bank officially opens November 18th. 


Doctor Wight donated the proceeds from the town-wide testimonial, totaling 
$1,440, to the ‘‘Friends of the Library’’ and the Opera House Commission. 


The First Parish Council was elected at St. Thomas Church. 


Library Fund hits $87,200. 


Thieves made off with 24 pieces of merchandise and a colored T.V. from the 
warehouse of Pierpont’s Village Store. 


Mrs. Louis Gauthier joined the Thomaston Library Staff as Children’s 
Librarian. 


The Board of Fire Commissioners has announced the appointment of Charles 
W. Glennon as Fire Chief effective January ist. Mr. Glennon joined the Hook 
and Ladder Company April 6, 1931. 


Postmaster Mathew Monahan reminds residents of the 6 Cents Christmas 
Card Rate. 


Thomaston’s Board of Selectmen commended Robert Robinson, town 
treasurer, for the extensive work he did in obtaining retroactive money on 
sewer grants, which means that the town will receive $7,500 per year for the 
next 15 years totalling $112,500. 


Board of Selectmen authorized the First Selectman, Pat Piscopo, to accept 
the $60,000 government grant for the public library program. 


1969 


Selectman Pat Piscopo has been notified that Thomaston’s request for a 
$13,782 grant for community development has been received by State Dept. 
of Community Affairs and approved. Walter Kloss of the planning 
commission heads the plan. A coordinator will be hired for one year at a 
salary of $8,000. 


Two and one half months after the beginning of the fund-raising drive for the 
dic pare library, $115,000 in pledges or 60% of the $190,000 goal has been 
achieved. 


Cornelius L. Hudak has been elected president and chief executive officer of 
Plume and Atwood Brass and Copper Division of Plume and Atwood 
Industries. 


Mrs. Lena Morton, president of the Thomaston Fine Arts Association, 

reports that the exhibit, held in the courtroom of the Town Hall was well 

received by all who attended from Hamden, Cheshire, Waterbury, Water- 

ie Litchfield, Bristol, Torrington, Thomaston, Falls Village and New York 
ity. 


FEBRUARY Gerard W. Bradshaw, award winning artist, addressed the Thomaston 
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Womens Club with a discussion and demonstration of realistic water-color 
painting. 


Pik-Kwik Store is expanding, adding 2,000 sq. ft. and a new front to the 
current market. 


Twenty inches of snow blanketed Thomaston. The worst storm in 20 years. 
High winds, gusting to 50 miles an hour, made the snow seem a lot worse. 
There were drifts 12 to 14 feet high in some places. Town road crew worked 
40 to 44 hours straight without a single complaint. 


Thomaston’s historic Opera House made history again yesterday. The town 
received an $8,000 check from the Conn. State Historical Commission for 
renovation of the Opera House. 


Probably as much as $27,000 has been spent on the Opera House, much of it 
in volunteer time and effort in addition to cost of materials. 


Thomaston Police Force will sport new arm patches with designation 

‘“Clock Town’’. The new patches were designed by Benedict Grohoski of 
Thomaston. Seth Thomas Clock Co. has approved the design and is providing 
financial assistance in getting the patches for all members of the force. 


Clifford R. French Post #22 American Legion will celebrate its fiftieth 
anniversary with a buffet and dance. Forbes Gibbs was the first commander 
and is now 80 years old. The first major project of the post was a three-night 
fair held in the Opera House. The men made a profit of more than $2,400. 
The event was so popular the legionnaires had to make a overnight trip to 
New York in a borrowed truck to get more prizes for the second night of the 
fair. The Post was also the first to raffle off a car with tickets going for $1.00 
to $15.00. The Post has had three State Commanders: Wm. C. Kruser 
(1938-39), Arthur J. Kelley (1948-49), and Charles Majewski (1958-59). 


Three Life Membership Cards have been awarded to the Post for outstanding 
service — Thomas Byers, Sheldon Koops and Stanley Klaneski. 


Frank Whitham’s senior citizen flag goes to Washington, D.C. to hang in the 
offices of Congressman Tom Meskill. A resident of Sanfords Rest Home, Mr. 
Whitham will be 85 years old soon. 


James Cuniff has been appointed part-time director of recreation. 


The Thomaston High School stage and concert bands will hold a benefit 
concert to raise funds for new school-owned instruments. 


The restoration of Thomaston’s Opera House is nearly completed. A high- 
powered spotlight has been ordered and should arrive shortly. The latest 
sound equipment including multi-speaker sound columns is being installed 
by Wm. Akoury. 


A traffic control signal will be installed at the intersection of East Main Street 
and Route 8. 


J. ©. Kaniewski, Thomaston Pharmacist and proprietor of J. C. Pharmacy, is 
chairman of the 23rd Annual Pharmacy Postgraduate Seminar at the 
University of Conn. 


Selectmen have warned town drivers to avoid using Waterbury Road, 
especially during working hours. Heavy construction has created potential 
hazards. 
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hip bine Commission plans for a Fife and Drum Corps. if enough interest 
is shown. 


Thomaston policemen have formed the Thomaston Police Officers As- 
sociation. 


Town has purchased a new tractor to keep Thomaston park areas in good 
shape this summer. It also comes equipped with a plow for snow. James Fox 
who’s “‘almost 72’’ has already put the machine to work. 


Thomaston Fire Dept. has purchased two new portable pumps. One of the 


Thomaston Fire Dept. has purchased two new portable pumps. One of the 
pumps is a specially designed lightweight machine that can be floated in a 
swimming pool or pond for fighting fires in outlying areas. 


Miss Rosa Gangloff is looking forward to retirement in June after fifty years 
of service in Connecticut; forty-four years of which was in Thomaston. 


Jeremy Gerlach became the town’s first licensed lay minister at the spring 
meeting of the Naugatuck Valley Association of the United Church of Christ. 
He is only the second licensed W.C.C. lay minister in the State of Conn. 


The first “‘Concert on the Green’’ of the summer season will be presented 
tonight by the High School band under the sponsorship of the recreation 
commission. 


‘Spectator’ and ‘‘Observer’’ pendulum wall clocks were recently introduced 
by Seth Thomas Division of General Time Corp. 


Town gets federal grant of $390,000 for sewers from HUD which will finance 
approximately half the sewer construction on High St. Ext., Humiston Circle 
and Wainut Hill. The town will have to raise about $200,000 in matching 
funds. 


Unlicensed dogs will be the subject of a house-to-house survey in August. 
Only 469 licenses have been issued, awarding Town Clerk, Edna Ryan, and 
at least 150 remained to be licensed. 


The design for renovation of the Main Opera House entrance will be done by 
a professional theater decorator. 


Thomaston area residents can buy now famous Seth Thomas Clocks at 
special prices at the new factory outlet store which opened this week ina 
house adjoining the factory on Elm Street. 


The stars of brigadier general were pinned on retired Air National Guard 
Colonel Randal B. Hathway at Bradley International Airport. General 
Hathway retired earlier this year as commander of the Air Guards 103rd 
Fighter Group. 


The Library Building Committee reports public pledges of approximately 
$123,000 with more than $50,000 already in cash invested in government 
bonds drawing interest. The Committee has also secured a $60,000 state 
grant. 


Thomaston’s Third Annual Fine Arts Festival opened with a huge ensemble 
of floats, bands, beauty queens, fire trucks, antique cars and marching 
children. ‘‘Dedication to Footsteps on the Moon’’ is the theme of the parade. 
A coronation concert will take place in the Opera House. There will also be an 
outdoor art exhibit in downtown Thomaston and the display of works by 
invited artists in the Town Hall Gallery. 
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The old concrete bridge over the Northfield Brook at Center Street was razed 
this week to make way for the new Rte. 254. 


Herbert DeVeber, principal of Thomaston High School, has recently received 
a Thomaston High School Class Book for the year of 1889. The book was sent 
him by Mrs. Louise Zacher of Short Beach, Conn. It was among the effects of 
her mother’s cousin, Miss Jessie Burr. It will be placed in the school vault 
with other mementos of bygone years. 


Thomaston High School Band will journey to the University of Conn. to play 
at the Huskies Annual Band Day. 


Trinity Episcopal Church opened a three-day Centennial Celebration with a 
musical evening and a reception in the Great Hall of the Church, which was 
officially founded in 1869. 


The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to name the Town Hall Art 
Gallery, the Lena Morton Gallery in honor of one of Thomastons outstanding 
citizens, a noted artist and arts patron. Mrs. Morton was one of the founders 
of the Art Festival and the restoration of the Opera House is another one of 
her special projects. 


The newly erected cross on the steeple of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
will be dedicated in loving memory of Mrs. Kenneth Johnson at the 9:30 a.m. 
worship on All Saints Day. 


Thomaston returned First Selectman Pat Piscopo to his third term of office 
with a 685 plurarity; nearly twice the majority he had in 1967. 


‘*Eriends of the Library’’ Bargain Shop in the former Ruwet Sibley building, 
opens today with a full stock of good, used items. This is a money-raising 
venture for the library building fund. 


Thomaston’s Housing development for the elderly has received approval for 
an additional $89,000 State Aid Grant. However, the project received a minor 
set-back because of a bidding error. Therefore the project has to be rebid 
according to Housing Authority Chairman Michael Cipriano. 


The construction contract for the Green Manor housing development for the 
elderly has been awarded to Innes Brothers Inc. of Thomaston for $366,666 


almost $27,000 less than previously bid. Ground-breaking ceremonies will be 
held tomorrow. 


Thomaston gets $496 grant for a second housing project for the elderly. 


1970 


The Thomaston Recreation Commission will conduct a meeting Monday to 
organize a young people’s fife and drum corp. 


The Bargain Shop, operated by volunteer friends of the Library, will open 
again in the former Ruwet-Sibley store. 


A special town meeting will decide ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ for zoning. Also voters 
will be asked to appropriate $70,000 for construction of the new Public 
Library Building. 


Laura Andrews Free Library Association opposes demolition of the present 
library and requested that the present building be incorporated in the new 
library. Bids for the new library will be advertised this month. 
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Lyehli Hallden, noted philanthropist and industrialist, died February 9th in 
Florida. 


Thomaston Boy Scouts are observing their 60th anniversary. 


A $3.2 million dollar expenditure for sewers and a secondary treatment plant 
were approved at a Special Town Meeting. 


Mrs. Milan Knox is the new ‘‘Express’’ correspondent for Reynolds Bridge. 
Her affiliation with the Express goes back many years to when her children 
were small and their big Express paper route was a family project. She 
wget ong had to load her youngest child and the newspapers into a carriage 
to deliver. 


First Selectman Pat Piscopo announced his candidacy for nomination for 6th 
District Congressman. 


Thomaston will be getting an extra $30,000 from the Federal Government for 
the new library building. 


The Library Building fund got $350 from the hotly contested basketball 
games. The firemen doused the Police Dept. 49 - 28. 


The six brothers and sisters of the Witte family, originally from Germany, 
were united here for the first time in 43 years. These sisters and one brother 
all living in Germany were guests of Maria Witte of Grove Street and Henry 
Witte of Fenn Road. 


Dr. W. E. Wight received a standing ovation from Rotarians on the occassion 
of his 75th birthday. 


More than 200 students from Thomaston High School and St. Thomas School 
collected about two truck loads of trash on ‘‘Earth Day’’. 


The Drawn Metal Tube Co., Inc. announced plans May 21st for a $250,000 
addition to its plant. 


The town’s base radio station facilities were stolen from the town-owned 
garage at the land fill location Saturday evening. Tuesday Selectman 
Piscopo had a mysterious call, which stated the equipment could be picked 
up on Moosehorn Road. It’s disappearance is still a mystery. 


Basketball Bears made history by grabbing a share of the Berkshire League 
Title by being selected to participate in the CIAC Tournament as 7th 
ranking team in the state. Ray Wells and Jim Gobin were named to the 
all-star Berkshire League Team. 


Mrs. Joanne Ziemba, mortgage supervisor and assistant secretary of the 
Thomaston Savings Bank, has been named president of the Association of 
Savings Bank Women of Connecticut. 


The Thomaston Education Association gave a memorial to the Thomaston 
Library Building fund in honor of deceased teacher, James Milne. 

The 11th Annual Handicapped Fishing Derby was held at Morton’s Pond. 
Reconstruction of East Main Street Bridge is started. 

Ground-Breaking Ceremonies were held for the new Thomaston Public 


Library. Dr. Daniel Samson, chairman of the Friends of the Library and 
Bruno DePecol, head of the Library Building Committee wield the shovels. 
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Harold G. Harlow, a native of Thomaston, now living in Litchfield, was un- 
animously elected by 172nd District Republicans as their candidate for state 
legislature. 


The Thomaston Honor Roll was moved to a prominent location outside the 
Town Hall. 


The Thomaston Fire Department took two trophies at the State Fireman's 
Convention. Best ladder truck and best in regulation uniforms. 


The V F W post will celebrate its 50th Anniversary with a parade October 11. 


St. Thomas Church has been restored to all its beauty and glory, after more 
than two months of work to refurbish the 64 year old building from cross to 
cornerstone. 


Today marks the official opening of Thomaston’s first housing project for the 
elderly as Housing Authority dedicates 25 of the 30 Green Manor units. 


Ralph Cappella 76, owner and operator of Thomaston’s Shoe Repair Shop for 
40 years, passed away in Waterbury. 


A sparkling, giant blue spruce illuminates Kenea Park, for the first town 
Christmas Tree in years. Howling winds had dropped the temperature nearly 
30 degrees since noon and it was zero at 7 P.M. when people gathered for the 
lighting ceremony and carol sing. 


The town’s first luxury apartment complex and the first of Eastern Photo- 
graphic Laboratories, Inc. ‘‘projects in programs’’ will be open for public in- 
spection this weekend. The Broadview Heights apartments were built by 
John St. Denis, leading general contractor. 
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Assistance for Thomaston from the Federal Government was necessary as 
the unemployment rate went up. The town received more than $100,000 in 
federal funds to provide jobs under the Emergency Employment Act. 


With a year behind them, the Thomaston Fife and Drum Corps, sponsored by 
the Recreation Committee, is ready for a season of parades and field day 
competition. Mrs. John Hyland can be called the ‘‘founding mother’’ with 
the help of Joanne Ziemba who Serves as secretary-treasurer. The group also 
has trumpets and glockenspiels and a color guard for the marching unit. A 
V F W Ladies Auxillary presented the Corps with an American Flag. 


Lena Morton Day was proclaimed by the Selectmen on January 28th in honor 

of Mrs. Morton’s 85th birthday. She was instrumental in getting the Opera 

ee — and in raising money for this work through the Fine Arts 
estival. 


Frank Morton, who was one of Thomaston’s noted athletes in his younger 
days, celebrated his 85th birthday. He played on the town’s football team in 
1906. 


The Board of Selectmen accepted with regret the resignation of Patsy J. 
Piscopo as First Selectman. He was sworn in as Deputy State Banking 
Commissioner March 15th. 


George W. Johnston was sworn in as First Selectman, with the unanimous 
approval of the Democratic Town Committee. 
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John Cipriano was named to fill the vacancy on the Board of Selectmen. 


The Hazen property on Union Street will be the site of the new elderly 
housing project. 


Plymouth rejected regionalization with Thomaston in a four to three vote. 


A five member high school investigating committee was appointed: Walter 
Kloss, Allan Innes, George Johnston, Marvin Yaffe and Siegfried Hunke. 


Ground-breaking ceremonies were held for the Secondary Sewage Treatment 
Plant, to be built next to the site of the present plant on Old Waterbury Road. 


Miss Rosa Gangloff was elected President of the Thomston Historical Society 
also Pat Piscopo, vice president; Marion DePecol, secretary; Robert 
Robinson, treasurer; Mabel Lyons, historian and Helen Masopust as 
spn et The society voted to join the Connecticut League of Histori- 
cal Societies. 


A special towm meeting will be held to authorize the Selectman to sign a 
lease with the state for Nystrom’s Pond. 


The staff of the Thomaston Public Library and high school students moved in 
a Hag oe brigade’’ 17,000 library books in preparation for the opening of the 
new library. 


Dedication ceremonies were conducted on June 27 for the new Thomaston 
Public Library, made possible by the hard work of the Friends of the Library. 
Mrs. Fred Pierpont was chairman, assisted by Mrs. Bruno DePecol, Eleanor 
Benedict and Herbert DeVeber. Patzy J. Piscopo was Master of Ceremonies. 


Seth Thomas has just introduced an entirely new line of men’s and women’s 
sport and dress watches, featuring the ‘‘Friction Lock case,’’ proven to 
provide maximum water resistance, which are priced $70-$2,475. Also 
unique to Seth Thomas is the first, and believed to be the only, electronic 
digital watch with date, in the world, priced $230. 


The new quarter million dollar plant recently completed by Drawn Metal 
went Hartly, Inc. will be officially opened with ceremonies June 24th 
at .M. 


First Selectman George Johnston has announced his candidacy for the Re- 
publican nomination for First Selectman. 


Democratic ranks have also announced that Roger DuPont and Eugene Tor- 
rence, former First Selectman, are seeking the party’s nod for First Select- 
man. Roger Scully and incumbent Selectman Harry Lynch are seeking ap- 
proval for the second spot. 


At the Fireman’s Annual Parade Jack Wilson’s sons and grandchildren rode 

on a float honoring his 60th year of service as an active member of the 

Lal a Fire Dept. The float also featured the elegant old Crescent Hose 
art. 


Local barber Mike Bruscino supervises his new ‘‘apprentice’’ State Repre- 
sentative Harry Harlow as he gives 94 year old Al Brown, believed to be 
Thomaston’s oldest living resident, a quick trim. 


Mrs. David Potter has presented to the Thomaston Historical Society the first 
ht ‘‘Express’’ dated June 27, 1873 along with others printed in 1873 and 
74. 


SEPTEMBER Allan Innes, chairman of the High School Investigating Committee, said a 
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new high school might cost the town 2.4 million. A discussion with state of- 
ficials showed that a school with 625 pupils would get $1,400 per pupil or 
50% of the cost of the building in state money. 


First Selectman George Johnston reported to the Board of Selectmen that he 
has been checking on prices for a vehicle to replace the present ambulance. 
He said he found a 1970 Chevrolet offered by a Mt. Vernon, New York firm, 
which has never been used and is fully equipped except for a radio, for 
$8,000. The same company has two Cadillac ambulances which can be had 
for about $14,000 because they are a year old. He will discuss the matter with 
the Board of Finance at their next meeting on Tuesday. 


The first Catholic Church in Thomaston was organized December 24, 1968 in 
Academy Hall. The first church building was erected on Chapel Street on 
land donated by Aaron Thomas. Rev. Eugene Gafferty, pastor in 1871 
finished the church building and purchased a cemetery. VWhen the 
cornerstone for the present St. Thomas Church was laid on May 6, 1906, 
children dressed in white marched from the Chapel Street church to the new 
foundation where the whole town turned out for the ceremonies. 


Now 65 years later with the exterior of the church cleaned and sealed and the 
interior remodeled, including the installation of a new Electronic Organ, the 
Parish looks forward to its Centennial Celebration. Starting with a church 
picnic Sunday, a Field Day and other activities, the celebration will come to 
an end with a Centennial Mass on September 26 at 3 P.M. by the Reverend 
Archbishop John F. Whelon. The church will be redecorated and the 
sanctuary blessed. A reception for the archbishop will follow in the church 
hall and a Centennial Banquet will be held at the Waverly Inn in Cheshire at 
6 P.M. in the evening. 


The Opera House Pipe Organ is ready for use. Rosa Rio appears to present a 
concert through the courtesy of the American Theater Organ Enthusiasts. 


The Northfield Dam has been drained of water to facilitate the removal of silt 
according to a spokesman for the Army Corp. of Engineers. It was also re- 
ported that flood gates were closed on the Thomaston, Northfield and Black 
Rock Dams to help curb a rise in the Naugatuck River in the Beacon Falls 
area. 


Dr. Winfield Wight retired Wednesday night as Chairman of the Board of 
Thomaston Savings Bank and was honored at the annual corporator’s dinner 
with a glowing tribute by bank president, Walter D. Nelson. Dr. Wight was 
elected acorporator in 1936, a director in 1938, President in 1952 and in 1965 
Chairman of the Board. Dr. Wight was presented with an inscribed silver 
tray in appreciation of the many years he served the bank. 


Allan C. Innes was elected Chairman of the Board to succeed Dr. WigNt. 
Edward G. Hazen of Watertown was elected vice-chairman. 


George Johnston, Republican, was elected to the office of First Selectman in 
one of the most unusual election results in the history of the town. Democrats 
Harry Lynch and Eugene Torrence came in second and third respectively. 
Republican Fred Morgan came in last by only four votes. 


Doris T. Roques has been chosen new head librarian for Thomaston Public 
Library. Her appointment will be effective in January, according to the 
Thomaston Library Board. She will succeed Mrs. Annie Lundberg who is 
retiring after 12 years as head librarian. 


On December 19, a program of Christmas music will be performed on the 
pipe organ at the Thomaston Opera House. No admission will be charged. A 
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member of the Connecticut Valley Theater Organ Society will play the organ. 
The huge instrument features nearly 900 pipes and many sound effects, 
including sleigh bells. 


A Christmas musical experience will happen at the Opera House. The 
Thomaston High School Band and Chorus will play and sing music 
guaranteed to enhance the Christmas season. 


Construction of a new high school at Black Rock was recommended by the 
school study committee. 


The school study committee presented its recommendation to build a new 24 
million dollar high school near the Black Rock Elementary School. 
New Planning & Zoning Commission was created. 


Harry Lynch was designated special mayor for St. Patrick’s Day. 


A special town meeting voted to accept the recommendations of the high 
school investigating committee and authorized the Selectmen to appoint a 
seven man high school building committee. 


Thomaston Opera House was designated a National Historical site. 


The children’s wing of the Thomaston Public Library was opened June 4th. 
Innes Bros., Inc. celebrated their 50th anniversary. 

Peter Rein, Police Commission Chairman and former Republican Town 
Committee Chairman, died at the age of 77. Pete had 40 years service in the 


Thomaston Police Department having been elected constable from 1933 to 
1961 and 1961 to present as Police Commissioner. 


The Thomaston Opera House was invited to become a founding member of 
the League of Historic Theaters. 


The Town’s second elderly housing project was approved by the State 
Department of Community Affairs. 


1973 


Fire Chief Charles Glennon resigned after 43 years of service to the depart- 
ment, the last 4 as chief, and First Ass’t. Chief Robert Brown was named to 
replace him. 


The Vietnam War ended. 


The United States Air Force Band performed a series of very successful con- 
certs for the Thomaston High School student body. 


On February 7th the Thomaston Stage & Concert bands went to Westover 
Air Force Base in Chicopee, Mass. to practice with the Air Force Band. 


Women of Thomaston Congregational Church & Church Women United, 
Thomaston area, vowed to join the nation-wide meat boycott. Meatless meals 
were served in Thomaston schools. 


The Thomaston Education Association presented Edith Snagster Memorial 
Books to the Library’s children’s section. 


The selectmen endorsed the use of radar by town police. 
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Town meeting confirmed a Centennial Executive Committee of nine 
persons: Rosa Gangloff, Martin Kaefer, Clara Lake, John Morris, Thomas 
Reynolds, Leona Sheldon, Agnes White and Ransom Young. 


By a vote of 192 to 43, Thomaston abolished the Police Commission at a 
special town meeting. 


Bethlehem Lutheran Church prepared to mark its 80th anniversary. Mrs. 
Hannah Johnson is the oldest member of the church and has the longest 
record of membership, joining the congregation in 1900 when she arrived 
from Sweden. 


Forbes Gibbs, first commander of Clifford R. French Post American Legion, 
died at the age of 84. 


The Laura Andrews Building is wanted by both the Historical Society, for a 
museum, and the Bargain Shop. 


Laura Andrews Library Association gave $800 to the Library Board of 
Directors to purchase books. 


Thomaston Rod & Gun Club honored its ‘‘Old Timers’’ and Allan Innes was 
made a lifetime member of the club. 


The well-chosen personal library of Helen Scott Platt was presented to the 
Friends of the Library by her son, John Daniel Platt. 


Frank DeBisschop announced his retirement as President and General 
Manager of Thomaston Special Products, Inc. 


About 30 Thomaston Firemen helped fight a multi-million dollar industrial 
fire in Torrington which burned for five days. 


Governor Thomas Meskill visited Green Manor Elderly Housing area and 
dd alia citizens & town officials at a luncheon at the Congregational 
urch. 


A petition calling for a referendum vote on the proposed new high school was 
received by Town Clerk, Edna Billings. 


Thomaston citizens turned down the proposed new high school building by a 
margin of 177 votes. 802 opposed - 625 in favor. 


Leon Smith, editor and publisher of the Free Press & The Thomaston Times 
in Thomaston, Georgia, visited in town and went away impressed with the 
spirit of pride and independence prevailing in Thomaston, Conn. 


Twenty-one units marched before the judges’ reviewing stand for the 
Thomaston Fife & Drum Corps parade. 


The Centennial Committee officially accepted a plate & tile, designed by Wil- 
liam Domaratius and presented by Miss Clara Lake, as part of the Centennial 
celebration in 1975. 


A bomb threat twice emptied the high school of students in one day. A 
student admitted making the threats. 


Congresswoman Ella Grosso came to Thomaston to give Eugene ‘‘Sleeper’’ 
McMahon’s bid for first Selectman a helping hand. 


A commemorative coin, designed by Miss Rosa Gangloff for Thomaston’s 
Centennial was officially accepted by the Centennial Commission. 


The laundry & dry cleaning establishment owned by Michael Cipriano was 
burned to charred timbers & rubble in an early morning fire. 
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Local1614 of United Auto Workers went on strike at Seth Thomas when a 
contract settlement could not be reached. 


When commander William Oliver and Auxiliary President Henrietta Oliver, 
his wife, were installed by the Clifford R. French Post American Legion, they 
made history by being the first husband-wife team in the history of the 
Thomaston Post. Likewise Mr. & Mrs. Charles Clute made history as 
‘‘firsts’’ for the town as V.F.W. Commander & Auxillary President. The 
Clutes were special guests at the American Legion installation ceremonies. 


The Public Library Board of Directors announced that the fine system would 
be Fg away with and replaced by a new ‘‘conscience fund’’ system on a 
trial basis. 


1974 


An autographed copy of the ‘‘Christmas Elf’’ written by Thomaston author 
Louis Trombetta and illustrated by Cathy Pfaefflin, has been presented to 
Mrs. Walter Dickinson, staff member of the Thomaston Public Library. Mrs. 
Dickinson was given the book by the author in recognition of her help when 
he was doing research for it. The library also received an autographed copy. 
The ‘‘Christmas Elf’’ tells about the elf who makes toys all year around for 
Santa Claus to collect on Christmas Eve and deliver to boys and girls. 


Mrs. Revilo Fuller was elected President of the Library Board of Directors. 


Gas shortages were felt in town with local gas stations scheduling hours. 


Pat Piscopo made it official that he wanted the Republican nomination to run 
for the 6th District Congressman. 


A memorial sign has been placed to the left of the Opera House entrance de- 
picting the town’s history. 


Thomaston Drum Corps, sponsored by the Recreation Committee, is being 
disbanded due to lack of funds. 


Thomaston may field a ‘‘Pop Warner’’ Football Team. Rick Kane and Bob 
Andrus will make the bid for Thomaston. The group intends to name their 
team the ‘‘Ponies’’ in remembrance of the semi-professional teams that 
represented Thomaston many years ago. 


The Commission on the Aging has set up a hot meal program for elderly 
residents. This is ‘‘not a poverty project’’ but is more to help elderiy people 
socialize and eat balanced meals. The meals are subsidized through govern- 
ment funding. 


First Selectman George Johnston has requested favorable action from the 
Board of Finance on the expenditure of not more than $65,000 to purchase 
Nystrom’s State Park from the State of Connecticut. It includes about 70 
acres of land, about three acres being in the town of Litchfield. A total of 
$51,977 was set aside in 1972-73 from Revenue Sharing Funds for land 
purchase and interest of $11,023 has been earned. Johnston requested the 
balance of $2,000 from town funds. 


The four living Charter Members of the Thomaston Italian-American Club 
were honored at a remodeling drive dinner. They were August DePecol, 
Patsy DiMaria, Frank Franzosa and Louis Gesmondi. 


Voters gave unanimous approval to the purchase of Nystom’s Pond. 
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The Thomaston Women’s Club donated flowering dogwood trees to Black 
Rock and Grove Street schools. The students planted the trees on Arbor 
Day. 

After 20 years of operation, the Sanford Rest Home closed their doors June 
15th. Mrs. Sanford said the Town of Thomaston had been fine to the home 
throughout all its years of operation. 


The Finance Board approved plans for a new high school. 
Referendum for a new high school was defeated. 


Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Smith of 43 Edgewood Avenue celebrated their 72nd 
wedding anniversary. 


Mr. and Mrs. Albert Atwood, former Thomaston residents, were the 
$100,000 lottery ticket winners. The ticket was purchased at Chet’s 
Restaurant. 


Martin Kaefer read the final report of the defunct High School Building 
Committee at a town meeting. Wesley Billings proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Committee for their hard work. It was voted to appoint a new school 
facilities committee. 


Dr. Winfield Wight’s 50 years of service to the Town of Thomaston as doctor, 
banker and citizen were honored by the members of the Rotary Club and 
visiting dignataries at the weekly meeting at the Westbury Room. President 
Walter Martino presided and concluded the meeting by presenting Dr. 
Wight a plaque. 


The State Lottery drawing was held August 8th in conjunction with the Fire- 
men’s carnival. 


The town was saddened by the death of Revillo Fuller, proprietor of Fuller’s 
Five & Ten Cent Store, who was stricken in the store. 


The Thomaston Women’s Club, who gave the original 20 flags that decorate 
our town in 1960, have this year in preparation for the Centennial donated 21 
additional flags. Boy Scout Troop 53, Bernard Hoyt leader, is responsible for 
displaying these flags. 


The ‘*Marjorie Conklin Memorial Collection of Books on the Arts’’ were 
introduced at a Festival of the Arts which was held Sept. 9th through 13th. 


Thomaston Savings Bank celebrated its 100th birthday. The bank was 
granted acharter by the Legislature in August 1874. When Ulysses S. Grant 
was President and Thomaston was still called ‘‘Plymouth Hollow’’, a local 
farmer named David K. Merriman made the first deposit in a bank at George 
and Harry Stoughton’s Dept. Store, down by the railroad crossing. Miles 
Morse, the first President of the bank nicknamed ‘‘Square’’ for his honesty, 
later built a block on Park Street and located the Bank in his building. The 
Bank then went to the corner of East Main and Electric Avenue before 
moving to the Town Hall, where it remained to 1939. In that year the bank 
moved to its present site. 


The present Fire House was built 93 years ago at a cost of $500. Present 
heavy equipment has taken its toll and the town is in need of a new building. 


Innes Bros. Inc. has donated a 17,000 square foot parcel of land on Clay 
Street to be used as the site for a new firehouse. Approval of the site is up to 
the Board of Fire Commissioners. 








Risdon Mfg. Co. donated land for a softball field to the town. The donation 
hinges on insurance regulations. The field will be prepared with the help of 
the town road crew. 


Tennis courts will be constructed behind the high school with revenue 
sharing funds. 





OVEMBER Bids will be sought soon for a 12 passenger mini-bus to serve senior citizens 
in Thomaston, Harwinton, Morris and Litchfield. The bus will be paid for 
mostly through federal funds. 


DE SEMBER Pat Piscopo, who was First Selectman when the campaign to restore the 
Opera House began, was nominated by the Republican Town Committee to 
fill a vacancy on the Opera House Commission. 


The Board of Finance appropriated $2,000 to the newly created Bicentennial 
Committee, which could bring matching federal funds. 


1975 


JANUARY Walter Robinson and Frank Grosso gave a representative of the Department 
| of the Interior a tour of the Opera House to show him where federal funds 
might best be spent. 


Five chandeliers were recently installed in the Opera House. 


Lena Morton, long a promoter of arts in Thomaston, was honored on her 89th 
birthday with a party in the Morton Art Gallery. Mrs. Jackie Chapman 
organized the party. Many of Mrs. Mortons floral paintings were on display 
for the occassion. 


Parishioners of Trinity Episcopal Church voted in their annual meeting to 
allow the town to use the church’s driveway and parking area for access to 
the proposed new firehouse on Clay Street. 


Selectman Bruno DePecol said Thomaston needs a facelift and now is the 
time to do it in preparation for the town’s Centennial Celebration. 








FEBRUARY Mrs. Lena Morton will head an Art and Crafts Festival as part of the Centen- 
nial Celebration. She will be assisted by Girard Bradshaw, Jackie Chapman, 
Paul Tracy and Charles Pontbriand. 


Daylight Savings Time was effective Feb. 23rd, as an energy conservation 
measure. 


Thomaston Bears captured the Berkshire League Basketball Tourney for the 
first time in more than ten years. Thomaston girls’ team has also had a fine 
season. 


Town meeting accepted Clay Street land, donated to the town by Innes Bros., 
Inc., aS firehouse site. 


At Thomaston High School, the athletic director for both men and women’s 
sports is a woman, Beverley Lowden. 


Albert Brown, 97, long-time member of Thomaston Marine Band, passed 
away Feb. 11th. 


MARCH Centennial Commission members are formulating plans for a grand birthday 
party. There will be handicrafts, art exhibits, a rock band, a block dance, a 
grand ball, Ukranian Dancers, Band Concert, Fashion Promenade, a horse 
show and more packed into the ten-day celebration. 


C. E. Maquire Architects brought three plans for the new firehouse for the 
Firehouse Building Committee to look over. 


APRIL Julia Perrin, first president of the Thomaston’s Comen’s Club, was honored 
at the Club’s 20th anniversary party. 


The Bicentennial Committee will take steps to renovate the tombstones at 

Hillside Cemetery which were moved over 90 years ago from the site of the 

Town Hall Building. Two Revolutionary War soldiers are buried there. 
MAY High Street area residents objected to a Conn. State Humane Society appli- 
cation for an animal shelter on High Street Ext. 


A lone gunman walked into Dr. Samuel Rosenfield’s office and took off with 
the secretary’s money, credit cards and driver’s license. 


Annie Atwood presented a Spirit of 76 homemade bicentennial afghan to the 
Thomaston Historical Society for a raffle to benefit the society during 
Thomaston’s Centennial Celebration. 


A town meeting voted a full-time assessor to replace the present Board of 





Assessors. 





Did you know... . 


... that when Seth Thomas Clocks was testing the Colgate 
Clock, it was placed on the back of the old Movement Shop 
and a trench dug to allow sweep for the clock hands. The 
hands were so big it took nine men to carry each one. 


The Bradstreet Grist Mill was burned on September 11, 
1905. The alarm was sounded at 2:00 A.M. by the Marine 
Shop whistle and then repeated by other factories. The 
mill was owned by Selectman George Bradstreet. The 
building was a total loss. The mill was originally built by 
Samue! Sanford to be used as a verge shop. The mill was 
located on Northfield Brook where Pecco’s storage tanks 
now stand. An adjourning saw mill was not damaged by 
the blaze. 


The night the war ended in 1918 the Marine Shop whistle 
sounded first, followed by the Case Shop and the Move- 
ment Shop. Then the brass mill whistle came in with 
sonorous sounds of fog horn quality. 


Thomaston was a Sporting Town. The Ponies played for 
love of the game. The Thomaston Ponies were a state 
champion football team in the 20’s and 30’s. Peter Rein 
was assistant manager. Charles Glennon played guard, 
Wes Billings was a tackle. Three to four thousand people 
attended at fifty-five cents a ticket. Gate receipts were 
used for operating expenses, traveling costs, medical sup- 
plies and in home games they had to pay the opposing 
team to play. It cost $600 to play the Providence Steam- 
rollers who beat them. Doc Wight attended the games and 
took care of any injuries. Henry Bropy was Manager. 


When Harry Muir was Postmaster, he rescued the original 
deed to the land on which the Town Hall stands from a 
heap of scrap and shavings. The writing stated that the 
town bought the property for a burying place in 1746 for 50 
shillings, or about $12 and was still legible after almost 
200 years. 


.. . at one time Thomaston had a stagecoach run? It ran 
over Walnut Hill, the present Northfield Road and over 
the hill to Smith Road. 





A school nurse was hired for the first time in 1917. 


That in the roaring 20’s there was a motorcycle climb on 
the Old Waterbury Road in the rear of the old Wiggins Inn 
(present site of Stevens Company). Hundreds and hun- 
dreds of people came to view the cyclists struggle to climb 
the rugged terrain. 


. . . how Frank Franzoso, a local barber, got his name 
‘“The Sheik’’? Long ago in either 1925 or 26 a carnival 
came to town. This carnival offered $5.00 to anyone who 
could stay astride the donkey. Dressed in flambuoyant 
flanne}! trousers, colorful jacket with an appropriate sash 
and a complementary hat, Mr. Franzoso accepted the 
challenge. in his native Italy, it was customary to tag a 
horse by the tail and mount it. He did the same thing with 
the donkey. Once he had the donkey by the tail, he jumped 
astride the animal, encircled his legs around the animal’s 
neck, and held on. Vainly did the donkey try to throw his 
rider. To make the story short, Mr. Franzoso earned the 
title of ‘‘The Sheik’’. 


In July of 1926 a gypsy band was encamped near the gate- 
house which stood near Frost Bridge. 


The “‘Three Brothers Tree’’ at the foot of High Street, 
planted by Aaron, Edward and Seth Thomas Jr., was 
removed in 1927. 


In March of 1931 Police Officer James P. ‘‘Taft’’ Ryan 
turned fireman when he used snow to put out a blaze in 
the gate house at the railroad station. 


During the 30’s there was a Chinese laundry in town. It 
was located on East Main Street and was operated by 
George Ong. 


In June of 1932 Gunther Mathes, while digging in his gar- 
den, found his brother’s wedding ring. The ring had been 
lost in 1910. 


An issue of the Thomaston Express, in March of 1932, 
carried a column written for the paper by Calvin Coolidge, 
ex-president of the United States. 














FIRE DEPARTMENT 


In the spring of 1882 Crescent Hose 
Company No. 1 and Crescent Hose 
Company No. 2 were organized. 


In December of 1882 Hose Company No. 1 
was disbanded and Thomaston Hook and 
Ladder came into existence. 


The first meeting hall was a building that 
had been built in the rear of the Congrega- 
tional Church. 


In 1883 the present firehouse was built with 
separate quarters for each company. 
3 FIRE CHIEFS 


— _——a John R. Hoyt 1882-1883 
| _ T. D. Bradstreet 1883-1898 
—— <2 James Chatfield 1898-1914 
+- Harry Dickenson 1914-1927 
Robert W. Henderson 1927-1944 
Robert Cummings 1944-1951 
Allan Bowkett 1951-1969 
Charles Glennon 1969-1973 
———————— ——— Robert J. Brown 1973- 
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OUR VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS 


Charles L. Russell Post No. 68 Grand Army of the Republic, the fostering 
organization of Elisha Kellogg Camp #18 Sons of Union Veterans, was 
chartered in 1884 with 25 members. Their charter was turned over to the 
S.U.V. in 1935. 


The post was named for Colonel Charles L. Russell, a Litchfield County man, 
commander of the 10th Connecticut Volunteers, and the first line officer from 
this state to be killed in the Civil War, at the battle of Roanoke Island, 
Virginia, February 8, 1862. 


Prior to the Post’s organization, the graves of veterans of the Civil War had 
been decorated by a volunteer committee of women. For six years before the 
chartering of the local G.A.R. post, a veterans organization purely local in 
nature, had flourished here. Williams B. Atwood was its first commander. 


The charter of Charles L. Russell Post No. 68 was received and the post 
installed on February 26, 1884. Frank E. Crocker accepted the charter in the 
name of the post and was its first commander. The last surviving member of 
the post, Charles E. Morse, died September 15, 1935 at the age of 92. 


Elisha Kellogg Camp No. 18 Sons of Union Veterans received its charter 
December 7, 1923. Three previous camps of the Sons of Veterans had been 
chartered in Thomaston: Wright Camp No. 18 in 1886, General Henry W. 
Lawson Camp No. 17 in 1900, and Joseph R. Hawley Camp No. 15 in 1910. 


The camp charter was received at a meeting held at Pythian Hall December 
co 1923. The charter was accepted by the post commander Joseph C. 
impson. 


The first camp headquarters were in the Legion Home of Clifford R. French 
Post. When that post needed the home for its own purposes, the Sons 
changed its headquarters to the home of Alexander Gregorek Post, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. In 1936 Elisha Kellogg Camp established a home of its own 
in one of the small buildings of the Center School group on Main Street. 


In 1919 Clifford R. French Post American Legion was formed. 
In 1929 Alexander Gregorek Post Veterans of Foreign Wars was formed. 





POLICE DEPARTMENT 


ROLAND CYR 
Chief of Police 
1967-Present 





JAMES P. ‘‘TAFT’’ RYAN 
Chief of Police 
1930-1953 

















HISTORY OF THE POST OFFICE 


About 1840 Thomaston’s first post office was opened in the general store 
conducted by Seth Thomas Jr., in the Seth Thomas building, which was 
located on Main Street on the site where the Pik-Kwik now stands. On March 
1, 1841 Seth Thomas, Jr. was appointed the first postmaster of Plymouth 
Hollow, and held the office for some years. Later the store changed hands 
several times and for a time Fay Pierre was postmaster. 


The first move of the post office from the original site was to the Old Hotel, 
across the street, probably just before the Civil War. 


In 1866 Mr. Wakeman was appointed Postmaster and the office was moved 
into his brick building ‘‘American Hall’’ (site of Joe’s T.V.). 


A few years later F. M. Foster built a store between the Webster Block and 
American Hall, the post office moved into the south end of the building and 
E. T. Gates was appointed postmaster. He continued in that capacity for 
about 20 years. 


In 1877 when the Pease brothers, Bryon and Horton, proprietors of the Pease 
Pharmacy, who had occupied the former Thomas store building, vacated the 
premises, the post office was removed to its original site in the building. A 
few months later fire destroyed the Thomas Building and Morse Block. 


The post office next opened in a temporary wooden building occupied by 
George Beach’s shoe store, Mr. Beach having been one of the tenants forced 
out by the fire in the Main Street blocks (site of St. Thomas Rectory). 


In 1879 C. F. Williams came to town and purchased C. E. Foster’s Drug Store 
in the brick building. Later he moved to the newly rebuilt Morse block and 
the post office moved into the American Hall for the second time. 


In 1880 Tracey Brothers built a store building on the corner of East Main and 
Electric Avenue, now the Hopkins Block, and to this location the post office 
was moved, where it remained for five years. 


In 1865 it was transferred to the newly-built town hall building, where it 
remained until the new building was built, the only change being from the 
north end to the south end. 


Edward T. Gates terminated his many years as postmaster in 1888 and was 
succeeded by Augustive E. Blakeslee who served from 1888 to 1892. Horton 
Pease held the office from 1892 to 1896. He was followed by A. E. Blakeslee 
whose term expired in 1900. George A. Lemmon then received the appoint- 
ment and he occupied the office for 12 years. Charles C. Curtiss followed Mr. 
Lemmon and was postmaster for four years. William L. Hanley served from 
1919 until 1924. Harry A. Muir received his appointment in 1924 and served 
until his death in November 1934. Frederick C. Flynn was appointed in 
January 1935 to fill Mr. Muirs’ unexpired term and in 1936 received his 
regular four-year appointment from President Roosevelt. Miss Mary Doyle 
became Postmistress in 1946 and served until 1958 when Peter Koops 
ee a? The present Postmaster is Matthew Monahan who took 
office in 1962. 
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THOMASTON’S OLD HOUSES 


ATWOOD ROAD 
Francis R. & Barbara Gagnon 
BABBIT ROAD 
Frederick J. & Muriel Strik 
BRANCH ROAD 
Edward B. & Sarah D. Gilbert 
BRISTOL STREET 
William H. Lyons & Sons 
William R. Oliver & Frank W. Kusman 
Stanley Puzacke 
F. Peter & Arlen F. Foley 
Anthony & Ann Kuharski 
CEDAR MOUNTAIN ROAD 
Richard J. Rogozinski & Chester B. Chizinski 
CENTER STREET 
Alice Grano 
Edward F. Jr. & Margery H. Gelelein 
Anthony & Christina Andrade 
Maria Nedderman 
Charles & Elizabeth L. Holmes 
Richard & Nancy E. Matheaws 
Allison R. & Rena M. Suckley 
Nancy E. Rayder 
Catherine Reardon 
William McKeag 
Robert Brown 
Robert & Mary Ann Brown 
Charlotte Lake 
Francis & Freda Coffey 
Daniel J. & Bonney K. Capobianco 
CLAY STREET 
Harold Hoyt 
Innes Bros., Inc. 
Martha Brown 
EAST MAIN STREET 
St. Thomas Church Corp. 
Lyons & Lyons Inc. 
Richard J. Rogozinski & Chester B. Chizinski 
Mary Matz 
Anthony Voketites 
Walter Kloss & William A. Matulewicz 
Michael John & Diane M. Senew 
James E. & Paul E. O’Brien 
Charles G. Kinney 
Lawrence C. & Bette Jean Wenzloff 
Bernice P. Atwood 
Adrien B. & Helene C. Byr 
ELM STREET 
Marshall Sangster 
William C. & Margeret B. Monroe 
Bernice Warner 
Charlotte Sangster 
Robert Rudberg 
John J. & Margaret M. Shea 
Frank & Eleanor Kelly 
Ethel & Raymond Johnson 
Catnerine A. Ruggie 
John Arnold 
Harry P. & Marie L. Kilman 
Chalmus E. & Dorothy F. Stephens 
Robert W. & Viola Richard 
John A. Longo 
Hilda K. & Francis A. Wehrle 
Philip E. Johnston 
Evelyn A. & Danile P. Samson 
Elizabeth Mcintyre 
David S. Potter Jr. 
Catherine T. Savage 
Grace Grohs 
John & Rose Marie St. Denis 
Abigail J. McLaughlin 
ELECTRIC AVENUE 
St. Thomas Church Corp. 
Richard Rogozinski 





ETHERIDGE COURT 
Patrick R. & Audrey T. Pinette 
FENN ROAD 
Joseph & Rose Rogozinski 
Merton W. & N. Mae Fenn 
John & Evelyn Pecka 
GRAND STREET 
Dr. C. Conklin 
James Dunn 
George & Beverly D. Nedderman 
Catherine T. Huxford 
John & Elizabeth Wilson 
Julia K. Shearer 
Barbara W. & Charlies L. Duncan 
Edward G. & Mary V. Landers 
Dean & Cindy Johnston 
Lila M. Ambrose 
HICKORY HILL 
Raymond Andro 
Richard & Karen O’Connel!l 
Charles Chambers 
Leonard & Mildred H. Rogozinski 
Roger & Dale Gangloff 
HIGH STREET 
August D. & Mary C. Matz 
Lyons, W.H. & Sons, Inc. & Hotchkiss & Hotchkiss 
Edward H. Hotchkiss 
Emma J. Goodwin & Viola H. Lattimer 
Roger |. & Patricia A. Jacques 
Elsie J. Kaefer 
Neil T. & Evelyn Doyle 
Bruno C. & Marion |. DePecol 
HIGH STREET EXT. 
John F. Hycko 
Edwin L. Thompson 
HILL ROAD 
Francis & Kathleen M. Reilly 
Matheaw J. Monahan 
JACKSON STREET 
Donald A. Brooks 
John P. & Celia Belonick 
Louis J. & Elizabeth L. DiBiase 
C. Donald & John C. MacKeller 
Fred L. & Frances K. Dilger 
Richard Rogozinski 
Leslie Bellman 
Raymond & Rolande Cote 
Joseph R. & Virginia E. Chandler 
Edward & Elizabeth Waters 
Ernest A. & Janice R. LeClair 
Mildred V. Gilbert 
Harold & Oneita Ellis 
Bronesiaw W. Pecka 
Louise D. Roger & Jean Jensen 
JUDSON STREET 
Richard A. & Shirley Jeanne DiMaria 
LITCHFIELD STREET 
Silveo A. Pecco 
Alcott V. Snow 
Ralph E. & Dorothy F. Jacques 
Margaret & Wendell F. Barr 
George F. Jr. & Gertrude A. Dingwell 
Elizabeth Reynolds 
Frederick L. & Eva M. Hellerich 
MAIN STREET 
Luke & Rosemary Martin 
Chester G. Duzak 
Edith A. Mather 
Albert Ciafardone 
MAPLE AVENUE 
Herbert & Grace H. Nield 
Charles Baldwin & William Lamontagne Jr. 
Robert M. & Garlyn I. Monroe 
Glenford R. & Grace N Root 
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©. & Judith C. Szymanski 
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Stanley Knightly 
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J. & Lois H. Lyons 
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7 B. & Eunice M. Samoski 
1 J. & Mary K. Sanford 
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Marc Aurele 
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= you know.... 


= generator from the original Power Company was 
= for $600.00 and shipped during World War | to 
= to electrify barb wire. 


== time during a discussion of the installation of a 
alier at the Knights of Pythias Hall, one of the mem- 
@as heard to remark ‘‘fine but who’s going to play 


une time it was possible to catch Shad in the Naugatuck 
* down near Terry's Bridge. 


Harry D. & Gertrude V. Doner 
Helen S. Deeley 
Frank E. Hess 
Robert S. Felladore & Robert C. Bellmay 
Ronaid D. & Jo Ann Schakleford 
Leonard A. Albertine White 
Regina C. Lottier 
Bernard A. & Lorraine Bowden 
Verne A. & Grace E. Doner 
Delbert E. & Mary E. Norton 
Clayton A. & Joan B. Lynch 
Clarence M. & Nellie D. Dupree 
Stephen R. & Sandra Ann Beichner 
William T. & Joan M. Embelton 
David C. & June B. Hammond 
Laurier J. & Rosalie Cyr 
Martin E. & Gertrude M. VanBuren 
Arthur A. & Shirley Ann Evon 
RIVER STREET 
Raymond F. & Ann M. Laboie 
Antonio Lombardi 
Lyons & Lyons 
Hallden Machine Co. (2) 
SANDERSON LANE 
Pauline Faro 
SMITH ROAD 
Raymond K. & Marcia E. Crannell 
SOUTH MAIN STREET 
Arthur |. Nelson 
William Dayton 
Allan Canfield 
Richard C. Bozzuto 
Promer R. Sumpter 
TURNER ROAD 
Donaid Fiftal 
UNION STREET 
Harold R. & Howard D. Dick 
Cesare J. & Geraldine DelVaglio 
John M. Gould Jr. 
Cesare J. & Geraldine DelVaglio 
Realty Holding Co. 
Conrad F. & Charles F. Wagner Jr. 
Francis Mulhearn 
WALNUT HILL ROAD 
Nils Alfred & Annie E. Lundberg 
Edward T. & Patricia A. Mulligan 
Gary & Diane Coughlin 
Rosa Gangloff 
Florence H. & Mary H. Anticoli 
Arnold & Ruth Lundberg 
Richard Walford 
WATERBURY ROAD 
Thomaston Special Tool 
Salvatore N. & Mary D. Santa Maria 
Duke & Evelyn Hailit 
WILLIAM STREET 
Madonna Sanford 
Kevin L. & Claire M. Kelley 
Mary Ann Hyres 
Mary E. O. Sciarra 


. that there was a Reynolds Bridge Post Office? The 
Reynolds Bridge Post Office began its career in 1874. Mr. 
Barbour was appointed postmaster June 22, 1874 and heid 
the office until his death in 1889. He was succeeded by his 
wife, Mrs. Jane Barbour, who filled the office of postmis- 
tress until 1902. Miss Agnes Barbour served until 1910 
and she was followed by Miss Elizabeth Barbour who 
served for a year until the office was discontinued in 1911, 
thus crediting the Barbour family with 37 years of service 
to the government and this community. The post office 
during this time was conducted in Barbour’s General 
Store, which opened for business in 1865, and closed when 
the office went out of existence. 


The committee expresses their appreciation to the following businesses and individuals who 
contributed to the publication of this Centennial Commemorative Booklet. 


BUSINESS SPONSORS 


Anctil’s Trailer Sales 

A & P Store 

The Art Shoppe, Inc. 
Carol’s Beauty Shoppe 
Berg Carbide Die Co., Inc. 


Chamberlain Mobile Home Transport, Inc. 


The Cold Forming Mfg. Co. 
Colonial Bank & Trust Co. 
Colonial Restaurant 

Davidson’s Dress Shop 

Drawn Metal Tube Co. 

Eastern Photographic Laboratories, Inc. 
The Eclipse Class Co. 

The Elm Press, Inc. 

Eyelets For Industry, Inc. 

The Hallden Machine Company 
Hartley Tool & Die Company 
Innes Brothers, Inc. 
International Controls Corp. 
Keene’s Koffe Kitchen 
LeChalet Restaurant 

Lemmon Pharmacy 

W. H. Lyons & Sons, Inc. 
Martin & Rowland, Inc. 


MecGivney Circle Daughters of Isabella 
McIntire Company 

National T.V. & Appliance 

The Peck Mfg. Co., Inc. 
Pik-Kwik 

Pierpont’s Village Store, Inc. 
Plume & Atwood 

Reynolds Carbide Die 

seth Thomas Division, General Time Corp. 
Star S Mfg. Co., Inc. 

Thomaston Floor Covering 
Thomaston Hardware & Supply 
Thomaston Mfg. Company 
Thomaston Motors, Inc. 
Thomaston Rotary 

Thomaston Savings Bank 
Thomaston Special Products, Inc. 
Thomaston Ten Pin Lanes, Inc. 
Thomaston Tool & Die Co. 
Times Square Service 

Vi-Arm’s Restaurant 

Village Esso Service Station 
Western Auto Associate Store 











































_& Mrs. Wallace Adam 

| Margaret Allen 

|= Mrs. George E. Anderson 
. Mrs. George W. Anderson 

-& Mrs. Robert P. Anderson 

Timothy Anderson 

_& Mrs. Harold Atwood 

== .. Atwood 

= Atwood 

-& Mary Atwood 

= Marilyn Atwood 

Mrs. George W. Axelby 

a3 Mrs. Walter Babey 

_& Mrs. Howard N. Barks 

_& Mrs. Wendel! Barr 

. Anna Barron 

» & Mrs. Anthony Belonick 

_& Mrs. Douglas W. Benedict 

leanore Benedict 








| Mrs. George Benedict 
= Mrs. Anton Berg 

8 Mrs. William Berg 
& Mrs. Edwin Bergman 
Beruk 
. Mrs. Wesley Billings 
_& Mrs. Floyd Bishop 
' & Mrs. Albert F. Blake 
3 Mrs. Allan Bowkett 
= Brasche 

Lincoln Brown Sr. 
= Brown 

Raymond N. Brown 
2 Mrs. William H. Bulman 
== Budris 

Mrs. Herbert Burzler 
_& Mrs. Peter Butkevich 
| = Mrs. James Byrnes III 
. Mrs. Albert Cabana 
Mrs. Clyde Campbell 
» D. Caulfield 

Mrs. Ralph Cappella 
. Carmichael 
= “rs. Burt G. Chamberlain 
7a Chapman 
Mrs. Mario Chiovitti 
= Mrs. Chester Chizinski 
| & Mrs. Arthur C. Christensen 
& Mrs. Albert Ciafardone 
_& Mrs. Charlies Clute 
_& Mrs. James Conaghan 
ey & Margaret Conaghan 

== Eleanor Conway 

& Mrs. Harry Cook 
O. Cook 
= & Mrs. John Cop Jr. 
—& Mrs. Kenneth Cribley 
Ana E. Cunningham 
= Mrs. Henry W. Curtiss 
_& Mrs. Roland A. Cyr 
spe Daddona 
| & Mrs. Alfred W. Dailey 
& Mrs. Joseph Darasz 
Raiph E. Davis 
Robert H. Davis 
_& Mrs. William Dayton 
_& Mrs. Laurence Decker 
_& Mrs. Victor G. Deldin 
+. DelVaglio Sr. 











PATRONS 


Mr. & Mrs. Harry Dente 

Mr. & Mrs. August DePecol 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno DePecol 
Mr. Henry Dessureault 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert DeVeber 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Deveau 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Dickinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Didsbury 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Dolan 
Mrs. Mary Dolan 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Drzwecki 
Mrs. Dorothy S. Duff 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Duffany 
Mrs. Ruth Duffany 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Duffany 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert B. Ebner 
Mrs. Elsie N. Eckert 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ericson 
Mr. & Mrs. Antanas Ereminas 
Mr. & Mrs. John Fairchild 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Felladore 
Mrs. Samuel Ferguam 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald P. Fiftal 
First United Methodist Church 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Fischer 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Flammia 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard H. Flanagan 
Rev. Bernard J. Flynn 
Elizabeth M. Gangloff 

Rosa F. Gangloff 

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Garlick Jr. & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Gauthier 
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Gavenas 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Geddes 
Pauline M. Girard 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Glennon 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gobin 

Mrs. Albert Golden 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Goldsmith 
Miss Grace Goodall 

Mrs. William Gooly 

Dr. & Mrs. John M. Gould Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Grager 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Graham 
Mrs. Archie Grano 

Mrs. Lynn Gray 

Mrs. Alma Grimshaw 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Grohs 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Grosso 

Mrs. George Haas 

Mrs. Percy Haddon 

Charlies D. Haire 

Mrs. Karl W. Hallden 

A. Patricia Harlow 

Ida B. Hathway 

Mrs. & Mrs. Randal R. Hathway 
Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Hawksley 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hayward 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Hellerich 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Henderson 
August Hildeh and Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Hogan Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Holbrook 
Doris F. Hopey 

Mrs. Kenneth Hopkins 

Mrs. M. J. Hopper 

—In Memory of Emma L. Koppel 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hotchkiss 


Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Hotchkiss 
Robert T. Howe Family 
Harold C. Hoyt 

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Innes 

Mr. & Mrs. Allan C. Innes 
Innes Bros. Inc. 

Harry Innes 

Miss Helen Innes 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Innes 
Joshua Innocent 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford O. Ives 
Miss Evelyn Jaeger 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Jensen 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. George Johnston 
Mrs. Joseph Johnston 


Mr. & Mrs. Frances Kane 

Mr. & Mrs. John Kazmerski 
Mr. & Mrs. Karl L. Kiefer 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kilman 

Mr. & Mrs. Harrow Kindness 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Kingsbury 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Klaneski 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Knox 

Mr. & Mrs. Winfred Knox 


Mrs. Peter Kobryn 


Mr. & Mrs. Myron Kohanski 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kolinchak 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Koops 
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Koops 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Koval 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kramer 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Krantz 
Mr. & Mrs. K. A. Kruger 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Krulicki 


William C. Kruser 

Paul Kuharski 

Mr. & Mrs. George Kulesza 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Labatt 

Mr. & Mrs. John LaChance 
Charlotte A. Lake 

Miss Clara Lake 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Landers 
Marjorie Langevin 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert LaPlante 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Laurentano 
Francis W. Levesque 

H. S. Liederkranz 

Mr. & Mrs. David Lincoln 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Linsley 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Luboyeski 
Miss Loretta Lumpkin 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Lynch 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Lyons 
Miss Lucille MacRoberts 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Madden 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Marcelynas 
‘Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. Luke Martin 

Miss Edith B. Mather 

Mrs. Florence Mathews 

Mrs. A. McBride 

Maureen McBride 

Mrs. Hugh McColl 

Mr. L. A. McDonald 

Miss Mary Jane McQuarrie 
Ernest J. Messier 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Michaud 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Michitsch 
Mr. & Mrs. William Michitsch 
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Mr. & Mrs. Chester Miecznikowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Miller 

Mrs. Eugene Miller 

Teresa Milne 

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Mitchell 

Mrs. Clarence Monahan 

Mr. & Mrs. John Monahan Jr. 

Matthew J. Monahan 

Mr. & Mrs. William Monroe 

Mr. & Mrs. William Morrison 

Mrs. Lena B. Morton 

George W. Mowry 

Stasia Mozonski 

Josephine Mozonski 

Mr. & Mrs. Hans Mueller 

Mrs. Gilbert Nase 

Mrs. Edith Newsome 

Mr. & Mrs. Percy Newton 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Nield 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Nodine 

Miss Susie Nowakowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul O’Brien 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Oliver 

Mr. & Mrs. William R. Oliver 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Packer | 
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Parmelee | 
Mrs. F. S. Parsons 
Mr. & Mrs. George Parson 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Peck 

Mrs. Ethel Peck 

Mr. & Mrs. Vinnie Peck 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Perbeck 

Mr. & Mrs. Julius P. Perbeck 

Gladys G. Perkins 

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Perniciaro 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Perrone 

Rev. Harry A. Peterson 

Miss Lillian Petke 

Mrs. Grayce Pierpont 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Pierpont 

Mrs. Henry Pingpank 

Mr. & Mrs. Patsy Piscopo 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Poeschmann | 
Miss Janet Ponitoski | 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Ponbriand 

Mr. George Poole 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Quinn 

Mr. & Mrs. John D. Quint 

Mrs. Edith Ramsey 

Anne Reeves 

Mrs. Jean Reid 


Mr. & Mrs. Keneth Rein 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Reynolds 


Mr. & Mrs. Erwin Reynolds 
Mr. & Mrs. T. F. Reynolds 
Mr. & Mrs. Emile H. Richards 
Mrs. Doris Ridgway 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Rinkus 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Howard Roberts 
Robert Robinson 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Roesing 
Mr. Lily T. Rogers 

Mrs. Robert Roger 

Mr. & Mrs. Myron Roman 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Rosko 
Mr. & Mrs. William Rothe 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Rowland 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Ryan 

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Samson 








Mr. & Mrs. John Sanderson & Family 
Mrs. Madeline Sanderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Sandford . 
Mr. & Mrs. C. William Sanford 
Mrs. Dayton G. Sanford 
Donald J. Sanford 

Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Sanford 

Miss Charlotte T. Sangster 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Sayers 
Mabel Schiappacasse 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Schmeiter 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Schnieder 
Elizabeth and Eleanor Schiarra 
K. E. Seabourne 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Schultz 

Mrs. Grace Seery 

Mrs. Margaret Seidler 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Sharpe 
Mr. & Mrs. William Shearer 
Jennie Selchow 

Clifford B. Sheldon 

Gecrge Sheldon Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sholtis 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. James Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Lucius Snyder 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sokolowski 
Edward Sorensen, Sr. 

Mr. Mrs. John St. Denis 

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Steele 
Mrs. George A. Stout 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Strattman 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Stuart 
Mrs. Margaret W. Sullivan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bertil Swanson 
Mrs. Helen Szymanski 

James A. Thompson 

Mr. & Mrs. Claude A. Thomson 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Thomson 
Katherine Thomson & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. William Thomson 
Mrs. Marilyn Thulin 

Martha A. Thulin 

Kenneth H. Tingley 


Mr. & Mrs. Grandon Todd 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Torrence 
Anna Toth 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul H. Tracy 
Marie Tripaldi 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Tuckers 
Mr. & Mrs. Merritt Turrell 
Ms. Helen, Edna, & Mary Tycenski 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Vezzani 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Vigeant 
Peter Viltrakis 

Mrs. Elsie Volovski 

Leon M. Walker 

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis P. Warner Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Washenko 
Mrs. Gene Waters 

Mr. & Mrs. Erik Wedselloft 
Francis A. Wehrie Family 

Mr. & Mrs. William Wehrle 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond R. Wells Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Whalen 
Mrs. Agnes |. White 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest White 

Mr. & Mrs. William W. White 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Whittaker 
Dr. & Mrs. Winfield E. Wight. 
Mrs. Marcia W. Williams 

Rev. Richard C. Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Williams 
Miss Betty Wilson 

Mr. & Mrs. John Wilson 

Miss Maria Witte 

Mrs. Mary Wojtysiak 

Mrs. Dorothy Wolf 

Mr. & Mrs. Raiph Wolf 

Colby Wright 

Mrs. Lionel Wright 

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Yaffe 
Miss Cheryl Young 

Mr. & Mrs. Ransom Young 
Henry J. Yurgalewicz 

Mrs. Joanne O. Ziemba 

Mrs. Joan Zeliff 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Chapman 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Potter 





Did you know.... 


... that there was a week in 1920 when the Express was 
not printed? That particular week Thomaston’s Fire 
Department was host to the State Convention. The staff of 
the Express was invited by the firemen to ‘‘stop over fora 
quick one’’ on Wednesday afternoon. There was no paper 
the following day. 


May 1, 1921 local milk dealers announced the price would 
be reduced from fourteen cents a quart to eight quarts for 
a dollar. 


June 14, 1921 the flagpole near the Soldiers’ Monument, 
in Methodist Park, was dedicated. 


The senior class of 1922 was the last to graduate from the 
old Center School. 


The final payment of the Town Hall debt, amounting to 
$21,500, wasn’t paid off unti! October 1924 after running 
nearly 40 years. A local taxpayer was heard to say in the 
Town Meeting ‘‘where in the town is the money coming 
from?" 


There was a U.S.S. Thomaston. In 1933 Horace Tuttle of 
Bloomfield and a native of Thomaston sent the Express a 
clipping from ‘“*Coin Wor!ld’’ which stated that the Naval 
ship Thomaston (LSD 28) arrived in San Diego from Guam 
with a 3,000 pound Yap stone money piece. The unique 
and generations old stone was bound for the Smithsonian 
Institute. 


In 1935 Thomaston’s participation in the State’s Ter- 
centennial opened with exercises at the Paramount 
Theatre followed by a parade in the morning, field events 
in the afternoon, and a dance at the Chapel Street Hall in 
the evening. 


In 1935 the flagpole in memory of the late James M. 
Chatfield was presented by his widow and installed at Seth 
Thomas Park on South Main Street. 


The same year the Soldier Memorial was also erected in 
Seth Thomas Park in memory of those who died in World 
War |. 


In 1935 the old buildings of Seth Thomas, with the 
exception of the original section built in 1813, were torn 
down. 








Did you know.... 


At one time it was possible to catch Shad in the Naugatuck 
River down near Terry’s Bridge. History repeats itself. In 
1975 they are catching trout below the East Main Street 
Bridge. 


lt was the custom during Seth Thomas’ time to have work 
done in homes and small shops around town. One of these, 
Duff and Solace, was located on Center Street where the 
watch faces were enameled. 


When the brick factory was in operation, a narrow gauge 
railroad ran along Clay Street. As the tracks were laid 
along the hillside behind the present houses, it was neces- 
sary to build certain places on stilts. The tracks ended at a 
shed on Grove Heights where the bricks were dried. 


Before the advent of steam, water power was the only 
choice. The old canal that fed water to the Movement 
Shop, located in the area of W. H. Lyons & Sons garage & 
Auto Salesroom, was an accomplishment, considering that 
engineering was in its infancy in those days. Dirt was 
removed by horses and a meial scraper. Rock was broken 
by a single pick and brawn. The canal meandered in the 
rear of present North Main Street (then called Canal 
Street), past Schipacasse Grove, through a maze of alders 
to the Naugatuck River — its source. The canal was later 
purchased by Innes Bros. and filled in. 


In 1836 a man by the name of Herman Welton had a shop, 
on the old route 8 in the vicinity of Dolan’s, where he made 
furniture knobs and bungs for oyster kegs, the latter 
occupation resulted in that section being known as Bung- 
town. 


The cannon on the green was fired at the time of the Cen- 
tennial celebration in 1876. 


In 1888 the population of Thomaston was 4000 while Tor- 
rington’s was only 3327. Hotel rooms that year were rent- 
ing for $2.00 a night. 


In August of 1935 voters refused application for a school 
building fund at a special town meeting lasting twenty 
minutes with two hundred attending. 


In August of 1935 a special town meeting with 294 voters 
attending approved the sale of wine, beer and liquor in 
town on Sundays. 


Mr. & Mrs. Frank B. Morton Sr. celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with an open house at their home in 
June of 1962. 


Thomaston’s oldest house was razed to make room for the 
Black Rock Dam. It was built by Dr. Jacob Blakeslee in 
1740 and sold to Henry Stevens on Dec. 31, 1801. !t was 
later the home of the Danaher family, direct descendant of 
Mrs. Henry Stevens. 


The !oval merchants held their first sidewalk sale in 
August of 1962. 


The first Fireman’s Ball was held in 1936. 


May 31, 1936 was the first Memorial Day Service where 
there was no Civil War veteran present. 


In July of 1937 another page of Thomaston’s history 
passed from view when Arthur Pfaefflin removed the two 
stone hitching posts from in front of the Bradstreet Block. 


In 1938 they planned to save the old Center School Bell. 
We wonder where it is now? 


In 1938 an attempt was being made by a group of older 
Seth Thomas Clock employees to save the old bel! that for 
many years called workers to their employment in the old 
Cotton Mill. The bell was cast in Hartford in the early 
1850’s and first used in the cotton mili and later in the 
Movement Shop. As far as can be learned, the last time it 
was used was during the celebration of the Armistice 
when it was tolled for 12 to 14 hours. In 1938 it was stored 
in the basement of the Movement Shop which was being 
cleaned out as the Tower Clock Division was being trans- 
ferred to the Main Plant. Later it was known to be in the 
basement of the old Express office on Elm Street. So far 
we have had no luck in locating it. Wouldn’t it be nice if it 
could be found and premanently erected in a public place 
as a memorial? 


In 1943 the Skunk Hill Rangers had their emblem painted 
on a pursuit ship piloted by Lieut. Randal Hathway. 


‘“‘Boy Scouts Lost’? was the headline in the July 1, 1943 
Express. Search parties including Firemen, Home 
Guardsmen, local police and parents mobilized after one 
o'clock in the morning and successfully located 25 boy 
scouts lost in the thickly wooded section above Hillside 
Cemetery. 


Miss Annie Sparks of the Town Clerk’s office resigned in 
1947 after 25 years of service. 


In 1948 listed in the ‘‘found’’ department at Town Hall 
was the report of a goat found roaming around a cow 
pasture off Marine Street. Owner of the goat was being 
sought. 


In 1949 the old Reynolds Bridge school property near 
Maple Avenue was written off by the Board of Education 
as having no further value for educational purposes. 


On June 15, 1959 fifteen Thomaston High School seniors 
returned the cannon to Methodist Park after it was dis- 
covered earlier in front of the High School. 


August of 1962 the Readers Digest announced that for the 
ninth consecutive year Allan D. Canfield, of South Main 
Street, qualified for a Solid Gold Honor Emblem, in 
recognition of prominent service as a community repre- 
sentative of the Digest. This honor is bestowed on only 10 
of every 100 Digest Representatives. 











